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B HEART TO HEART

Link Your Life to God and Succeed

Hitch your wagon to a star. That was the theme of my high school commencement
speaker’s address. The word wagon stands for life, and the phrase generally means
setting high goals and expectations in life, or aiming as high as the stars. It has been
said that when you reach for the stars, you may not quite get one, but you won't come
up with a handful of mud either. The highest goal you can aim for is to hitch (“hook,
link, connect”) your life to God. If you want to ensure your success in accomplishing great things for God and fulfilling your
destiny, link your life to three things.

Number one: the promises of God. Whatever God has promised in His Word, He will bring it to pass in the life of the
believer. Psalm 145:13 says, “The Lord is faithful to all his promises” (NIV 1984). Second Corinthians 1:20 tells us, “For no
matter how many promises God has made, they are ‘Yes’in Christ” (NIV 1984). Focus your heart and mind on God’s promis-
es rather than on problems. Possess what He has promised you.

Number two: God’s possibilities. Luke 18:27 says, “What is impossible with men is possible with God” (NIV 1984). Seeing
your problems as possibilities will change how you think, talk, and act. When you focus on what God can do, you are no
longer limited by the natural. Believe that God will do the impossible. With your eyes on His possibilities, there is no limit
to where you can go, what you can do, or what you can accomplish.

Number three: the power of God. Become all that God has destined you to be. Go where God says you can go and accom-
plish all that He says you can accomplish. You can do all these things because God's power is available to you. Hook up

with His power and accomplish the impossible!

Faith Trusts God’s Goodness Even If...
DENISE HAGIN BURNS

Learn how to continue walking by faith even
when it seems God is not answering your
prayers.

THIS ISSUE ™

LYNETTE HAGIN
The Holy Spirit wants to lead us in our lives—
let’s allow Him!

8 Follow the Holy Spirit

18 Jesus: Your Bold Advocate With
the Father
KENNETH E. HAGIN
Learn what Jesus is doing for us now as our
Advocate at the right hand of the Father.

[l SEED THOUGHTS Page 22

Expect the Best
FAITH ACADEMY Page 23

KENNETH W. HAGIN
God has good plans for you. Trust in His Word, stand on
His promises, and expect Him to meet your needs.
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DENISE HAGIN BURNS

FaIth ITUSTS
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DO YOU HAVE even-if faith?
Sometimes our faith is conditional,
based only on what God can do for
us. We have faith in Him as long
as He answers our prayers and
does everything for us. But that’s
shortsighted. In Daniel chapter 3,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
had faith that went beyond that. With
complete confidence in God, they
said, “We know He’s able, but even if, for some reason, He
doesn’t save us, we know He’s still God.” That’s even-if
faith.

During that time, on the plain of Dura in the province
of Babylon, King Nebuchadnezzar set up a gold statue
90 feet tall and 90 feet wide (see Daniel 3:1-18). He then
issued a decree that everyone should bow down and worship
the statue at the sound of music. Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego refused to comply and were brought before the
king.
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responsible

for the secrel things.

Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “7 will give you one more
chance to bow down and worship the statue I have made
when you hear the sound of the musical instruments. But if
you refuse, you will be thrown immediately into the blazing
furnace. And then what god will be able to rescue you from
my power?” (Dan. 3:15 NLT).

The young men replied, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not
need to defend ourselves before you. If we are thrown into
the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is able to save
us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty. But
even if he doesn't, we want to make it clear to you, Your
Majesty, that we will never serve your gods or worship the
gold statue you have set up” (vv. 16—18 NLT).

In Mark 11:22, Jesus tells us to “Have faith in God.”
Even-if faith declares, “I know You can do things, God, but
that’s not where my faith is. My faith isn’t in what You’re
able to do; my faith is in You because You are God.” How
do we obtain the Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego kind of
faith? To have that kind of faith, we will need to establish
certain things.




Know That God Always

Hears You When You Pray.

God says in Jeremiah 29:12, “When you call on me and come
to me in prayer, I will listen to your every word” (TPT). That’s
a promise. “The Lord hears his people when they call to him for
help. He rescues them from all their troubles” (Ps. 34:17 NLT).

First Peter 3:12 affirms, “For the eyes of the Lord Yahweh
rest upon the godly, and his heart responds to their prayers”
(TPT). Many other scriptures tell us that God hears us when we
cry out, pray, and seek Him. One thing we can be fully confident
in is that God always hears His people when they pray.

Know That We Win in

Christ Jesus.

Those who have read the entire Bible know the end of
the story: We win in Christ Jesus! “But thanks be to God,
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”
(1 Cor. 15:57 NKJV). Nothing can separate us from Christ’s love
(Rom. 8:35-37). Despite trouble, calamity, persecution, hunger,
or danger, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ who
loves us.

Be Convinced That
God Is Good.

Notice that we have a beginning to our journey of faith:
God hears us when we pray. We also have an ending: We win!
But there is a middle where we can get tripped up. The messy
middle can be the point at which we start to question our faith.
It may seem as if God isn’t answering our prayers. What do we
do? We have to believe that God is good.

MATTHEW 7:7-11 (NLT)

7 Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for.
Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking,
and the door will be opened to you.

8 For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks,
finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be
opened.

9 You parents—if your children ask for a loaf of bread, do

you give them a stone instead?

10 Or if they ask for a fish, do you give them a snake? Of
course not!

11 So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will your heavenly Father
give good gifts to those who ask him.

I love how it likens this to natural parents. Let’s say you’re
making dinner and your son comes in and says, “I’m so hungry.
When'’s dinner going to be ready?” You reply, “Well, it’s going
to be ready in about 30 minutes. Just be patient.” In response, he
starts rolling on the floor, saying, “I want candy. I need food.”
Not trying to be mean, you keep telling him to be patient. As a
parent, you want good things for your child. You’re not trying
to deny him. Instead, you’re explaining that he has to wait a bit
longer.

Delay is not denial. When something doesn’t happen right
away, in the timing we want, we assume it’s a denial. But God
says, “Be patient because I have your best interests in mind.”
James 1:2—-4 says, “Don t run from tests and hardships, brothers
and sisters. As difficult as they are, you will ultimately find joy
in them; if you embrace them, your faith will blossom under
pressure and teach you true patience as you endure” (VOICE).

Along the way, there will be things we don’t understand.
Deuteronomy 29:29 teaches us that “the secret things belong to
the Lord our God, but those things which are revealed belong to
us” (NKJV). If God told us everything He knows about every
situation, we couldn’t handle it. But the things revealed to us are
what we need to focus on. We are not responsible for the secret
things, the why. They don’t belong to us. We have to leave that
alone.

Somewhere along your faith journey, you’re going to come
to a crossroads where you will have an even-if moment that
requires you to decide, “Am I going to be like Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego?”

Choose to believe God, period. When you believe that God
is good and wants the best for you, you can have even-if faith. v

—
Deep Roots in God

The Bible says that when we make the Lord our
hope and confidence, we are like “trees planted
along a riverbank, with roots that reach deep into
the water” (Jer. 17:8 NLT). To know God'’s heart,
our roots must run deep. Learn how not to be
disturbed by circumstances.

g DEEP ROOTS IN GOD

(1-MP3 Download, Denise Hagin Burns)
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Bridge Your Breakthrough

JOHN GRUNEWALD RIS I IR

THE CHURCH TODAY holds a
more worldly view of the Bible than
a biblical view of the world. We’re
being shaped more by culture than
by the Word of God. Romans 12:2
says, “And do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind”
(NKJV). We have a better option:
transformation.

Transformation doesn’t start
with behaving differently but with
thinking differently. Until that
happens, a gap remains between
what we’re believing for and what
we’re experiencing in our lives. I
call this the transformation gap.
Closing it requires a process. If we
follow that process, it will work
for us.

RECOGNIZE

In gap management within a
company or organization, you have
to look for a gap to see it. The same
applies to your life. If you’re facing
an unsolved issue, your first step
is to recognize the gap. To do so,
ask questions. Where do you want
to be? What do you want to know?
Where’s the gap, and how will you
close it?

In 1989, my wife and I were led
by the Lord to pastor a church in
Terre Haute, Indiana. It was a great
opportunity, but we struggled to
survive on 30 percent less income
than we had before we began
pastoring. I thought a part-time
job would solve the problem, but I
knew in my heart that neither of us
should seek one.

I thought, “I know the scriptures
I was taught about finances, so I'd
better dig back into them.” As I
reached for those teachings, it felt
as if someone had taken my hand
and pulled it away. Inside, though I
didn’t hear words, I knew I couldn’t
use someone else’s revelation to

fix the problem. God wanted us to
solve it with a revelation that would
come directly from Him. I had
found the gap.

PRIORITIZE

When you recognize the gap,
make closing it a priority. Ask,
“How much renewing of the mind
should T do until transformation
happens?”

Then, once you recognize the
gap and make closing it a priority,
you’ll need to mobilize someone
or a team to take it on. In our case,
the Word and the Holy Spirit are the
mobilizers.

Jeremiah 15:16 says, “Your
words were found, and I ate them,
and Your word was to me the joy
and rejoicing of my heart” (NKJV).
This passage speaks of devouring
the Word. That’s meditation, which
is more than passive listening.

Meditation is an  active,
attentive engagement with God’s
Word. Christian meditation is a
relationship with the Word of God,
a biblical process. It means staying
with what God has already said long
enough for it to speak back to us.

DON'T QUIT

That’s what Romans 12 is about.
Renewal or transformation happens
when truth is no longer merely
visited but lived. Psalm 1:2-3
captures the delight, discipline,
and blessing that follow a person
who meditates in God’s Word day
and night. “He shall be like a tree
planted by the rivers of water, that
brings forth its fruit in its season,
whose leaf also shall not wither, and
whatever he does shall prosper”
(Psalm 1:3 NKJV).

Meditation in the Word leads to
revelation, and revelation leads to
transformation.

Revelation can come while you’re
studying, praying, or meditating. It’s
not a new doctrine or a revelation
outside of scripture. It’s an insight
into an established truth, or a deeper
layer of that truth.

That year in Terre Haute, I was
determined to receive the revelation
I needed. 1 prayed every day.
After months of walking, praying,
studying the scriptures, quoting
them, and asking questions, the
light finally came on. There was
a connection of scriptures that I
hadn’t seen before. It changed our
lives and our finances.

In your life, what is the gap?
Are you missing it in your health
or finances? I urge you to go
to the Word to find the answer,
because if you learn to do it once,
you’ll know you can do it again.*

[Editor’s note: John Grunewald is Rhema
international director for Europe, the
Middle East, and Africa. This article was
adapted from his Winter Bible Seminar
2026 message.]

- "

WINTER BIBLE
SEMINAR

SPEAKER
HIGHLIGHT
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GOD HAS A purpose and a destiny
for all of His children. He has
prepared great things for us. But too
many Christians fall short of God’s
plan. This happens when His children
do not know how to clearly recognize
the voice of the Spirit.

First Corinthians 2:9—-10 says, “As it is written: ‘No eye has
seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has
prepared for those who love him " —but God has revealed it to us
by his Spirit” (NIV 1984).

We can see from verse 10 that the Holy Spirit wants to show
us God’s plans and purposes for our lives. It’s up to us, however,
to be sensitive to the voice of the Spirit and follow His leadings.
And the way we do this is by spending time reading God’s Word
and communing with Him through prayer.

During our times of communion with the Lord, it is very rare
that we will hear an audible voice when the Holy Spirit speaks to
us. What we will sense is a strong leading to do something. Or we
might feel strongly to go in a certain direction.

When I was young in the Lord and learning to recognize the

LYNETTE HAGIN
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voice of the Holy Spirit, I often wondered, “Is that the Holy Spirit
speaking to me, or is that just me thinking about these things?”

My heart’s desire above all else was to not do anything that
was motivated by my flesh. In other words, I didn’t want to do
things that Lynette wanted to do if they weren’t things that God
wanted me to do.

I wanted to be a vessel for the Lord and do whatever God had
for me to do. I wanted to make sure that when I stepped out to do
something for God, I was acting on His will and not mine. And
to be obedient to His will, I knew I had to hear His voice clearly.

It is God’s desire for us to be able to recognize the voice of the
Holy Spirit so He can lead, guide, and direct us in every area of
our lives. John 16:13 says, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth,
is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak
of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and
HE WILL SHEW YOU THINGS TO COME.”

In addition to God showing us His plans and purposes for our
lives, He also wants to protect us. He wants to warn us of harmful
events, as well as people we should be wary of.

Consider the following examples of how these warnings
might occur:




While driving home from work one day, you begin to feel
you should take a different route than you normally take. And in
doing so, you are spared from being in a traffic accident. Or when
planning a vacation, you might really want to go to a certain place.
But as you are planning the trip, you get the feeling you should
not go there at this time. Or you may be considering going into
business with someone, but on the inside—in your spirit man—
you’re getting a “check.” Although it may appear in the natural
that partnering with that particular

2. Are you jealous of that person? Maybe that person is very
successful, and what you are really feeling is jealousy of his or
her position and success.

3. Have you already been thinking about that person?
When thoughts about someone come from out of the blue, it’s
usually an indication that the Holy Spirit is bringing this person
to your mind.

It’s not our place to judge anyone. And we never want to

hold a grudge against someone or be angry

person would be a good thing, you’re
sensing the Lord telling you to watch
out . . . perhaps because that person’s
motives are not pure.

In situations like this last one,
when another person is involved,
you want to know that what you’re
sensing is the Lord and not your own
imagination. You don’t want to falsely
accuse someone—especially when
you don’t have any proof of what
you’re sensing but only have a gut
feeling.

I have had times in my life when
I went back and forth in my mind,
wondering if what [ was sensing about
another person was God or me. The
Bible says we have not because we ask

He will
clearly show

with him or her. It is our responsibility
to judge our own hearts and motives
(1 Cor. 11:31; John 7:24; Luke 6:37). But
if you are indecisive about teaming up with
someone in a joint venture, ask yourself these
questions. You will be better able to discern
whether or not you should join yourself with
the person in business, ministry, or any other
venture. If you can answer no to all three of
these questions, then you’re probably not
conjuring up what you are sensing in your
spirit, but rather the Holy Spirit is trying to
warn you.

The devil wants to get us off track from
God’s plans and purposes for our lives. But
God did not leave us alone or defenseless
while we are here on the earth. After Jesus
ascended into Heaven, the Holy Spirit

not (James 4:2), so one day I asked the
Lord to give me some guidelines. You
see, God doesn’t want us to wonder. He wants us to know with
certainty when the Holy Spirit is speaking to us.

I want to share with you the guidelines the Lord gave me. He
instructed me to ask myself the following three questions.

1. Do you have anything against that person in the natural?
Sometimes your personality clashes with another person’s. Just
because your personality clashes with someone else’s, it doesn’t
mean God is warning you about him or her. You just don’t like
that person.

was sent to dwell in born-again believers
(John 16:7). The Holy Spirit, Who now lives
inside us, is greater that the devil and all of his forces who seek to
devour us (1 John 4:4).

God promises that we are more than conquerors (Rom. 8:37)
in every situation of life. As we spend time communing with the
Lord, He will clearly show us things to come and what direction
to take. And as we follow His leading, we will walk on the path
that leads us to our God-given destiny.*

SPECIAL OFFER

Fuel Your Passion for God

Find out what can happen when you “empty”
yourself and fill up with the power and
anointing of the Holy Spirit. God has a specific
assignment for you! He wants to stir in you

a passion for praying, winning the lost, and
seeing lives changed.

>
(1-MP3 Download, Lynette Hagin)
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INSTRUCTOR
HIGHLIGHT

The Attitude of Faith

GOD WANTS US to have the at-
titude of faith. In Philippians 2:5,
we are told to demonstrate the
same attitude that Jesus Christ
demonstrated. Somebody may say,
“Well, that’s impossible.” No, it is
possible because Jesus has shed
His love abroad in our hearts (see
Rom. 5:5). He has given us the
power and capacity to display the
same attitude in every situation.
Take a look at these four character-
istics of the attitude of faith.

1. THE ATTITUDE OF FAITH
IS HUMBLE.

Philippians 2:3 says we shouldn’t
be selfish or try to impress others.
We’re called to be humble and think
of others as more important than
ourselves. We’re to demonstrate
the attitude of faith, which is
humble and selfless. When you
consider your brothers and sisters
in Christ and put them ahead of
yourself, you are living out the
attitude of faith.

10 THE WORD OF FAITH // September ‘26

This is the same attitude that
Jesus Himself demonstrated. He
constantly put other people’s needs
ahead of His own. We need to walk
in the same attitude of faith and
think vertically, in terms of our
relationship with the Father, and
horizontally, in terms of our re-
lationships with others. How can
we humbly serve one another and
honor others above ourselves?

2. THE ATTITUDE OF FAITH
IS THANKFUL.

Secondly, the attitude of
faith is always one of gratitude. In
Philippians 2:14, we are told to do
everything without complaining
and arguing. We’re not to fuss or
cause a commotion. Even when
things aren’t going right, the atti-
tude of faith leads us to be grateful
and to think about all the awesome
things God has done in our lives.
He’s done so much for us: He has
brought us a mighty long way,
saved us from hell, and written our

]
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names in the Lamb’s Book of Life.
He opens doors that no man can
close.

When [ think back to 1979
when I met Christ, I’'m so grateful.
No matter what we go through, we
ought to lift our hands and give
God the glory for all He’s done, all
He’s doing, and all He will do.

3. THE ATTITUDE OF FAITH
IS ALWAYS JOYFUL.

The Bible says in James 1:2,
“Dear brothers and sisters, when
troubles of any kind come your
way, consider it an opportunity
for great joy” (NLT). We ought to
have joy in spite of every circum-
stance. Just knowing that the Lord
of Hosts is on our side can help us
find joy!

4. THE ATTITUDE OF FAITH
REFUSES TO QUIT.

Even when life gets hard, the
attitude of faith holds on to God.
Second Corinthians 4:16—17 says,
“For which cause we faint not;
but though our outward man per-
ish, yet the inward man is renewed
day by day. For our light affliction,
which is but for a moment, worketh
for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory.” The atti-
tude of faith doesn’t quit; it has a
glorious outlook instead.

The attitude of faith is hum-
ble, thankful, always rejoices, and
refuses to quit. If we display the
attitude of faith, God will bring
us through trials again and again.
It really doesn’t matter what we
go through or who comes against
us. If we have the attitude of faith,
God will lead us into Victory'

[Editor’s note: Bill Ray is an instructor at
Rhema Bible Training College and also
serves as an associate pastor at Rhema
Bible Church.]
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Visit the Campus!

Schedule a personal visit and get a taste of life at Rhema. Campus visits are ideal for prospective students and families
looking for a brief but informative visit experience.

Visit Highlights

* Attend up to two days of classes

* Tour the 110-acre campus

* Connect with our recruitment coordinator

* Chat with current students

¢ Rhema Bible Training College
rbtc.org/visit | (918) 258-1588, ext. 7777
Ministerial Training Degree Programs

Ministry Fundamentals | Biblical Studies | Pastoral Ministry | Media Ministry | Music Ministry | World Missions | Student Ministries | Helps Ministry | Itinerant Ministry
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M SPECIAL REPORT:

A MANDATE

ACROSS THE PACIFIC

REVIEW

FROM AIRPLANE WINDOWS above, the Pacific
Ocean stretched wide and blue. But before Kenneth and
Lynette Hagin even reached the nations awaiting them,
the trip already carried a testimony.

Ministering to the people of Thailand had been on
Pastor Hagin’s heart for a long time. Since the COVID
years, he repeatedly declared in faith, “I’'m going to
Thailand.” So the ministry trip was planned. The plane
was packed and the team gathered. Then, on the morn-
ing they were scheduled to leave, the pilots called with
unexpected news. A fuel stop fell through, forcing the
team to cancel—or find another way.

God opened up another way.

am
R

S Thailand

_ Population: 71.6 million

P el

The new route took
the team through Alaska
instead of Hawaii. Then
another report came:
volcanic ash was blow-
ing directly across their
flight path. But by the
next morning, the ash had
cleared. In 14 days, the
Hagins traveled 21,000
miles, spent 48 hours in

the plane, and visited
seven countries, three
continents, and five

islands to share the Good
News.

THE FIRST MINISTRY STOP WAS
BANGKOK, THAILAND—a city full of
movement, beauty, and deep traditions.
Yet a mere 1 percent of the nation is
Christian. Millions have never heard
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. For Pastor
Hagin, that need was not
a statistic. It was a calling.

He preached a clear,
strong message: “No mat-
ter what you see . . . No
matter what you feel . . .
The only thing that mat-
ters is what God said.” The
people received the Word
with grateful hearts. Again
and again, they testified

that the message of faith had changed their lives.

Rhema Thailand is growing. The ministry is build-
ing a four-story facility that will house offices, chil-
dren’s and youth ministries, the school, and the church.
Pastor Hagin called it a miracle how God provided the
land and the building—another sign that God’s Word is
taking root in a nation hungry for truth.

FROM THAILAND, THE
HAGINS TRAVELED TO
BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA.
On a rainy Wednesday
night—during a major sport-
ing event—the auditorium
at Rhema Family Church
was packed. Pastor Hagin
taught that faith activates
the power of God for heal-
ing. When the invitation was
given, about three-fourths of
the crowd came forward to
receive prayer.

The healing line continue
to grow. Just when it seemed
the line was ending, more
people came. Some checked
their shoulders. Others re-
sponded to what God was
doing in their bodies. The
hunger was evident. The
power of God was present.
Lives were changed.




for beauty, joy, and com-
munity, but the need for
the Gospel remains great.
The Rhema family welcomed the
Hagins with great honor. The meet-
ing place could not hold the sizable
crowd. People came from an hour
away to hear God’s Word. Some stood
outside, listening through open doors.

Pastor Hagin reminded the people
to depend on God’s Word and look at
the future with expectation and faith.
“You can look at things and see the
bad,” he said, “or you can look at it
and see the victory by the Word of
God.” After the visit, reports came
back that people were still talking
about it. They were grateful. They
were strengthened. They had received
the Word.

IN SAMOA, the people gathered
with warmth, worshiped with sincer-
ity, and later stogd _gutcide

Samoa

Population: 220,500

FIJIl
Population: 937,000

goodbye as the Hagins left the church.
Pastor Hagin challenged them to be
part of the Joshua generation—to step
into what looks impossible and de-
clare, “God is my source. God is my
deliverer. God is my helper. I cannot
be defeated, and I will not quit.”
Across busy cities, island commu-
nities, growing campuses, and packed
rooms, one truth was clear: Rhema’s
mandate is still moving. The message
of faith is reaching people, strength-
ening believers, and helping nations
hear what God has said.
Kenneth and Lynette Hagin went
because souls are at stake. They
returned with the same testimony
Rhema has carried for decades: the
Word works, the Gospel changes
lives, and the mandate to “Go
teach My people faith” is still going
strong.

Together,

We're Reaching
Hungry Hearts.

Every Rhema campus, every student,

and every life touched by the message
of faith is part of the mandate to

“Go teach My people faith.”
Your prayers and support help carry
the Word of God to nations around

the world.

Join us in reaching more
people with the
message of faith.

JOULy ’

i)
WordPartnerClub

Be an essential piece and make a difference today!

Become a Rhema
Word Partner today!

rhema.org/wpc

1-800-54-FAITH (543-2484)
PartnerService@rhema.org
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THE

We cannot afford to

THE DEVIL IS ALWAYS trying to
get believers to faint in their faith in
God and think the worst about every
situation. Then they begin to doubt
God’s victory plan for their lives.

Once they get into doubt,
believers will never be able to walk
in the supernatural realm of faith that
brings God’s victory on the scene—
even though victory already belongs
to them. That’s why we cannot afford
to think negatively when we are believing God for something. If
we’ve been standing strong in faith, but then waver and begin to
get into doubt and fear, we can nullify our faith.

For instance, when we listen to the news reports about all
the terrible problems in the world today, we can’t afford to start
meditating on all the negativity. We can’t think negatively like
the world thinks.

We must anticipate the best because we serve a God who

KENNETH W. HAGIN
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negatively when we are

E

EST

God for something.

has already planned for our victory and success! We need to
confidently speak our faith by saying, “No matter what happens,
God will take care of me.”

When we hear bad news, it’s easy to let our natural mind
immediately begin to anticipate the worst. The world’s pressures
are continually bombarding our natural senses.

But if we know how to believe God and know the Word, we
can’t afford to let outside pressures bombard our ears, eyes, and
minds. The world’s negativity should not affect us! Let’s expect
the best from God! Let’s expect that what God said to us will
come to pass. Now, I’m not saying we’re supposed to act silly
and fail to plan for the future. We’re supposed to exercise some
common sense. But I’'m talking about learning how to believe
God so what God says outweighs the world’s negativity.

For instance, God said He will supply our needs (Phil. 4:19).
How will He do it? I don’t know, but I don’t have to. It’s not our
responsibility to figure out how God will fulfill His own promises.



That’s His business. But since God made the universe, He’s big
enough to meet our needs. If He can fashion the world with one
fling of His almightiness, He can solve our problems too!

Our responsibility is just to believe God! Consider His Word as
the final authority—not natural circumstances or man’s opinions.
The Bible says, “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh: is
there any thing too hard for me?” (Jer. 32:27).

Someone might ask, “Well, aren’t you concerned about all the
problems in the world? Aren’t you concerned about things like
inflation?”

Yes, I’'m concerned about the problems in this world. But I'm
not going to worry about them. There’s a difference. Besides, if
a person centers all his attention on what everyone says about
the world’s problems, he’ll begin to anticipate the worst until he
eventually sinks into despair.

I’d rather read God’s Word and see what He says about
the situation! He promised He’d take care of His people. God
promised that He always has a plan for victory. Someone once
asked me what I was going to do about our rising cost of living.
I answered, “I’'m going to do what the Bible says. The Bible
says, ‘Render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s, and unto God what
belongs to God’ (see Matt. 22:21). So I’m going to render to the
government what belongs to it, and I’'m going to render to God
what belongs to Him. Then I’'m going to do what the Word of God
says. His Word says that whatever I believe that’s in line with the
Word, I can receive!”

Il GOD'S WORD IS

It doesn’t help anyone to get into turmoil over what’s going
on in our world today. We need to constantly be aware that no
matter what happens around us, God is still the same. He can
take care of us because, down through the ages, His plan for
victory has never changed.

In fact, God and His Word are the only things in this universe
that don’t change. And God has a plan for victory for each one of
our lives—no matter what happens in this world.

God promised that He would supply our needs. Maybe He’s
supplying our needs right now through our paychecks. But our

trust and security shouldn’t be in our job. Our security in life
should be based on God and His Word.

Jesus said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My Word
will never pass away” (see Matt. 24:35).

What does that mean? It means that since God promised us
victory in every situation, then if we do our part and believe Him,
victory will be ours in every circumstance! God said it. [ believe
it. And that settles it!

Il EXPECT THE

In Mark 16, we see another biblical example of some
people who anticipated the worst. They weren’t trusting in their
Heavenly Father’s victory plan that He’d fashioned from the
foundation of the world.

It was the first Easter morning, and the women were on their
way to Jesus’ tomb. They were worried because they couldn’t
figure out who was going to roll away the stone in front of the
tomb. They were focused on all that had gone wrong. They didn’t
realize that God knew exactly what was going on. He’d already
planned the victory for His people through Jesus’ death, burial,
and resurrection.

However, the women were expecting the worst. They talked
among themselves, saying, “It took strong men to roll that stone
over the mouth of the tomb. Who’s going to roll that stone away?
We can’t do it; we’re just too weak.”

But when the women got to the tomb, they found out they
didn’t need to roll the stone away at all! God had already taken
care of it. It had been rolled away by angels!

When stones and boulders of hindrance are blocking our way,
the situation is not too hard for God to handle. It doesn’t matter if
God needs to use an angel to move those stones out of your path!
He can do it. Nothing is too hard for Him. Just trust Him and
know that He will supply your every need ¥
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It's possible through the power of the Holy Spirit.
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WITHIN EACH OF us are
dreams, plans, goals, and visions.
These things may be right on the
cusp of happening, or they may be
buried under years of neglect.

Some people believe that money
is the ultimate resource needed to
reach goals. Money, however, is a
secondary resource. The primary
resources we need to reach our
dreams are time, energy, and
attention. When these three are
working in the same direction on a
goal, big gains can happen.

TIME

Time is flying by for all of us. No
one can add more time to his day,
week, or year. We can only manage
it better. There are many books,
seminars, and systems about time
management. The key is to find
something that works for you and
stick with it.

If we don’t manage our time
properly, we’re letting opportunities
pass us by.

ENERGY

Success takes a lot of work. The
truth is, many people don’t want to
work that hard. They want success,
a portfolio, and a great career. But
they don’t want to exert the energy
needed to make that happen.

Energy is influenced by beliefs,
perceptions, and values. Have you
ever heard of a farmer who wakes
up at 4 am. and says, “I'm too
tired. I’'m not going outside”? No!
Farmers get up regardless of how
they feel. It’s part of their values
and upbringing. There’s a job to do,
so they get up and get it done.

Ultimately, energy boils down to
a decision. We’ll expend energy on
what we want to do. Ask yourself
this: If a big paycheck was on the
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other side of an activity, would you
find the energy for it? Sure you
would.

ATTENTION

The interesting thing about
attention is that you can have the
time and energy to do something,
but if you lose your focus, that
project will never happen. If you
spend your attention on something
else, that job will not get done.

Attention is a resource. Once
it’s depleted, it’s gone. Nowadays,

DON BURNS

our attention is pulled in a million
directions. We live in a day when
we are notified about everything.

Through social media, we know
what everyone is doing in every
part of the world at every moment
of the day! Our attention is being
shattered. It’s difficult to find quiet.

What are you paying attention
to? Some people can’t take their
eyes off their cellphone. Their
attention is not on the task before
them. Something else has pulled it
away from what needs to be done.

There is a distinction between
attention and intention. There are
things in my life that I intended to
do, but I never gave them the proper
attention. As you might guess, they
never got done.

The difference between intention
and attention is the simple word
action. We have dreams, desires,
and plans, but we must put them into
action. They don’t happen on their
own. Remember, we are judged by
our actions, not our intentions.

What have you intended to be?
What have you intended to do? If
these things are not a reality in your
life, it’s because you haven’t put
your attention to them.

Let’s take advantage of the
resources God has given us. Let’s
use our time and energy wisely. And
let’s focus on our goals, dreams,
and desires by putting action to
them. Only then will we achieve
the success we’ve longed for¥

[Editor’s Note: This article was adapted
from Don Burns’ message during the
2015 A Call to Arms Men'’s Conference.]
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Kenneth E. Hagin

THIS IS A SENSITIVE subject in the Church. When you teach
about God’s grace and forgiveness, someone always believes
you’re giving people a license to sin. I always say people do
enough sinning without one.

In First John 2:1, it’s clear that God does not want us to sin:
“My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not.
And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous. ” In this passage, John addresses those saved
under his ministry as his little children. He’s clearly writing to
Christians, urging them not to sin.

As Christians, when we sin, our hearts are grieved. How can
we remove the heavy weight of guilt and grief? In this scripture,
John presents God’s provision for sin: our Advocate, Jesus Christ,
the Righteous.

18 THE WORD OF FAITH // September ‘26

We need mercy when
we have sinned.

JESUS (o7 US

Righteousness is rightstanding with God and the ability to
stand in His presence without an inferiority complex or sin-
consciousness. Sin causes us to lose our sense of righteousness
with God, and our Advocate, Jesus, restores it. How?

First John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins.” 1f you have sinned or failed
as a Christian, you cannot stand in God’s presence without
being aware of your sin. But there is One who can enter on your
behalf: Jesus Christ, the Righteous. “He is the propitiation [the
substitute] for our sins” (1 John 2:2).

First John 1:9 was written to Christians. If you read First
John 1:9-10 and 2:1-2 in sequence, you will see that John is not



writing to sinners. Man put divisions between these chapters, but
John did not write in chapters and verses.

If a person is born again and has the life and nature of God
within him, he doesn’t want to do wrong. But often the devil
tempts people through their flesh and overcomes them when they
are not strong spiritually.

Paul tells us in Galatians 6:1, “Brethren, if a man be overtaken
in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit
of meekness.” In Greek, this verse reads, “If any man among you
be overtaken in an offense, or sin, you which are spiritual, restore
such a one in the spirit of meekness.” God wants His people
restored to full fellowship with Him if they desire it.

For example, if a man were to speak sharply to his wife, he
would not be eternally lost because of it. He would, however, be
out of fellowship with her! He needs to get back into fellowship
with her by apologizing and asking for her forgiveness.

JESUS GZorpives AND (Zfoorces US

Our Advocate, Jesus, forgives our sins when we confess them.
But He does more than that. When we are tempted and sin, we
can claim the promise in First John 1:9. This scripture teaches that
when we confess our sins, He forgives us and cleanses us from
all unrighteousness. He also cleanses us of the sin-consciousness
or spiritual inferiority complex that would keep us from entering
God’s presence.

Many times, new Christians miss God’s will and sin in
ways they are unaware of, yet they are walking in the light (the
understanding of the Word) they do have. First John 1:7 tells
us, “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin.” As I look back, I can see that I missed
God many times without even realizing it. At the time, I walked
in the light I had, and the blood of Jesus cleansed me from sins I
didn’t know about.

When it comes to healing, James 5:14—15 says, “Is any sick
among you? let him call for the elders of the church, and let
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the
Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord
shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be
forgiven him.” We see here the possibility of sin in conjunction
with sickness, and of forgiveness connected with healing.

JESUS (2%~ OUR CASE

An advocate is a lawyer or someone who pleads our case.
When we sin, Jesus serves as our Advocate, pleading our case
before the Father. If a believer is tempted and allows Satan to
gain mastery over him in some matter, when he cries out for
God’s mercy, he can hear Christ, his Advocate, remind him of
First John 1:9. He can also hear Jesus say, “Let us therefore come
boldly unto the throne of grace.” Why? “That we may obtain
mercy” (Heb. 4:16). We need mercy when we have sinned.

To illustrate, a minister friend of mine once ran a red light in a
small town. A policeman pulled him over and issued a ticket for
going 45 in a 30-mph zone. When he appeared in court, the judge
asked whether he had anything to say.

This minister said yes and explained that he was on his way
to preach when he received the traffic ticket. “Judge, I don’t have
a dime,” he said. “T’1l just have to go to jail or work it out on the
county farm. I’'m not going to ask you for justice because I’'m
guilty.”

Then he told the judge that he was like the woman in the Bible
who had been caught in the act of adultery. When her accusers
brought her to Jesus, He said, “He that is without sin among
you, let him first cast a stone at her” (John 8:7). One by one, the
accusers left. When Jesus asked her whether any man condemned
her, she said no. Then Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn thee: go,
and sin no more” (John 8:10-11).

“Judge, I’'m asking for mercy, and I’ll go and sin no more,”
the minister concluded. The judge asked, “Is that story in the
Bible?” When the minister said yes, the judge replied, “I wish
you would show it to me.” The minister had his own copy of
the New Testament and showed the judge the passage. “I teach a
Sunday school class at a local church,” the judge explained. “I’'m
going to teach that passage. Case dismissed.”

Mercy and grace are always available to us when we
sin. All we need to do is call on Jesus, our Advocate ¥

[Editor’s Note: This article was adapted from Kenneth E.
Hagin’s The Present Day Ministry of Jesus Christ.]

Growing Up, Spiritually

As believers, we all begin as spiritual babes in Christ. Just
as we grow in the natural, we are also to grow up spiritually.

Kenneth E. Hagin describes the character traits of each

stage of spiritual growth and explains how we can identify

where we are and advance to the next level.
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GOD LEFT TWO witnesses of

If you prayed this prayer, welcome
Himself upon the earth: His written to God’s family! We want to send
Word (the Bible) and creation. When you material to help you in your

we look at nature, we know there new life with God. Email us at
must be a Designer because there PartnerService@rhema.org or call
is order to everything in it. Because usat 1-800-54-FAITH (543-2484)¥

there is order, there has to be a
purpose. Do you know that you have
a purpose?

You are not on this earth by
chance. Even if you didn’t have a
good start in life, you are here on
purpose. The Bible says God saw
you before you were born and that
“every moment” of your life was
“laid out before a single day had
passed” (Psalm 139:16 New Living
Translation).

This doesn’t negate free will.
It simply means that if you choose
God’s way, He has already laid out
a plan and purpose specifically for
you. He wants you to be part of His
family. Becoming part of His family
means accepting Jesus as your Lord
and Savior. To do that, pray this
prayer from your heart:

God, I cometo Youbelieving
You sent Jesus to die on the
cross for me. The Bible says
that if | confess with my mouth
that Jesus is Lord and believe in
my heart that God raised Him
from the dead, | will be saved
(Romans 10:9). | believe in my
heart that You raised Jesus
from the dead, and | confess
with my mouth that Jesus is my
Lord and Savior. According to
Your Word, | am saved. Amen.
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WE ALL HAVE favorite Scriptures that we refer to frequently. When someone asks me to sign one
of my books, I write my favorite Scripture reference, Philippians 4:13 (KJV), “I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

Many years ago, I was given the responsibility of serving as the interior designer for the Rhema campus. It was an exciting assignment,
but there was one problem—I had never been trained as an interior designer. In fact, I didn’t consider it one of my natural talents.

As the project grew, so did the pressure. Every decision seemed important. Every room needed attention. Every choice felt permanent.
The weight of responsibility became overwhelming, and I did what I should have done from the beginning—I went to the Lord. I didn’t
ask Him for a new talent. I didn’t ask Him to remove the assignment. I simply asked Him for a word that would give me the courage to
continue.

Immediately, the Holy Spirit brought Philippians 4:13 to my remembrance. Then I read it in the Amplified Bible, Classic Edition, and
it came alive in a fresh way: “I have strength for all things in Christ Who empowers me [I am ready for anything and equal to anything
through Him Who infuses inner strength into me; I am self-sufficient in Christ’s sufficiency].”

Notice that Paul did not say, “I can do all things because I am talented.” He didn’t say, “I can do all things because I have experience,
education, or ability.” He said that Christ empowers us. That changes everything. Sometimes God intentionally leads us into assignments
that exceed our abilities. If we could accomplish everything in our own strength, we might begin to depend on ourselves rather than on Him.

Throughout Scripture, we see God choosing ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary purposes. Moses felt inadequate to lead
Israel. Gideon believed he was the least in his family. Jeremiah thought he was too young. The disciples were ordinary fishermen. Yet each
discovered that God’s calling always comes with God’s enabling. God never asks us to accomplish His assignment by ourselves.

You may be facing a situation that feels larger than your experience. Perhaps God has entrusted you with leading your family through
a difficult season. Maybe you’ve accepted a promotion at work that pushes you beyond your comfort zone. You may be caring for aging
parents, serving in ministry, starting a new business, raising children, or walking through a season that requires wisdom you simply do
not have.

It is in those moments that fear often whispers, “You’re not qualified.” But faith answers, “God is.” The Lord has never been limited by
our lack of ability. He simply asks us to trust Him enough to obey. Faith often requires us to step before we feel ready.

As you move forward in obedience, the Holy Spirit will guide you step by step. Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would teach us all
things and guide us into truth (John 14:26; John 16:13). These promises were not given only for spiritual matters—they apply to every area
of life where we need God’s wisdom. The key is to maintain continual fellowship with the Father.

When we regularly spend time in His presence through prayer and His Word, we become familiar with His voice. Sometimes His
direction comes through Scripture. It may come as a quiet inward witness. Other times, He opens or closes a door or gives us wisdom
through godly counsel. However He chooses to lead, He always keeps His promises.

Looking back, I can honestly say that assignment became one of the greatest learning experiences of my life. It wasn’t because I
suddenly became an expert designer. It was because I learned that God’s strength is truly made perfect in our weakness. Every challenge
became another opportunity to witness Him provide wisdom I didn’t possess. Every obstacle became another reminder that His grace
was enough.

Y E IR T

God often stretches us before He enlarges us. He uses unfamiliar assignments to develop greater faith,
deeper dependence, and stronger confidence in His faithfulness. What feels overwhelming today may well
become tomorrow’s testimony of God’s goodness. If you find yourself facing a task that seems impossible,
don’t let fear convince you that you cannot do it. Instead, remember Philippians 4:13.

If God has called you, He will empower you. If He has assigned it, He will equip you. If you trust His
promises, obey His direction, and remain in close fellowship with Him, you will discover what I learned years
ago: His ability is always greater than your inability. You may feel stretched beyond your ability, but you are Wi
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Check
WOR' SEARG' " ‘ N
See if you can find these 10 words

from 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 in the
scrambled letters below. Words can
be vertical, horizontal, or diagonal.

LOVE RUDE

PATIENT BRAG Do you know what a fuel J : :
KIND SELFISH gauge is? It's a gauge on a car that lets the driver know how

JEALOUS TRUSTS much fuel is in the fuel tank. If the fuel is low, then you goto [l ieilelelf”

PROUD HOPES the gas station to fill the fuel tank up. Without fuel, the car :
: b He got caught playing HOOK-Y!

will not work. Love is much like fuel. Without love, your faith 9 ght playing
TPJLOVHI NG will l:otwork. Accordlngto.GaIatllans 5:§, faith works by, Sam: Hey, John, | have a math

love.” So how do you know if you're running low on love? It's roblem for vou. What is
FOBEHOPESP simple . . . just check your Love Gauge! First Corinthians [5)0+50, you.

chapter 13 is the Love Gauge for Christians. When you read '
OEDOAOSPEA verses 4 through 7, you can tell very quickly if you are full of John: 10Q.
TULGPLVAQLT love or if you are running on empty. Sam: You're welcome!

Take this quick test from 1 Corinthians 13 to find out
RPEYREOAF.I where your love level is. Circle one answer per question.

UTOMORRU I E 1. Are you patient? Never(1) ~ Sometimes(2)
2. Are you kind? Sometimes(2

S U B L U B M D S N 3. Doyyouugt:t]ealous? Somet;mes(Z
4. Do you brag? Sometimes(2

TTRODRNQHT 0 you brag omelmes(2
(2

(2

Sam: John, have you ever seen a
horsefly?

John: No, silly! Horses can't fly!

What happened to the clam that
exercised too long?

He pulled a “mussel”!

5. Are you rude? Sometimes

SEAVBIYRN C 6. Are you selfish? Sometimes

7. Do you get angry easily? Sometimes
DYGEKOMTCX 3 LU T T Did you know that farmers have two

done against you? Sometimes(2) .
9. Are you happy when bad extra toes most people don't have?

things happen to others? ~ Never(3) ~ Sometimes(2)  Always(1) Toma-toes and Pota-toes

& y
CStag Plugged In Now add up the points beside each answer that you circled

9-15 points—running on empty! 21-26 points—running on 3/4ths of a tank! does the early worm get?
16-20 points—running on half of a tank! 27 points—YOUR TANK IS FULL! Eaten!

Faith must be “plugged in” to Love in order to work, just like
these lights are plugged in to outlets. Follow the path of these
cords to discover which light is “plugged in” to which outlet.

Did you hear about the selfish opera
singer?

She always warmed up by singing
-ME-ME-ME!

sy ME-ME-ME-ME!

1 pabbnid, keys
SRR Why did the DVD player go to the
ONHA I SAVIS -

LHONuaou L 1 [AIGEEH0
Nsawgnilgns . .
ENIEEETTMNE |t had a slipped disc!
Idv03dA3IdY
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Kennetﬁ ]{agln Ministries @;Jﬁgmégmr Cenified Sourcing

Fa&'  P.O.Box 50126 » Tulsa, OK 74150-0126

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

LYNETTE HAGIN'S WOMEN'S CONFERENCE

KINDLE THE FLAME

SEPT. 24-26

RHEMA.ORG /KTF
1-866-312-0972

Pricing includes a Friday luncheon.

4
-
<

o,

Ve 7 n (?&S Regular Registration
) ,Z( W 75;( / ENDS SEPTEMBER 21
-
=\

*Register at the door, starting
Sept. 24 at 3 P.M.

'I
:F‘gh:‘ © @KHM_USA € @kennethhaginministries #RhemaKTF

il

r‘m'.""i I ;? NOTE: Childcare is not provided. We respecifully ask that you do not bring children,
including infants. However, your daughters and girls age 16 and above are welcome to register.
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REGISTER
TODAY!




