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B HEART TO HEART

Dare to Dream

God has spoken to every one of us at some time in our lives. He's given us dreams, visions,
and goals to accomplish for Him. | want to inspire you to get a new hold on what He's called
you to do. Pull those dreams down from the shelf, dust them off, and get moving!

“But | don't see how it's possible,” you may say. ‘I know God has spoken to me, but | can't do
anything.”

Remember Joseph? He dreamed that his brothers would one day bow down to him. Upset about that dream and jealous of his
relationship with their father, Joseph'’s brothers threw him into a pit. Then they sold him to a passing caravan bound for Egypt
(see Gen. 37).

I'm sure Joseph thought, “God, what is happening? This is not the way | dreamed it"" Later, when he found himself working as a
servant in Egypt and then tossed into prison, he could have said, “Wait a minute, Lord. You're making a mistake!" However, even
though it seemed his dream was shattered, Joseph continued to believe God. And years later, his dream came to pass just as
God had given it. His brothers bowed before him (see Gen. 42:1-6).

Your dreams can come to pass too. When it seems as if the devil has shattered the dream that came to you from God Himself,
don't quit. Reach down, pick up those pieces, and continue to drive for success. Dare to believe! Believe in yourself. Believe in
what God said for you to do. Take the impossible and turn it into the possible with Him this day. Dream the dream, because the
time for victory in your life is now!

Don't miss a single page of this month’s magazine. It's packed full of Bible truths that will build your faith and help you enjoy
God's abundant life!

PS. Happy Independence Day to all my fellow Americans. And happy Canada Day
to all of my friends up north. Thank God for freedom! W"f/ /é%‘»

Trust the Father’s Lead

DENISE HAGIN BURNS

Learn to follow the Father’s lead in whatever
you do. You can always trust His Word even in
times of uncertainty.

8 How to Strengthen Your
Relationship With God
KENNETH W. HAGIN
Is it possible to have the kind of relationship
with God that Abraham had?

KENNETH E. HAGIN
We need to discern the signs of the times and
be ready for Jesus to come back!

1 6 Signs of the Times

e

SEED THOUGHTS Page 22
FAITH ACADEMY Page 23

G.L.0.W.—Go Light Our World

ANGELA DUGGINS

How can we shine for Jesus in a dark world? We need
to be bold, loyal, loving, and led by the Spirit.
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the Father’'s Lead

RESEARCH SHOWS THAT children will
imitate the actions of the adults in their home.
This influences not only their conduct but
also the way they understand and relate to the
world.

My dad wasn’t a perfect dad, but he was
a really good one. When I was growing up,
I loved holding his hand wherever we went
because it made me feel so safe. He taught me
about sports and prepared me to be a boy mom
to my two sons later. Though he taught me a
lot with his words, I also learned so much
from his actions.

I truly believe that the best dads teach
not only with their words, but also with their
actions. You see, it is very easy to say the right
thing, but it takes a lot of determination and
morals to actually do the right thing. I believe

the greatest fathers live out what they say.

Anyone who knows my dad knows that
one of his favorite sayings is “the natural and
the supernatural coming together makes the
explosive force for God.” He taught me both
naturally and supernaturally by walking out
the scriptures (see James 1:22). And the most
important life lesson he taught me was this:
to follow my Heavenly Father wherever He
leads me (see Rom. 8:14).

I remember being six, seven, and eight
years old, traveling constantly with our family
by airplane. Many times, we had really tight
connections at airports like Dallas-Fort Worth
or Chicago O’Hare International. We would
literally have to run to make our connection.

As we were running, my dad would look
at me and say, “Denise, listen to me. You stay



If | could
| could my Heaven

right behind me. You follow me through this crowd, and as long
as you’re right behind me and you can see me, you’re going to
be okay. We’re going to get there, and we’re going to make it.”
I’d say, “Okay, Daddy.”

I would be running as fast as I could, and he would keep
looking back at me. If I got too far behind him, he’d say,
“Denise, come on. Catch up. You have to stay right behind me.
That’s where you’re safe!” So, I learned how to follow him.

As a family, we used to ride three- and four-wheelers. We
went to this place in Oklahoma called Little Sahara State Park.
It has huge, mountainous desert sand dunes that go straight up.
I always rode right behind my dad because he wanted to make
sure I was safe. He would always say, “Hey, stay right behind
me. Whatever I do, wherever I go, you do the same thing. When
we make a sharp turn, if [ lean one way, you lean that way too.
You follow me.”

I remember following my dad one time when he started
going straight up this sand dune. I stopped. He turned around
and looked at me. I shook my head and said, “No. I’'m not doing
that. It’s too scary.”

He came down to where I was and said, “Come on, baby.
You can do it.”

I replied, “Dad, I can’t. It’s too steep. I’'m going to fall over.”

He said, “No, you’re not.” To lessen my fear, he rode up to
the top again and came back down.

I still said, “Nope, not doing it.”

“Come on,” he urged. “I promise you nothing’s going to
happen as long as you stay right behind me. I promise you’ll get
to the top. Trust me.”

So, I said, “Okay, Dad. I will.” Even though I was so scared,
I rode as fast as I could. I got to the top, and we celebrated.

Dad taught me how to follow him even when it looked way
too scary. If I got a little behind, he’d stop and wait for me,

my earthly father when things got tough,

ly Father the same way.

cheering me on all the time. And the reason it is so significant
is that it taught me this: If I could trust my earthly father and
believe that he wouldn’t let anything happen to me, and that
he could see ahead when things got tough, I could trust my
Heavenly Father the same way (see Psalm 56:3).

Dad taught me that when things get difficult, I can trust my
Heavenly Father because He has my best interests in mind. He’s
not going to let anything happen to me because my Heavenly
Father cares way more about me than my earthly father does.

When we follow our Heavenly Father, we know we’ll be
successful in life. John 10:27 says, “My sheep listen to my
voice, I know them, and they follow me” (NLT). In life, we have
to follow Him even when it’s scary, and even when we can’t see
the future.

When I was 23, an event shattered my entire world. There
were days when I woke up and wished I weren’t even alive. |
was absolutely broken and didn’t know how I was going to get
past it.

My dad sat down with me and said, “I want to bring you to
Jeremiah 29:11.” It says, “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’
declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future’” (NIV).

Dad reminded me that when I used to follow him at Little
Sahara, even when it got scary and I didn’t want to, I followed
anyway. He said, “If you’ll just trust your Heavenly Father as
you trusted me, I promise you, He’ll take you to the other side.”
And He did.

So, fathers, I want to ask you, what are your actions teaching
your children? Only you can answer that. If you haven’t been
doing your best, you can change at any time. It just takes one
decision. If you have been doing a great job in that area, I
encourage you to keep modeling for your children what their
Heavenly Father truly looks like W

Learn How to Follow God's Direction

God wants to guide you through your spirit. In these ten

messages, Kenneth E. Hagin offers clear counsel on
recognizing the Holy Spirit's leading.

>
(USB, Kenneth E. Hagin)
[m $24*
$32.40* Canada

(Reg. Price: $30/ $40.50 Canada)
Plus Shipping and Handling
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LYNETTE HAGIN'S WOMEN'S CONFERENCE

KINDLE THE FLAME. &,

} .4l RHEMA.ORG/KTF
WS, 1-866-312-0972

REGISTER EARLY AND SAVE!

Early bird registrants will receive an exclusive MP3 message from Lynette Hagin!

SRYANA 5‘7&”’ Early Bird Registration
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)Z‘(/g Regular Registration
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NOTE: Childcare is not provided. We respectfully ask that you do not bring children,
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RHONDA CLOIN

EVERY BELIEVER HAS an
assignment from God (see 1 Cor. 12).
There is something that God has
called you to do. Maybe it’s not to
stand behind a pulpit. That doesn’t
make your assignment any less. You
may be called to be a teacher, a bus
driver, an attorney, a nurse, a doctor,
or a stay-at-home mom. Whatever
it is, there’s a specific assignment
for you.

The enemy will bring opposition
to try to stop you from fulfilling that
assignment (see 1 Cor. 16:9). He
wants you to get so consumed with
the opposition that you forget your
position.

There are two lenses through
which we can view our
circumstances: the lens of our own
human natural strength, or the
lens of God’s Word. Choose to
focus on the Word.

No matter what comes against
us, we have the Word of God that
tells us we’re overcomers. The
Bible says that in this world we’ll
have tribulations, but it didn’t stop
there. Jesus said, “But be of good
cheer, I have overcome the world”
(John 16:33 NKJV).

Things are going to come against
us. We know and understand that.
But God has given us the necessary
tools, equipment, and resources we
need to stand against the enemy’s
attacks and walk in victory. To
illustrate this, I want us to look at a
very familiar person in the Word of
God—Abraham.

ROMANS 4:17-18 (MSG)

17 We call Abraham “father”
not because he got God’s
attention by living like a saint,
but because God made
something out of Abraham
when he was a nobody. Isn’t

that what we’ve always read
in Scripture, God saying to
Abraham, “l set you up as
the father of many peoples”?
Abraham was the first named
“father” and then became a
father because he dared to
trust God to do what only
God could do: raise the dead
to life, with a word make
something out of nothing.

18 When everything was
hopeless, Abraham believed
anyway, deciding to live not
on the basis of what he saw
he couldn’t do but on what
God said he would do.” And
so he was made the father of
a multitude of peoples. God
himself said to him, “You're
going to have a big family,
Abraham!”

Sometimes we’re too quick to
respond. How do I know? Because
I’ve done it many, many times—in
the wrong way. The stories in the
Bible aren’t included just to make
a great Sunday school story. These
things are in there for our example.
And if we do what they did, we’ll
get the same results they did.

When Abraham received God’s
promise that he would be the father
of many nations, he could easily
have made a list of every single
reason why that wasn’t possible.

In verse 18, we notice that
Abraham chose which direction
to look. “When everything was
hopeless, Abraham believed
anyway, deciding to live not on the
basis of what he saw he couldn t do,
but on the basis of what God said he
would do.”

Every day, we have a choice
about what we focus on. Abraham
focused on “what God said.” He

lifted his attention from the natural
onto God’s Word.

The next time your problems
start screaming for your attention,
ask yourself, “Is what I’m seeing
greater than what He [God]
says?” Absolutely not! I want to
encourage you to look through the
lens of God’s Word today, fix your
focus on the answer, and defeat the
opposition. v

[Editor’s note: Rhonda Cloin, an RBTC
alumna, is co-pastor of Midwest
Believers Church in Champaign, lllinois.
This article was adapted from her
message at Lynette Hagin’s Kindle the
Flame Women’s Conference 2025.]

KINMDLE tHE .
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GOD NOT ONLY spoke to
Abraham but also considered him
a friend. Genesis 18:19 says, “For
I know him, that he will command
his children and his household
after him, and they shall keep the
way of the Lord, to do justice and
Jjudgment, that the Lord may bring
upon Abraham that which he hath
spoken of him.”

The phrase “I know him” in this
verse means God knew Abraham as an acquaintance, a familiar
friend, and a kinsman. God referred to Abraham as a familiar
friend. What kind of relationship do you have with God? Do you
consider God a friend? Does God consider you a friend? These
are important questions to ponder.

Abraham is an example for us to follow. If we believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ and are living according to God’s Word, it is
possible for us to have the kind of relationship with God that
Abraham had.

4. We can talk to God heart to heart as Abraham did.

In Genesis 18:20, God and Abraham began sharing their
hearts with one another. God told Abraham that He was going
to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham bargained with God

KENNETH W. HAGIN
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RELATIONSHI

to try to save those wicked cities for the sake of his nephew Lot
and his family.

GENESIS 18:23-33 (NIV)

23 Abraham approached him [God] and said, “Will you
sweep away both the righteous and the wicked?

24 Suppose you find fifty righteous people living there in
the city—will you still sweep it away and not spare it for
their sakes?

25 Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the
righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the
wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all
the earth do right?”

26 The Lord said, “If | find fifty righteous people in the
city of Sodom, | will spare the whole place for their sake.”
27 Then Abraham spoke up again. “Now that | have been
so bold as to speak to the Lord, though | am nothing but
dust and ashes,

28 What if the number of the righteous is five less than
fifty? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five
people?” “If | find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not
destroy it.”

29 Once again he spoke to him, “What if only forty are
found there?” He said, “For the sake of forty, | will not
doit.”



30 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let
me speak. What if only thirty can be found there?” He
answered, “l will not do it if | find thirty there.”

31 Abraham said, “Now that | have been so bold as
to speak to the Lord, what if only twenty can be found
there?” He said, “For the sake of twenty, | will not
destroy it.”

32 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let
me speak just once
more. What if only ten
can be found there?”
He answered, “For the
sake of ten, | will not
destroy it.”

33 When the Lord
had finished speaking
with Abraham, he
left, and Abraham
returned home.

In this passage, we see
Abraham bargaining with
God. When the Lord said
He was going to destroy the
city, Abraham said, “Wait
a minute. There might be

some righteous people
living there. If there are 50 righteous people, will you spare the
city?”

The Lord said, “Okay. If there are 50 righteous people there,
I will spare it.” Abraham got a little bolder and kept lowering the
number until the Lord agreed to spare the city if just 10 righteous
people could be found there. Evidently, they couldn’t find 10
because the city was destroyed, but Lot and his two daughters
were spared.

In every relationship, each person being able to share their
heart with the other person is a vital key. There is no genuine
relationship unless you can communicate heart-to-heart.

There is no genuine
relationship unless
you can communicate

. Like Abraham, we can share our concerns with God.

Notice that Abraham and God talked with one another. God
shared His plan, and Abraham shared his concern. As God shares
His plans with you, are you able to share your concerns with
Him? If you have a proper relationship with Him, you can.

In Genesis 18, God was willing to adjust His plans because
Abraham was concerned about his relatives in Sodom. When
God shares His plans with you, because you are in a covenant
relationship with Him, as
Abraham was, He will work
with you concerning your
desires in the situation. You
are a spiritual descendant of
Abraham, our father in the faith.
If God worked with Abraham
and altered His plan for him,
why wouldn’t He work
with you?

. Abraham took advantage
of the covenant he had with
God, and so can we.

If you are born again and
have a covenant relationship
with God, you, too, are God’s
friend.

Are you taking advantage
of the covenant you have with
God? Are you communicating with Him regularly? Are you
spending time worshipping God? Are you discussing things with
Him before you do them? Are you willing to follow and obey
Him implicitly?

Determine in your heart today that you are going to walk
according to God’s Word and live in a covenant relationship with
Him the way Abraham did. Then you will receive the blessing of
Abraham and be called God’s friend. ¥

SPECIAL OFFER

You Have an Inheritance Through Christ

God has given every believer a rich inheritance through Christ. e ..".:' 4

But to experience it, you must know what belongs to you. In this
series, Kenneth W. Hagin reveals through Scripture the many
blessings you now have as a child of God. You will also gain a
better understanding of the power of confessing the Word of

God in the midst of adversity.

g BECAUSE OF JESUS

(3-MP3 download, Kenneth W. Hagin)
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ANGELA DUGGINS |

CHRISTIANS ARE CALLED to
be a light to the world. Jesus tells
us in Matthew 5:16 (NIV), “Let
your light shine before others, that
they may see your good deeds and
glorify your Father in heaven.” Our
words and actions are to shine and
point others directly back to God.

As believers, glowing should
come naturally, right? But what
does it truly take to stand out in a
dark world? Here are four essential
points I believe the Holy Spirit
revealed to me.

First, glowing takes godly
boldness. There are a lot of loud
people out there, but loud doesn’t
equal bold. Think about it: Jesus
was bold. He never did anything just
to create noise or have an argument.
Godly boldness isn’t yelling at
people, demanding that they change
their ways, and telling them all the
sins they’re living in. That kind of
behavior won’t change anybody’s
mind. It’s not getting on Facebook
and anonymously putting your
opinion on someone’s controversial
post. We’re not winning anybody
by doing that. Boldness isn’t always
something we say. Actions speak
a lot louder than words. Boldness
might be walking away from a
situation, not arguing even when
we’re being baited.

At the end of the
day, we should be bold because
we want to bring more people to
Heaven with us. That’s our only job
down here.

Second, we must be loyal to
Jesus. Bees serve as a perfect
example of loyalty in the animal
kingdom. A swarm of bees is
incredibly faithful to its queen—if
she leaves, the entire swarm stops
what it’s doing to follow her. We
should ask ourselves: “Am I willing

to do whatever it takes to follow
Jesus?” Here’s the thing: If we
don’t know Him, we can’t be loyal
to Him. We need to spend time in
the Word, pray, and attend church
to grow in our relationship with
Him and develop our loyalty. Let’s
prioritize these things and surrender
our lives to Jesus. If we choose to
keep our lives for ourselves, we’ll
forfeit what we’re trying to keep
(see Luke 17:33). Instead, we must
know Jesus and be fiercely loyal
to Him. As we surrender to Him,
He will show us what it is like to
truly live.

The third thing required for
us to glow is outrageous love.
John 13:35 (NLT) says, “Your love

for one another will prove to the

world that you are my disciples.”
Jesus modeled this for us. Over and
over, we see Him connecting with
people everyone else avoided. Jesus
loved people, even if the Pharisees
were appalled at Him for doing so.
The world cannot understand His
kind of outrageous love because
it’s different. It’s
not what the world
is used to. The next
time someone hurts
you, choose to love
them. That kind of
love moves even
the hardest hearts.

And lastly,
glowing  requires
walking in  the
Spirit. We don’t
have to do this
life  alone.

Jesus could only be in one place
at a time. So after His resurrection,
He sent the Holy Spirit to us. That
way, He can be with us all the time,

everywhere we go. Jesus gave us
the Holy Spirit so that we can go
into the world and truly shine for
the Lord. Isn’t it amazing that the
same resurrecting power that raised
Jesus from the dead lives in us
(Rom. 8:11)? On our own, we are
nothing special. But once we give
our lives to Jesus, we start glowing.
And when we continue to seek God
and let the Holy Spirit lead us, we
will shine more and more brightly.
We can be an unstoppable
force for God and bring many lost
people into the Kingdom. Let’s
carry a godly boldness wherever
we go, demonstrate unmatched
loyalty, and love outrageously
while following the Holy Spirit. We
have to walk in His power if we’re
going to do what we’re called to
in these last days. We are to glow,
be the light of the world, and bring
many people to Heaven with us.¥

[Editor’s note: Angela Duggins is the
children’s pastor at Rhema Bible Church,
as well as the Campmeeting Children’s
Ministry Director.]

KENNETH HAGIN MINISTRIES'

CAMPMEETING
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Children’s Ministry
For Infants—5th Grade
During the PM Services

Blitz/Youth Services
During the AM &
PM Services
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.r;mt as the wnrld gweth; g:l.‘!fE i )rnu. Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”

~—John 14:27

PEACE, WONDERFUL PEACE!
The Lord has said that He will give
us peace. And not just any kind of
peace—His peace.

In the world we live in, we
desperately need peace. The turmoil
around us is mind-boggling. Reports
of wars, earthquakes, floods, and
every other type of calamity ﬁll. the
news. It seems that the only things
we hear about are tragedies.

Meanwhile, man has more conveniences and luxuries than
ever before. Many of them are designed to save time as well as
make our lives easier. All we have to do is push a button and
things get done!

With all of our modern conveniences, you would think that
we would have more time. But despite modern technology, we
seem to have less time. And even though we have every possible
convenience of the times, there is no peace.

Thank God, our Heavenly Father has provided peace for us!
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Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore being justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

God loved us so much that He sent His Son to redeem mankind
and restore our peace with Him. According to John 10:10, Jesus
came that we might have life and have it more abundantly.

Of course, we cannot have peace without knowing the Prince
of Peace. We must accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior before we
can experience true peace.

Sadly, many people today who have accepted Jesus as their
Lord and Savior don’t have peace. Why? Because they have not
accepted Him as their Peace Giver.

I know when things begin to crumble under my feet—and
they do crumble sometimes—1Jesus is the One I turn to. You
see, everything is not going to be a bed of roses just because
we become Christians. We’re still going to go through trials and
struggles.

In John 16:33, the Lord said, “These things I have spoken unto
you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have
tribulation: but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”
Jesus is telling us that in this world we will go through rough




places and deep valleys, but we’re not to camp in those valleys.
We’re to walk through them in peace, knowing that He has
overcome the world.

Instead of turning to the Lord for peace, many people today—
including some Christians—are turning to drugs and alcohol to
help them find peace. But God can carry us through the dark days
and troubled times without altering our body chemistry!

Thank God,

our Heavenly Father
has provided
peace for us!

Besides, drugs and alcohol can only give us temporary peace.
But God can give us permanent peace. In times of anxiety and
stress, we must turn to the Lord, because He is our peace! He’s
the only One Who can lead us safely through the storms of life!

Keep Your Mind on the Mountain Mover

As long as we’re living on this earth, there will be challenges.
But we can still have peace. Sometimes we get so involved in
thinking about our mountain of problems that we forget to
keep our minds on the Mountain Mover. When we keep our
minds on our Heavenly Father, we won’t worry about troubles

FAITH |N ACTION ..........................................

Reep Your Focus

When anxious, fearful thoughts bombard our
minds, we can cast them down. As we keep our
thoughts focused on the right things, God can
deliver us and keep us in perfect peace. Here are
some things we can do to maintain a peaceful
mind:

e Refuse to fear.

e When a problem strikes, don’t panic. Make
your request known to God (Phil. 4:6-7).

e Draw upon God’s strength.

e Focus on all the good things God has done
for you.

* Quit pondering the “what-ifs” of life.

As we meditate on God’s promises, we won'’t
have time to worry, complain, or grow discouraged.
We'll always have a good report—the report of
God’s Word.

in the economy. Everything around us may be spinning, but our
confidence will be in God and His Word!

There’s an old song that says, “I trust in God wherever [ may
be, Upon the land or on the rolling sea, For, come what may, from
day to day, My heav’nly Father watches over me.”

God is watching over us! And His desire is that we live a life of
peace, joy, and abundance. As we keep our minds focused on the
Lord and lean on Him, the struggles will fade away, the turmoil
will cease, and He will give us a peace that nothing else can! v

1 W.C. Martin, 1910. Music by Charles H. Gabriel. “My Father Watches
Over Me.” Public Domain.
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The hope of Jesus’ coming is a purifying hope.

Timeless
Teachings
f Kenneth E. Hagin

JUST AS THERE are
natural signs in the physical
world, such as dark clouds
before a storm, there are
also signs of the times found in God’s Word.

In Luke 21:25-27, Jesus said that before the Son of Man
returned, there would be signs in the sun, moon, and stars. In
fact, throughout most of the chapter, Jesus talked about the signs
that would point to His return. Therefore, we need to discern the
signs of the times!

People are always prophesying that Jesus will come at
a certain time. But Jesus Himself said He doesn’t know the
day or hour of His return; only the Heavenly Father knows
(Mark 13:32). However, one thing we do know for certain: Jesus
is coming again! And according to the Word of God, there are
signs to let us know when the time of His return is near.

DO NOT BE TROUBLED
Let’s look at Second Timothy.

2 TIMOTHY 3:1
1 This know also, that in the last days PERILOUS TIMES
shall come.

16 THE WORD OF FAITH // June/luly 26

The expression “last days” is used several times in the New
Testament by different writers. Here, the Apostle Paul writes that
in the last days, perilous times shall come, and he goes on to
list many more signs in Second Timothy 3:3-4. We are living in
perilous times right now, and it’s just one sign that the coming of
Jesus is near. But we are not afraid because God has not given us
a spirit of fear!

Notice in Second Peter that false teachers are another sign of
the last days (2 Pet. 2:1-3). A true teacher and minister of the
Gospel does not put money first. Sure, he will teach God’s people
the Word about giving tithes and offerings because he wants them
to be blessed. But there is a vast difference between teaching
people the Word about giving and “making merchandise”
of them.

In Matthew chapter 24, Jesus provided us with some other
signs relating to the end times.

MATTHEW 24:6-8

6 And ye shall hear of WARS AND RUMOURS OF WARS:
see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come
to pass, but the end is not yet.

7 For NATION SHALL RISE AGAINST NATION, and




KINGDOM AGAINST KINGDOM: and there shall be
FAMINES, and PESTILENCES, and EARTHQUAKES, in
divers places.

8 All these are the beginning of sorrows.

Jesus said there would be an increase of wars and what we call
natural disasters. But He also said not to be troubled when these
things come to pass because the end is not yet. All these are just
the beginning of sorrows. However, if you look at these signs,
you can readily see that His coming is near.

LOOK FOR THE LORD'S RETURN

We can see in many of the epistles Paul wrote that the Early
Church was looking for Jesus to return at any time. But there were
scoffers who said, “It hasn’t happened yet. Jesus hasn’t returned.”
Peter addressed this, saying, “I am stirring up your pure minds by
way of remembrance that one day with the Lord is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years is as one day. Therefore, rest assured!
He is coming.” In the last days, scoffers will come walking
after their own lusts; they are just another sign of the times
(see 2 Pet. 3:1-8).

If you don’t believe Jesus is coming again, then it doesn’t
make any difference to you how you live. But when you know He
is coming, the hope of His return will affect the way you live. The
Bible says every man who has this hope in Him purifies himself
(1 John 3:3). The hope of Jesus’ coming causes us to purify our
lives.

Someone might ask, “Well, why hasn’t Jesus come?” Because
He is waiting for the precious fruit of the earth, and He has long
patience for it!

JAMES 5:7

7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the
Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious
fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he
receive the early and latter rain.

We, too, should be patient and establish our hearts, for the
coming of the Lord draws nigh! Several years ago, I was
particularly impressed with this verse of Scripture, and I thought:
There is going to be an end-time revival, and people from every
nation will be saved! Jesus Himself said in Matthew 24:14, “This
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in ALL the world for
a witness unto all nations, and THEN shall the end come.” So
there has to be a revival before He comes again. That means a
worldwide harvest of souls—of people being saved and born
again into the family of God!

PURSUE THE HARVEST

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit is another sign of the last
days. God will pour out His Spirit on all flesh (Acts 2:14-18).
That means all people, including church folk. Therefore, not
only will unsaved folks be born again and become children of
God, but people will be baptized and filled with the Spirit! You
see, God is interested in getting the lost saved, but He is also
interested in reviving dead church members—getting them filled
with the Spirit and “on fire” for Him. When believers get on fire,
they also get to work. They find their place in the Body and help
reap the end-time harvest. Revival is not just a matter of folks

getting blessed. It is a matter of folks getting blessed and being a
blessing. We want to get blessed so we can be a blessing!

Friends, the signs of the times all point to the fact that we are
living in the last days. Jesus is coming again. But right now, He
is waiting for the precious fruit of the earth. God is pouring out
His Spirit in these last days, calling the world to salvation through
repentance and calling Christians to get on fire for Him. Scoffers
will continue walking after their own lusts until the very end. But
make sure that you correctly discern the signs of the times!

If you are truly looking for Jesus to come, it will affect the way
you live—because the hope of His return is a purifying hope. So
examine yourself and lay down anything of the flesh that hinders
you from going forth in the work of the Lord. Be filled with the
Holy Spirit and stay full so you can be the blessing God ordained
you to be in these last days!*

[Editor’s note: This article was adapted from the 1996 article, “Signs of the
Times,” in The Word of Faith by Kenneth E. Hagin.]
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Dangerous Self-Honor

DOUG JONES |

FOR YEARS, I taught that the
opposite of honor is dishonor, but
that’s not true. Dishonor is simply
the offspring of something more
lifestyle and
livelihood than we can ever imagine.
The mother of dishonor is self-
honor. When self-honor is alive,
we will dishonor God, the Word,
and the Holy Spirit. We’ll dishonor
our mother and our father. We’ll
dishonor our spouse. It’s impossible
to honor others in life when our
primary goal is to honor ourselves.
When self sits on the throne,
everyone else becomes insignificant.

The first display of self-honor
appears in Isaiah 14:12-15, with
Lucifer’s fall. He was the third-
highest angelic force in Heaven,
alongside Gabriel and Michael.
Each one of them had a third of the
angels assigned to them. And yet
we see a deterioration in Lucifer’s
service and attitude toward God.
With his angels, he actually set out
to rebel against God through war.
Because of the desire to self-honor,
he became dishonorable to God and
therefore unusable by Him. Lucifer
endeavored to honor himself and
failed to obtain honor altogether.

Jesus exemplifies that to be
honored, we have to strip ourselves
of any desire to self-promote. We
must let go of our own words,
thoughts, and ideas, and instead
embrace God’s ideas. Jesus, our
Savior, stripped Himself of all His
heavenly dignity and all of His
heavenly power, and became as
a man.

In Philippians 2:8-9, Paul
writes that when Jesus was “found
in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross.
Wherefore God also hath highly
exalted him, and given him a name
which is above every name.” Jesus

cancerous to our

obtained honor by stripping Himself
of His own personal desires. He
submitted Himself completely to
His Father and remained continually
available to the Spirit of God. He
emptied Himself and became a
vessel.

So here we have an individual,
Jesus, who was going to live for
God, whether He was honored or not.
Then we have another
individual, Lucifer,
whose only goal was to
be honored, recognized,
and seen. One obtained
honor, while the other
came dreadfully short
of it. This gives us
some insight into the
dangers of promoting
our opinions and ways
over God’s Word and
His ways.

I’'ve come to notice
that in Galatians
5:19-21, the works of
the flesh are simply a
manifestation of self-
honor. These behaviors are produced
when we honor our flesh: our ways,
desires, and pursuits.

No clearer do we see the pull
of dishonor than in the workplace.
We must not honor self on the job.
When we do, we’re actually pushing
people toward hell more than we can
imagine. In 1 Timothy 6:1 and Titus
2:9-10, Paul writes that our conduct
on the job can either push people
away from desiring a relationship
with God or make a relationship with
Him look attractive. When we’re
not functioning properly within
God’s design, we’re dishonoring the
Designer. We are to exert as much
effort when we’re not being watched
as when we are. A God-honoring
person  works steadfastly no
matter what.

The opposite of fleshly, self-

focused behaviors are the works of
the Spirit. Every one of the godly
fruits listed in Galatians 5:22 brings
honor to God. Why? Because when
we walk in love, we’re honoring
God. When we’re long-suffering
toward an individual, we’re honoring
God. When we are gentle toward an
individual who doesn’t deserve it,
we’re honoring God.

The point of the matter is simply
this. Ecclesiastes 12:13 says, “Let
us hear the conclusion of the whole
matter: Fear God, and keep his
commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man.” Find out what the
Word says about how you are to
function in the positions you’re in.
Then say, “Father, not my will, but
Thine be done.”

Strip yourself of your personal
ambitions, desires, and opinions,
thinking, “Well, I deserve this.” Let
it be done with the Word of God.
Let’s honor Him with the Word
throughout our lives.¥

[Editor’s note: Doug Jones, an RBTC
instructor and one of the first alumni to
graduate from Rhema in 1975, delivered
this message at Winter Bible Seminar
2026.]
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When You

Choose Jesus, 1

Youre

Approved!

SEVEN-YEAR-OLD JEFF STEPPED into the batter’s box. He
waited patiently as the pitcher went into his windup and delivered
a pitch. With a fluid swing, Jeff made contact and drove the ball
to left field for a base hit. As he stood on first base and gazed
frowningly into the nearly full bleachers, someone yelled, “Nice
hit, Jeff!” Everyone was clapping for him, but he was looking
for only one person. Then their eyes met. It was his father giving
him a thumbs-up. With a huge grin on his face, Jeff focused on
the game again.

Many children look to their fathers for approval. But once we
accept Jesus as our Savior, we have a Heavenly Father whose
approval we don’t have to seek. He loves His children no matter
what. It’s impossible for Him to love them any more than He
already does.

The Bible says, “For God so loved the world that He gave

- F

s

-

-
L 7

His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16 New King James
Version). To show how much He loves us, God gave what He
treasured most—His Son, Jesus.

If you have not yet accepted His gift, you can do so by praying
this simple prayer from your heart:

God, I come to You believing that You hear me, and I won’t
be turned away. [ admit that I’m not right with You, and [ want to
be right with You. Please forgive me of my sins. The Bible says
that if I confess with my mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in
my heart that He rose from the dead, I will be saved (Romans
10:9). I believe in my heart that Jesus rose from the dead, and I
confess Him as my Lord and Savior. Thank You for saving me
and bringing me into Your family.*

If you prayed that prayer, we welcome you to God’s family! To receive helpful material

for your new journey with God, please email us at PartnerService@rhema.org or call
1-800-54-FAITH (543-2484), and tell us you said the prayer today.*
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WE ARE LIVING in a time when anxiety and worry seem
to be constant companions for many. The pressures of life, the
uncertainty of the future, financial concerns, health challenges, and
family situations—these things can easily weigh heavily on the
heart. If we are not careful, worry will quietly take up residence in
our thoughts and begin to shape our outlook on life.

Yet in the midst of all this, Jesus gives us a clear and direct
command: “Do not worry.” That’s not a suggestion. It’s not a
gentle recommendation. It’s a command!

In Matthew 6:25, Jesus speaks directly to worry. He says,
“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you
will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you
will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than
clothing?” He then reminds us to look at the birds of the air—they
don’t sow or reap, yet our Heavenly Father feeds them. He also
points to the lilies of the field, which grow without toil yet are
clothed in beauty greater than Solomon’s.

What is Jesus doing? He is shifting our focus. Worry always
magnifies the problem. Faith magnifies God. When we worry,
we are consumed with “What if?”” What if this doesn’t work out?
What if things get worse? But faith says, “Even if... God is still
faithful.”

Even if the situation doesn’t look like I expected it to... God
is still working. Even if I don’t understand the timing... God is
still in control. Even if I feel overwhelmed... God has not left me.
There is a simple yet powerful truth we must anchor ourselves in:
God has your best interests in mind. He is not distant. He is not
unaware. He is not indifferent to what you are facing. In fact, He is
already present in your tomorrow.

One subtle danger of worry
is that it tries to convince us that
everything depends on us. It
places the burden of outcomes
squarely on our shoulders.

But Jesus reminds us that our
Heavenly Father knows what
we need—before we even ask
(Matthew 6:8). Worry says,
“I have to figure this out.”
’Faith says, “God
is already
working it
| out.” Worry

strength. Faith renews your
strength. Worry clouds your
thinking. Faith brings clarity
and peace.

I’m reminded of
something lighthearted yet
surprisingly meaningful—the §= ° p—
little fish from the song “Don’t =
Worry, Be Happy.”™ While it
may seem simple, there’s a truth
hidden there. Sometimes we overcomplicate what God has already
made clear. We carry burdens we were never meant to carry. That
doesn’t mean we ignore responsibility or pretend problems don’t
exist. [t means we refuse to let worry dominate our hearts. It means
we choose trust over torment.

Philippians 4:6-7 says: “Be anxious for nothing, but in
everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known to God,; and the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus.” Notice the process: Be anxious for
nothing. Pray about everything. Thank God in advance. Receive
supernatural peace.

One of the most practical ways to combat worry is to replace
it with prayer. Every time a worry arises, turn it into a prayer.

Don’t rehearse the problem—release it. Instead of saying, “What
am I going to do?” say, “Lord, I trust You with this.” Instead of
saying, “This is too much for me,” say, “This is not too much for
God.” Instead of carrying it all day, lay it down—again and again
if needed.

Sometimes we think victory over worry means we will never
feel pressure again. That’s not realistic. The victory is in how we
respond when pressure comes. Do we hold on to it, or do we hand
it over? God is not asking you to pretend everything is perfect. He
is asking you to trust Him in the midst of what is not.

Isaiah 26:3 (NLT) says: “You will keep in perfect peace all who
trust in you, all whose thoughts are fixed on you!”

Today, if anxiety has been knocking at your door, you don’t
have to invite it in. You can make a different choice. You can
choose peace. You can choose trust. You can choose to believe that
God is already ahead of you, making a way where there seems to
be no way. .
So, take a deep breath. Release what you’ve been holding.

Remind yourself: God is with me. God is for me. God is working L
on my behalf. Don’t worry. Trust Him—and yes, be happy in Hil.’\I_l.* . :
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Using the numbers and letters on the phone buttons above, see
if you can figure out what each phone number below stands for.
We'll give you the first letter . . . here’s an example!
If you need someone to talk to just call: 1-777-P72-9377
1-777-P72-9377 = 1-777-PRAYERS
1. When you're not feeling well, call: 1-777-H32-5464
2. If you need to get close to God, call: 1-777-W67-7447
3. When you feel afraid, call: 1-777-C68-7243
4. If you've done something wrong, call: 1-777-C66-3377
5. If you're discouraged and sad, call: 1-777-H673-569
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When police arrest a person who has done something
wrong, they let him make one phone call to contact a
person who can help him. Well, there are times in your
life as a Christian when you do something wrong and
you sin. In those times, you also need to make a call to
someone who can help you. The Bible tells us in First
John 2:1 that “if anyone sins, we have an Advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (NKJV).
An advocate is a person who is a legal advisor, or a
LAWYER. Jesus is our lawyer who represents us before
God! If we sin, First John 1:9 tells us to “confess our
sins.” When we confess our sins, Jesus goes before the
Father (the Judge) on our behalf to plead our case. And
the Father forgives us and clears our record. Always
remember, there are two good things about having
Jesus as your lawyer: (1) He's the Judge's Son, and (2)
He's already received the punishment for your sin. So,
the next time you sin, quickly confess your sin and call
on Jesus . .. YOUR LAWYER IN HEAVEN!
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jokes &
Fiddles

4
“A merry heart y

does good,
like rmedicing.”

—Proverbs 17:22 (NKJV)

How many seconds are there in a year?

12—January 2nd, February 2nd,
March2nd. ..

There is a word,

six letters it contains.
When | subtract one,
twelve is what remains.
What is the word?

Dozens

What do you get when you cross a
porcupine and a turtle?

A slowpoke

What's in the middle of nowhere?
The letter H

What is more dangerous than
pulling a shark's tooth?

Giving a porcupine a back rub

What happened to the lady who
dreamed she was eating a huge
marshmallow?

She woke up and her pillow had
disappeared.

What letters are bad for your teeth?
D K (Decay)

A frog, a duck, and a skunk went to a
movie. Tickets cost $1. Which animal
didn't get in?

The skunk, because the frog had a
greenback, the duck had a bill, but
the skunk only had a scent.
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