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I HEART TO HEART

The Future Begins Today

Many people say, “If | can just make it until tomorrow, my problems will all be over.” No,
they won't. If you do nothing today about your problems, they'll still be with you tomorrow.
In other words, if you want to change your tomorrows, then change your todays. Your
future starts right now.

What is the first step toward a successful tomorrow? We find the answer in Joshua chap-

ter 3. Joshua told the people, “ ‘Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you’” (v. 5 NIV).
Consecration. For the Israelites, this meant physically purifying themselves to be able to move with God. For us, it means that
we set ourselves apart from the world's system and ways of doing things. We give every area of our lives over to the Lord.

You see, if we want a successful future, we must be consecrated to God and His Word no matter what obstacles come. It's
easy to commit ourselves when life is going great. It's another thing to remain consecrated when everything is going wrong
and it looks as though we're going backward instead of forward. As we say in my home state of Texas, we must be submitted
lock, stock, and barrel. When we're submitted wholly and completely, God is able to use us.

So, begin to do something about your tomorrow—today! Remember, who you are today determines who you are tomorrow.
What you do today determines where you're able to go tomorrow. What you think and say today determines your attitude tomor-
row. That's why it's so essential to consecrate yourself to the Lord. Your tomorrow begins today!
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— The Who in the Storm
4 ﬁ i DENISE HAGIN BURNS
z When life feels uncertain, peace comes from
g knowing Who is in your boat. Discover how
Jesus becomes your calm, your comfort, and
your confidence in every storm.

6 No More Excuses

CRAIG W. HAGIN

Jesus has given us everything we need to
succeed in life. So let’s drop the excuses and
act on God’s Word to receive what is ours.

Maintaining Joy in Every Season
LYNETTE HAGIN
Steps on how to overcome fear, offense, and
comparison by holding fast to God’s joy.
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Will you Fight or Faint?

KENNETH W. HAGIN

Don’t give up when answers seem delayed. Stay
strong in faith, keep confessing God’s Word, and
remain fully persuaded. Payday is coming!
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WHEN WE HEAR the word “storm,”
most of us think about bad weather—wind,
lightning, thunder, and rain. Growing up
in Oklahoma, I learned all about storms.
Tornado warnings in the middle of the
night were the worst! My mom would
wake me up and rush us into the closet
under the stairs. I can still remember
my heart pounding and the fear of not
DENISE HAGIN BURNS @ knowing what would happen. Would our
house be hit this time? Would the storm
pass by? That uncertainty is what makes storms so unsettling.
Life can feel the same way. We all face storm seasons when the outcome
is uncertain—a diagnosis we didn’t anticipate, a relationship that falls
apart, or a sudden financial crisis. We can’t control these moments, and
like the disciples in the boat with Jesus, we sometimes wonder, “Doesn’t
He care that I’'m drowning?” (See Mark 4:38.) But the truth is, Jesus is
always with us in the storm.
There was a time in my life when I asked God the same question: “Why
is this happening?” I was cleaning my bathroom one day, crying and
praying, when the Lord gently spoke to my heart: “You’re asking the
wrong question. Stop asking why—ask who is with you in the storm.”
That moment changed everything. I realized that peace doesn’t come
from understanding “why” the storm happens. It comes from knowing
“who” is with me in it.




Even when we are right in the center of God’s will, storms can
still come. In Mark chapter 4, the disciples were obeying Jesus
when the storm struck. But Jesus was with them, calm and in
control. He rebuked the wind and the waves, and peace was
restored. Jesus never promised life would be free of storms,
but He did promise to be our peace through every storm
(John 16:33).

TAKE HEART

When Jesus told His followers to “take heart,” He was
calling them to action. The Greek word for that phrase means to
have unwavering courage—a bold inner confidence that comes
from the Spirit of God. Taking heart isn’t something we do on
our own. It’s a spiritual response that says, “I refuse to let fear
lead me. I choose courage because Jesus is in my boat.”

Whatever storm you’re facing today, remember this: Jesus will
be exactly what you need Him to be. He is the calm, the joy, the
comfort, the focus, and the voice that steadies you through it all.

THE CALM IN THE STORM

In Mark 4:39 (NLT), Jesus said, “‘Silence! Be still!’ Suddenly
the wind stopped, and there was a great calm.” The same Jesus
who calmed the natural storm can also calm the emotional and
spiritual storms in your heart. Philippians 4:6—7 tells us that
when we pray and share our needs with God, His peace will
guard our hearts and minds. The first step toward peace is
talking to Him about everything that concerns you. When you
release your worries in prayer, you make room for His calm to
take over.

THE JOY IN THE STORM

James 1:2 (NIV) encourages us to “consider it pure joy”
when we face trials. Joy doesn’t mean pretending everything is
fine; it’s choosing to rejoice because you recognize the storm
is temporary. Proverbs 17:22 (NIV) states, “A cheerful heart
is good medicine.” Even science confirms that laughter and
joy promote healing in the body. Joy isn’t just a feeling—it’s a

choice. When you decide to embrace joy, you shift your focus
from the storm to the Savior.

THE COMFORTER IN THE STORM

Psalm 34:18 (NIV) says, “The Lord is close to the
brokenhearted.” Jesus is our greatest comforter. Sometimes His
comfort comes through people—a friend’s text, a prayer, or a
simple act of kindness. Don’t push those moments away. They
are God’s way of wrapping His arms around you. And remember,
you can also be His hands and feet to someone else who’s hurting.
When God puts someone on your heart, reach out. Don’t just ask,
“Can I help?” Simply show up and be the comfort they need.

THE FOCUS IN THE STORM

When Peter walked on the water, he was fine until he looked
at the wind and waves. As soon as he took his eyes off Jesus, he
began to sink (Matt. 14:30). Focus is a storm-changer. Hebrews
12:2 tells us to fix our eyes on Jesus—the Author and Finisher
of our faith. He anchors our souls when emotions try to take
over. When you focus on Him, your thoughts settle, your heart
steadies, and your confidence returns.

THE VOICE IN THE STORM

Jesus doesn’t remain silent when you call on Him. His Word
speaks to every storm you face. Whether it’s healing, provision,
or peace, find what the Bible says and speak it out loud. His
Word is living and powerful. When you say what He says, you
release His authority into your situation. Jesus is the voice that
still speaks to storms today—and they still obey Him.

We might not always understand “why” storms come, but
we can always know “who” is with us during them. Jesus is our
anchor. He is our calm, our joy, our comfort, our focus, and our
voice. Keep your eyes on Him, and you will make it safely to
the other side.

Ask yourself today, “Who is in my storm?” Take a moment
to name what you need Jesus to be right now—your peace, your
comfort, your joy—and call on Him to fill that role.VW

Rooted and Unshakable

The Bible says trusting the Lord makes us like trees planted
by water, with roots reaching deep (Jer. 17:8 NLT). Deep
roots help resist drought and serve as stabilizers. God
wants Christians to be stabilizers, rooted in His words, the
Holy Spirit, and prayer. When rooted, we won’t worry about
circumstances but will produce the Spirit’s fruit, making us
steady for others and helping us follow God'’s plan.

DEEP ROOTS IN GOD

(1 MP3 download, Denise Hagin Burns)

[ $4*
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NO MORE

WATER PARKS ARE always fun.
With the water slides, tube rides, and
splash pools, there’s something for
everyone. Watching people around
the wave pool is entertaining. They
can be lying by the pool, soaking up
the sun. But when the bell rings to
signal the next wave, they quickly
jump up and run into the pool.

This reminds me of a story found
in John chapter 5. It also involves a pool—the Pool of Bethesda.
The Scripture tells us that many sick people were lying on the
five porches around the pool.
There was no bell to warn them,
but every now and then an
angel stirred the water. The first
person to get into the pool was
healed of whatever disease they
had. (See John 5:1-15 NKIJV.)

A man who had been sick for
38 years was lying by the Pool
of Bethesda. One day, Jesus
showed up and asked him, “Do
you want to be made well?” (v. 6.)

When you really think
about it, that question sounds
strange. Why else would the
man be lying there? Of course,
he wanted to be healed. But
instead of saying, “Yes, | want
to be healed,” he responded, “Siz, I have no one to put me into
the pool” (v. 7).

AT

CRAIG W. HAGIN

6 THE WORD OF FAITH //January ‘26

We can ask
for what we

will and it shall
be given to us
when we pray.

EXCUSES

From his answer, we can see that the sick man wasn’t looking
to God for his healing. He was looking for a man to help him.
Really, he was just coming up with an excuse.

Jesus paid no attention to the man’s excuse. Essentially, He
said, “Get up and walk” (v. 8), and the man did.

Scripture doesn’t say that Jesus laid His hands on his head.
The man didn’t make any faith confessions. He didn’t fast for 40
days and nights. He simply acted on what Jesus said.

WHAT’S YOUR EXCUSE?

The story of the man at the Pool of Bethesda mirrors what
is happening in people’s lives today. Instead of standing in faith
and declaring the Word of God for
themselves, they are waiting on
others to help them.

They want their pastor to pray
for them. Or they’ll call every
prayer line across the country,
hoping someone will pray just the
right prayer to get their needs met.
Sometimes it seems like everyone
is praying except them!

We must understand that our
needs are not met by relying on
someone else to pray and stand in
faith for us. We can ask for what
we will and it shall be given to us
when we pray (John 15:7).

Christians today are not in the
same position as the man by the
Pool of Bethesda. We’re not stuck on the side of the pool waiting
for a special sign. We have the Word of God.



Our days of making excuses are over. We can’t ever say, “I
don’t have a man to help me.” We do have a man. His name is
Jesus Christ.

Through Jesus’ death on the cross, burial, and resurrection,
we have been set free from the devil’s grip. Jesus said, “I have
come that they may have life, and that they may have it more
abundantly” (John 10:10 NKJV). Jesus didn’t die on the cross so
we could have an abundant life in one area but not in another. We

Through
Jesus’ death on
the cross, burial,
and resurrection,

we've been set
free from the
devil's grip.

can experience an abundant life financially, physically, spiritually,
emotionally, and mentally — in every area of our lives.

God gave us His Word to act on. And just like the man at the
Pool of Bethesda, we need to act on that Word and get up. So let’s
be doers of the Word. We’ve been given everything we need to
succeed.

The same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead lives in us.
Wherever we go, we carry “the Man,” the powerful Holy Spirit,
with us. He’s our Counselor, our Advocate, and our Healer. He
helps us in every situation. We may make some really stupid
choices that land us in bad places. Even then, there’s nothing we
can do that God can’t take care of. Nothing can separate us from
His love.

Stop waiting for the water to move and drop the excuses. It’s
time to decide that enough is enough and start acting on God’s
Word. It’s time to get up and move forward. When you do, you’ll
see yourself healed and all your needs met.V

B FAITH NUGGET R :

Act on the Word

As a 17-year-old lying in bed sick, Kenneth
E. Hagin had no one to encourage him in his
faith. In fact, the only pastor who came to visit
him said, “Be patient, my boy. In a few days, it’ll
all be over.”

Brother Hagin’s only encouragement was
the Word of God. After seeing in Mark 11:24
that he could have the things he desired, he
said to himself, “l desire a well body more than
anything else.”

Inside, he heard a voice say, “What do well
people do at 10:30 in the morning?”

“They get up,” he answered.

So Brother Hagin swung his legs over the
side of the bed, grasped the bedpost, and
pulled himself up. That's when God’s healing
power flowed through his body.

His healing didn't show up in bed. It
appeared when he followed God’s Word.

HEALING BELC

SPECIAL OFFER

According to Your Faith

God wants you well. Learn how faith plays
a role in receiving your healing. What you
expect is what you will receive.

g HEALING BELONGS TO YOU

(1 MP3 download, Craig W. Hagin)

[m $4*
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Download
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It’s because of our monthly partners that we continue broadcasting Rhema Praise and
reaching men and women in their homes with the life-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.
YOUR GENEROUS GIFTS BRING HOPE, HELP, AND HEALING TO PEOPLE WHEN
THEY NEED IT MOST. And their lives are never the same!

If you’re not a Word Partner but would like to help more people experience freedom,

we invite you to join us.

join

TODAY

RHEMA W Become a Rhema Word Partner!
WordPartnerClub rthema.org,/wpc

Be an essential piece and make a difference today! 1-800-54-FAITH (543-2484) | PartnerService@rhema.org
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Love and Prosperity

KENNETH E. HAGIN ..........................................................................................................

THE EPISTLES ARE written spe-
cifically to the Church—to born-
again believers. They are of great
help to us as we try to live our dai-
ly lives according to the teachings
of the Lord. These letters provide
specific teaching that we need to
understand. They give us guidance,
direction, and correction we can use
in our own situations. As we read
the Epistles, we can get the feeling
that the author, moved by the Holy
Spirit, looked down through the
centuries and saw our struggles and
said, “Go this direction. Follow this
example.”

Here are several principles from
the Epistles that show how our love
walk is connected to our giving and
that it is God’s will that we prosper.

l./"o Love must motivate
@/ the believer’s giving.
1 CORINTHIANS 13:3

3 And though | bestow all my goods
to feed the poor, and though | give

my body to be burned, and have
not charity, it profiteth me nothing.

The New Berkeley Version says,
“And though I give all my belong-
ings to feed the hungry and sur-
render my body to be burned, but I
have no love, I am not in the least
benefited.”

Paul and John encour-
€ aged Christian charity
4 among the brethren.

GALATIANS 6:10
10 As we have therefore opportu-
nity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of the
household of faith.

1 JOHN 3:17-18

17 But whoso hath this world’s
good, and seeth his brother have
need, and shutteth up his bowels of
compassion from him, how dwel-
leth the love of God in him?

18 My little children, let us not love
in word, neither in tongue; but in
deed and in truth.

/- Believers are not to
_/, love or trust in
money.

1 TIMOTHY 6:6-10, 17-18
6 But godliness with contentment is
great gain.
7 For we brought nothing into this
world, and it is certain we can carry
nothing out.
8 And having food and raiment let
us be therewith content.
9 But they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and into
many foolish and hurtful lusts,
which drown men in destruction
and perdition.
10 For the love of money is the
root of all evil: which while some
coveted after, they have erred from
the faith, and pierced themselves
through with many sorrows. . . .
17 Charge them that are rich in this
world, that they be not highminded,
nor trust in uncertain riches, but in
the living God, who giveth us richly
all things to enjoy;
18 That they do good, that they be
rich in good works, ready to distrib-
ute, willing to communicate.

fé God wants His

W/ children to prosper.

3 JOHN 2

2 Beloved, | wish above all things
that thou mayest prosper and be in
health, even as thy soul prospereth.

Some have argued that the
phrase “that thou mayest prosper”
does not refer to financial prosperi-
ty. However, the Greek word trans-
lated “prosper” and “prospereth” is
euodoo, which means “a good road”
or “a good journey.” At the very
least, this phrase means to have a
good and prosperous journey.

No one can have a good and
prosperous journey if he is broke
and in want every step of the way.
Wouldn’t the wish for someone to
have a prosperous journey include
his having enough resources to trav-
el safely and comfortably?

Besides, the word translated
“prosper” here is the same Greek
word Paul used in First Corinthians
16:2, where he instructed believ-
ers to set aside money each week
“as God hath prospered him.” So
the word prosper can certainly
and without doubt be used—and
is used—in reference to financial
prosperity.

I believe this verse clearly means
that God wants His children to pros-
per materially, physically, and spir-
itually. ¥

[Editor's Note: This article was adapted
from Kenneth E. Hagin’s book The Midas
Touch.]

Unlocking the Power of Faith

Is your faith working everywhere? If not, why? Rev.
Kenneth E. Hagin, with biblical references and personal
stories, shows in this MP3 set, The Most Important
Message You Will Ever Hear, that faith and Godly
relationships rely on love and forgiveness.

THE MOST IMPORTANT
MESSAGE YOU WILL

EVER HEAR
(2 MP3 download, Kenneth E. Hagin)
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Download
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EVERY DAY, WE are faced with opportunities
to lose our joy. It can be as simple as a rude
comment, an unexpected bill, or an unkind act.
Or it can be as serious as a bad doctor’s report,
job loss, or broken relationship. The enemy uses
these situations to steal our peace. But God has
given us the ability to maintain joy no matter
what comes our way.

JOy

The first step in guarding our joy is to recognize
fear. Fear is one of the enemy’s main weapons.
It creeps in through worry, dread, and what-ifs.
But Psalm 91:1 gives us a powerful promise:
“Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High
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will rest in the shadow of the Almighty” (NIV).
This psalm reminds us that God protects us from
danger, pestilence, and every trap of the enemy.
When fear rises, we can speak these words out
loud. The Word of God drives out fear and fills

our hearts with peace.

JOy

Another thief of joy is offense. When someone
hurts us, it is tempting to hold on to bitterness.
But offense will weigh us down and rob us of
strength. Jesus warned that offenses will come,
but we have the power to choose forgiveness.
Forgiveness doesn’t mean we approve of wrong
actions. It means we release them to God and



refuse to carry the burden. As we let go of unforgiveness, joy
flows again. Our hearts are free, and our minds are clear to hear
from the Holy Spirit.

JOY
The Holy Spirit plays a vital role in helping us keep our

o joy. Galatians 5:22 tells us that joy is a fruit of the Spirit. It
_ f ~ . grows in us as we walk in step with Him. Sometimes we
f , try to produce joy by our own effort, but that only leads
L to frustration. True joy comes as

‘ we yield to God and let His Spirit

" work in us. When we spend time in
prayer, worship, and the Word, the

Holy Spirit fills us afresh. Our hearts are
lifted, and His joy becomes our strength.

JOoY

Comparison is another trap that steals
joy. In our world of social media and
constant updates, it is easy to look at what
others are doing and feel like we don’t
measure up. But God never called us to
copy someone else’s path.

He has a unique plan for every believer.
Jeremiah 29:11 reminds us, “For I know the
plans I have for you . . . plans to give you
hope and a future” (NIV). When we focus
on God’s plan for us, we stop comparing
and start rejoicing in who He made us to be.

JOoY

Maintaining joy also means choosing our thoughts carefully.
Philippians 4:8 urges us to think about things that are true, noble,
right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent, and praiseworthy.

Our thought life sets the tone for our emotions. If we dwell on
negativity, fear, and offense, our joy will drain away. But when
we meditate on God’s promises and remember His goodness, joy

JOY OF
THE LORD

CHOOSE JOY,

rises up again. We can make a habit of replacing every negative
thought with a scripture of hope.

JOY

The Apostle Paul is one of the greatest examples of joy in
the midst of hardship. He wrote some of his most encouraging
letters from prison. He declared, “Rejoice in the Lord always.
I will say it again: Rejoice!” (Phil. 4:4 NIV). Paul understood
that joy is not based on outward circumstances but on our inward
connection with Christ. We, too, can rejoice in
every season because our hope is in the Lord,
not in the world.

Finally, we must remember that joy is a
decision. It doesn’t happen automatically.
When challenges come, we can either give in to
despair or choose to rejoice. Nehemiah 8:10 tells
us, “The joy of the Lord is your strength.” When
we choose joy, we tap into God’s strength. He
empowers us to overcome every obstacle.

JOYy

Friend, you don’t have to let the enemy steal
your joy. No matter what you are facing today—
fear, offense, comparison, or hardship—you
can stand strong in God’s promises. Choose to
rejoice. Speak His Word. Stay connected to the
Holy Spirit. As you do, His joy will sustain you,
strengthen you, and carry you through every
season of life.W

SPECIAL OFFER

Unmoved by Trouble

At one time or another, hard seasons come to all of
us. What we do when adversity strikes will determine
whether we walk in victory or defeat. As we trust

the Lord and follow the Holy Spirit's leading, He will
show us each step to take.

b HOW TO RESPOND IN TROUBLED TIMES

(CD, Lynette Hagin)

e $5*
$6.75* Canada
(Reg. Price: $7 / $9.45 Canada)
Plus Shipping and Handling

rhema.org/store

1-800-54-FAITH (543-2484) // Mail enclosed envelope
IN CANADA: 1-866-70-RHEMA (707-4362)

SPECIAL OFFER: KIT26WF01A

*OFFER EXPIRES APRIL 30, 2026
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Continuing

Education Sessims

for Leaders in:

Children & Youth

* Build strong ministry foundations, including recruiting volunteers and creating
engaging, age-appropriate lessons.

* Learn to effectively minister to children and teenagers, including those
experiencing crises.

* Develop messages and content that meaningfully engage the next generation.

Church Growth

* Strengthen your systems, your teams, and your church’s impact.
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SPEAKER
HIGHLIGHT

IN THIS ERA, people have made
truth relative to the situation they
are in. But truth is not relative—
it’s absolute. I like to say that it is
stationary. It doesn’t move. To get
closer to the truth, [ have to change
my position.

How do we recognize truth?
Jesus said that God will give us
“another Helper . . . the Spirit of
truth, whom the world cannot re-
ceive, because it neither sees Him
nor knows Him, but you know Him,
for He dwells with you and will be
in you” (John 14:16-17 NKIJV).

The world can’t see the Spirit
of Truth! That means I can’t watch
CNN or Fox News and know what
truth is. I won’t be able to find it in
my newspaper or on my Facebook
newsfeed. If I use exterior ways to
determine truth, I’'m looking in the
wrong places because the Spirit of
Truth dwells within me!

There is also a correlation be-

14 THE WORD OF FAITH // January 26

tween truth and God’s Word. Jesus
said, “If you abide in My word, you
are My disciples indeed. And you
shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free” (John 8:31—
32 NKIJV).

If I want to be led by truth, I
have to get into the Word. Then
I can know the truth and be free.
That’s a different narrative than
what the world has! People with-
out God say the Bible is too restric-
tive—that they can’t live or move
in its truths and have freedom.
But when you know the truth, that
knowledge frees you!

As Christians,
we know the Spir-
it of Truth. We carry
it! God’s power and
knowledge are with-
in us! We find core
truths in God’s Word
and have the opportu-
nity to hear His voice
within us. Jesus ex-
plained it to Pilate like
this: “For this cause
I was born, and for
this cause I have come
into the world, that I
should bear witness
to the truth. Every-
one who is of the truth
hears My voice” (John
18:37 NKIJV).

So if I am not
walking in truth, guess what I have
a hard time hearing? God’s voice!
But if I am operating within truth,
I can hear His voice anytime, any-
where. Even at McDonald’s, the
voice of the Lord can say, “Put
that Big Mac away!” It’s up to me
to listen and obey or override His
instructions and eat the hamburger
anyway.

Se Led By Truth
I

“If you love Me, keep My com-
mandments” (John 14:15 NKIJV).
Jesus said that right before He talk-
ed about the Spirit of Truth (vv. 16—
17). Our love language to God is
doing what He says. But we some-
times get it mixed up. We flip what
Jesus said in verse 15 and think
we have to keep God’s command-
ments before He will love us. No!
God loves every person whether or
not they serve Him. That is abso-
lute truth and that small difference
can set people free.

We are obligated to ask God,
“What do You want me to do?”
He has detailed instructions for us
to follow. Read what God said to
Noah in Genesis 6:14-16. Guess
what you’ll find? Boring details!
Why is that important? Noah was
in a position to hear every detail!
He built a boat in a place where
there were no boats. There was no
YouTube video for him to watch.
Noah had to get his directions
from God.

Are you in a position to be led
like that? Can you hear the details?
Are you ready to follow a plan
where all your directions come
from God? I challenge you to get
ready! Go to the Creator and figure
out what He wants you to do. Then
walk out the details He gives you
and make an impact on the world!V

[Editor’s Note: Dan Taylor is an
instructor at Rhema Bible Training
College. This article was adapted
from his Winter Bible Seminar 2020
message. |
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choice: will you keep believing God, or will you give up?

Many start out with excitement and passion, trusting God for

W His promises. But as time passes and answers don’t come as

quickly as they expect, discouragement sets in. Some stop

LG RVAL VYN praying, stop reading the Word, and even stop attending

church. They begin to live far below the level God intends.

The Bible gives us a clear encouragement in Galatians
6:9: “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up”
(NIV). Every minute you stay in faith, you are a minute
closer to receiving what God promised. But if you quit, you
stop the blessing in its tracks.

Think of how we approach natural work. If your employer

pays you once a month, you don’t quit the job after the first
week simply because payday hasn’t arrived. You know that
payday is coming. Spiritually, it’s the same. We must refuse

to faint, because payday—the day when God’s promise

shows up—is always on its way.
FAITH THAT ENDURES
God has given us examples in Scripture of
men and women who refused to quit. Abraham is
. one of the greatest. Romans 4:18-21 tells us that
“against all hope, Abraham in hope believed” (NIV).

Even when he was nearly 100 years old, and Sarah’s

1 1
1
’ __.'_}‘ g |
\ g [ IN EVERY GENERATION, people of faith face the same
‘ fet ’
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womb was barren, Abraham held fast to God’s promise. He grew
stronger in faith and gave glory to God, “being fully persuaded
that God had power to do what he had promised.”

Abraham waited twenty-five years for the fulfillment of God’s
promise. Imagine the opportunities he had to give up! But instead,
he chose to keep looking at the stars and the sand—reminders
of God’s Word to him that his descendants would be countless.
Though he saw nothing in the natural, he stayed persuaded. And
in time, Isaac was born.

Abraham’s story reminds us that delay is not denial. Just
because the promise tarries does not mean it won’t come. Faith
endures through seasons of waiting, trusting that God is faithful
to perform His Word.

THE FARMER’S LESSON

My grandfather farmed cotton in north central Texas. He
knew the rhythms of planting and harvest. After preparing the
soil, plowing the fields, and planting seed, he didn’t complain two
weeks later when no crop had yet appeared. He understood every
seed has a season, and harvest always comes at the proper time.

It’s the same spiritually. When we sow the Word of God into
our hearts, it may not look like anything is happening at first. But
that seed is alive and working. In time, it will produce a harvest—
if we do not quit.

Even a rose bush gives us a lesson. When it is first planted, it
looks like nothing more than sticks and thorns. But if it is tended,
before long, beautiful roses appear. Some promises of God are
like that rose bush. At first glance, nothing looks encouraging.
But with time and persistence, beauty begins to bloom.

STRENGTHENED BY THE WORD

The Word of God is our unfailing source of strength. When
we continually confess the Word, we are not weakening—we are
growing stronger. Our confession keeps the promise alive in our
hearts and gives us endurance. It keeps us looking forward to the
day when we will see God’s faithfulness in full display.

Romans 10:17 says, “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God” (NKJV). Every time we read, speak, and

SPECIAL OFFER

meditate on God’s Word, faith rises. And that faith is what
sustains us until payday arrives.

LEARNING FROM ABRAHAM

Abraham’s faith is not just a Bible story. Galatians 3:29 tells
us that “if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham s seed, and
heirs according to the promise” (NIV). That means his story is
our story. The same faith that sustained Abraham is the faith that
belongs to us in Christ. And the same God who fulfilled His Word
to Abraham will fulfill His Word to us.

What was the key to Abraham’s strength? He didn’t deny the
natural facts—he knew his body was as good as dead. But he did
not let the facts weaken his faith. He chose to focus on God’s
promise instead of his circumstances. Abraham grew stronger in
faith by giving glory to God, fully persuaded that God was able.

We too must fix our attention on the promises of God, not on
the challenges we face. The enemy would like nothing better than
for us to faint and give up. But if we stand firm and keep praising
God, we will grow strong in faith. And payday will come.

FULLY PERSUADED

The call today is simple: don’t faint, and don’t give up.
The enemy wants you to grow weary, but God wants you
to grow strong. As you stay with the Word, your faith will be
strengthened. Keep looking at His promises. Keep confessing His
truth. Keep giving Him glory. And like Abraham, you will see
God’s faithfulness.

No matter how long the season may seem, payday is coming.
Harvest is certain for those who refuse to quit. Fight the good fight
of faith, hold fast to God’s promises, and stay fully persuaded.
God will do exactly what He said He would do ¥

CREAT
the WoﬂdE

Create the World You Want to See

¥
-

- ﬂ
What kind of world do you want to live in? A world of i i
love, faith, peace, health, and abundance? By speaking
the Word of God in faith, you can create the world you
want to see! Learn how to think in line with God's Word
and speak His promises—so you can live in the world He

desires for you.

CREATE THE WORLD YOU WANT TO SEE

(book, Kenneth W. Hagin)

e $10*
$13.50* Canada
(Reg. Price: $12.95/ $17.50 Canada)
Plus Shipping and Handling

B""’"”k'lh W ”' ]
“Ein

rhema.org/store

1-800-54-FAITH (543-2484) // Mail enclosed envelope
IN CANADA: 1-866-70-RHEMA (707-4362)

SPECIAL OFFER: KIT26WF01B

*OFFER EXPIRES APRIL 30, 2026

EGENE\VCI I rhema.org 17



-

4 STE

PO T®

ANSWERED

Fm’rhfully fnllowrng +hese s#eps will
move you along the pn’rh fo_ Z
answered prayer.; |

_._..—...'_.=—-J—-_:L-|. =

i '-_-mm——' 1

Tlm less

in S
ﬁfKennrth E. Hagm

LEARNING HOW TO
pray effectively is one of
the most important things
believers can ever do in
their Christian walk. Really, we cannot be successful in fulfilling
God’s purpose in our lives if we do not know how to pray
according to biblical principles.

Our prayer life should rest on God’s Word. This article covers
four principles of prayer found in His Word. As you learn these
principles, determine to get them into your heart so you can
put them into practice in your own private prayer life. I started
doing this as a young man, and I have received answers to my
prayers ever since then. These steps will help all believers receive
answers to their prayers.

Be Specific and Stand on God’s Promises

Here is one step to answered prayer: decide what you want
from God and find the scripture or scriptures that promise you
these things.

So many times we are indefinite in our praying. I would rather
folks pray two or three minutes and know what they’re praying
about than pray two or three hours and not know.

Sometimes when I ask people what they are praying about,
they say they don’t know. I asked one person what he was praying
about, and he said he was praying just to be praying!

I realize there is one kind of prayer whereby we pray to have
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fellowship with God. However, here I am talking about praying
specifically to receive an answer to prayer. If we are not careful,
fellowship with God will spill over into the kind of praying that
seeks specific answers.

One time, a certain minister asked me to pray for him. I asked
him what he wanted me to pray for, and he said he didn’t know.
Now, if you went to a grocery store and pushed your cart up and
down the aisles, but didn’t buy anything, people would think
something was wrong with you!

On the other hand, if someone went to the store to buy a
few things, and he bought just those things, you wouldn’t think
anything was wrong. In fact, you could say he was being definite
in his actions. In the same way, decide what you want from God
and be definite about it. Then find scriptures from the Word that
promise you whatever it is you want. Be specific in your praying.

You Must Ask God for What You Want

A second step to answered prayer is to ask God for the things
you want and believe that you receive them.

Certainly, God knows what we need even before we ask. The
Bible says, “Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of
all these things” (Matt. 6:32). But we’re also told to ask for what
we need. To say that we’re leaving it up to God and that we know
He will automatically do whatever is best is unscriptural. Jesus
Himself said we are to ask God for what we need.



JOHN 16:23-24

23 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily,
| say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my
name, he will give it you.

24 Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and
ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.

MATTHEW 7:7-8

7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it shall be opened unto you:

8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

MARK 11:24

24 Therefore | say unto you, What things soever ye desire,
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall
have them.

Be Positive in Your Thinking

A third step to answered prayer is to let every thought affirm
that you have what you asked for.

After you pray in faith according to God’s Word, never permit
a picture of failure to remain in your mind. Once you’ve prayed
and asked God for something, never doubt that you have the
answer. If doubts persist, rebuke them. Get your mind on the
answer. To do that, you will have to get your mind on the Word.
The Bible says, “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you”
(James 4:7). Doubt is from the devil.

To receive answers to your prayers, you must eradicate
every image, suggestion, vision, and all other thoughts that do
not contribute to your faith. You have to stay positive in your
thinking.

Guard Your Mind

A fourth step to answered prayer is this: guard against every
evil thought that tries to make you doubt God’s Word.

Thoughts are governed by observation, association, and
teaching. So this step relates to step number three. The Bible says
we are to cast down every imagination that exalts itself against
the knowledge of God (2 Cor. 10:5). That’s why you should
stay away from all places and things that do not support your
affirmation that God has answered your prayer.

The Bible tells us in Philippians chapter 4 exactly what to
think on.

PHILIPPIANS 4:8

8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are TRUE,
whatsoever things are HONEST, whatsoever things are
JUST, whatsoever things are PURE, whatsoever things
are LOVELY, whatsoever things are OF GOOD REPORT; if
there be ANY VIRTUE, and if there be ANY PRAISE, think
on these things.

Many people are thinking on the wrong things, and they’re
defeated in life as a result. But guard against every evil thought
and think only on those things which affirm that God has heard
and answered your prayers. If you do that, you will be cooperating
with God in faith. You will have to guard your mind in order to
develop in faith. And as you stand your ground firm in faith, your
faith will see you through to victory!

To receive answers to your prayers, first decide what you want
from God and then find scriptures for what you need. Next, ask God
for those things and, when you pray, believe that you receive them.
Let every thought affirm that you have what you’ve asked for. And
guard your mind against every evil thought. Faithfully following
these steps will move you along the path to answered prayer.*

[Editor’s Note: This article was adapted from Kenneth E. Hagin’s
Bible Prayer Study Course.]
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EVERY NEW YEAR offers us an opportunity to pause, reflect, and realign. As one year ends and
a new one begins, it’s natural to think about what went well and what didn’t. Some look back with
gratitude for victories and answered prayers. Others recall disappointments, losses, or things that
didn’t happen as hoped. But whether the year had mountain-top moments or valleys, one thing is
certain—it’s behind us now.

Paul said in Philippians 3:13-14, “Forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth
unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus.” That’s the attitude we need to carry into this New Year—a determination to look ahead, not behind.

Reflection is valuable when it helps us learn. Remember what God has done for you this past year. Recall His faithfulness, provision,
and the ways He sustained you through challenges. But don’t dwell on regrets or mistakes. We can’t rewrite the past, but we can choose
how we walk into the future. God doesn’t want us stuck in yesterday; He wants us to grow into tomorrow.

As you enter this New Year, ask the Lord to show you what to carry forward and what to leave behind. Maybe it’s letting go of
disappointment over a dream not yet materialized, releasing guilt over something you wish you had done differently, or setting aside old
successes—because living in the glow of what God did yesterday can keep us from seeing what He wants to do today.

This New Year is a blank canvas, and God is the Master Artist. He already has a plan for your days—plans for good, not for harm,;
plans to prosper you and give you a future and a hope (Jeremiah 29:11). But to walk in that plan, we must make time to hear His voice.
Too often, we rush ahead with our own ideas or get distracted by busyness. God doesn’t shout over the noise; He whispers to hearts that
are still and listening.

I encourage you to set aside moments of quiet each day to listen for His direction. Start each morning by saying, “Lord, what do
You want me to focus on today? Who do You want me to encourage? What steps should I take toward the dream You’ve placed in my
heart?” As you develop that habit, you’ll find that His guidance becomes clearer, and your days begin to carry a divine rhythm.

It’s also beneficial to set both spiritual and practical goals. Write them down and pray over them. Maybe your goals include reading
the Bible more, helping at your church, or building stronger relationships. On the practical side, maybe you want to manage time
better, live with more purpose, or take better care of your body, which is the temple of the Holy Spirit. Remember, spiritual growth and
practical wisdom go hand in hand.

Here are some thoughts to help you move forward in God’s plan this year: Begin with prayer. Before making resolutions, make sure
your heart aligns with God’s will. Ask Him to show you where to invest your time, talents, and energy. Release the past. You can’t move
forward while staring in the rearview mirror. Release hurts, disappointments, and past victories that cause you to look backward.

Be intentional. Growth doesn’t happen by accident. Schedule time with God, plan moments of rest, and make space for what truly
matters. Walk in gratitude. A thankful heart attracts God’s presence. Begin and end each day by thanking Him for His blessings, both
seen and unseen. Stay connected. Surround yourself with people who strengthen your faith and
speak life into your calling.

When you look at the year ahead, don’t let fear or uncertainty hold you back. The same God
who walked with you last year will walk with you this year—and every year after. He already
knows what’s ahead, and His grace is sufficient for every step.

So, as you move forward, hold tight to Paul’s words: “This one thing I do, forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before” (Phil. 3:13). The past is
a teacher, not a destination. The present is an opportunity. And the future is a promise waiting to

unfold. Step boldly into it, knowing that God’s plan for your life is still in motion. Let this be .
the year you walk closely with Him—Ilistening, trusting, and following His voice one step
at a time.V .
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KWORD SEARCH

Philippians 4:8 tells us the things that we
should be thinking about. Find the words in
the scrambled letters below that fit the blanks
in this verse from Philippians 4:8 (NASB).

Finally brethren,
whatever is ____,
whateveris _________ )
whatever is _____ )
whatever is ____,
whatever is ,

whatever is of ____

if there is any
__________ and if
anything worthy of
______ , let your mind

dwell on these things.
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What do you think about when =S
it's quiet and nobody is around? The thlngs you thlnk about

can either help you or hurt you. The Bible tells us that the mind

controlled by the flesh brings DEATH but the mind controlled
by the Spirit brings LIFE and PEACE (Romans 8:6). Second
Corinthians 10:5 says “We capture every thought and make it
give up and obey Christ” (NCV). Have you been CAPTURING
YOUR THOUGHTS? Below are some thoughts that might come
into your mind. Find the wrong thoughts that need to be
captured so you can make them “give up and obey Christ."

1. Everyone in my class has the flu. I'll probably get it too.
2. I'm afraid to try out for the school play. I can't act.

3. Math is a hard subject, but | can learn it.

4. Maybe if | cheat on the test, I'll get a better grade.

5. I'm so sad. Nothing good ever happens to me.

6. | have a lot of reasons to be happy and thankful.

‘1 KNOW WHAT YOU’RE THINKING’

Tell a friend that you know what they're thinking right now and you can
prove it. Say to them, “Secretly write down on a piece of paper what you
are thinking and I will write down on another piece of paper the same
thing you wrote.” As they write their thoughts on their piece of paper,
you simply write the words “THE SAME THING YOU WROTE" on your
piece of paper. When they tell you what
they wrote, then you can tell them ‘I
wrote THE SAME THING YOU WROTE."
If they don't believe you, simply show
them your piece of paper.
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“A merry heart
doas good,
like medicine.”
Proverbs 17:22 (NKJV)
What book of the Bible should every
math student know?

Numbers

® 6 6 ¢ ¢ o o o o o o
What was Boaz before he met Ruth?
Ruthless

® 6 6 ¢ ¢ o o o o o o
What's the difference between a
jeweler and a jailer?

One sells watches and the other
watches cells.

® 6 6 6 o6 o o o o o o
What do you give an elephant that's
going to be sick?

Lots of space

® 6 6 6 o6 o o o o o o
Why did the pelican refuse to pay for
his meal?

Because his “bill" was too big

® 6 6 6 o6 o o o o o o
What is at the end of everything?

The letter G

® 6 6 6 o6 o o o o o o
What has six eyes but cannot see?
The three blind mice

® 6 6 6 o6 o o o o o o
What nails do carpenters hate to hit?
Fingernails

® 6 6 6 o6 o o o o o o
John: Is Sam pretty strong?

Larry: No, but Sam's son is! (Samson)

Can you remember two places in the
Bible where an animal spoke with a
human voice?

The serpent in Genesis 3:1 and
Balaam's donkey in Numbers 22:28
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EVERY SEASON IN life offers a unique
opportunity, each with its own purpose
and advantage. Spring ushers in new
life, summer spurs growth, fall brings
a bountiful harvest, and winter gives us
much-needed rest.

Which season of life are you in? Perhaps
these uncertain times have taken a toll on

" you. Maybe life feels stagnant, with no
sign of progress or growth. Perhaps money
is short, with no harvest in sight. Perhaps
worrying about your circumstances is
what keeps you up at night, leaving you
without rest. You may be asking, “Where
is the advantage in MY season?”

Remember, seasons change. You can
step into a new season today — right now!
Jesus said in Matthew 11:28-30 that if you
come to Him weary and carrying heavy
burdens, He will give you rest. If you have
never received Jesus as your Lord and
Savior, take the first step toward a new
beginning and pray this prayer.

“God, I come to You believing that You
hear me, and I won’t be turned away. |
admit that I’'m not right with You, and I
want to be right with You. Please forgive
me of my sins. The Bible says if I confess
with my mouth “Jesus is Lord” and believe
in my heart that He rose from the dead,
I will be saved (Romans 10:9). I believe
in my heart that Jesus rose from the dead,
and I confess Him as my Lord and Savior.
Thank you for saving me and bringing me
into Your family.”*

If you prayed this prayer, we welcome you to
God's family! To receive helpful material for
our new journey with God, please email us
rtnerService@rhema.org or call
4-FAITH (543-2484), and tell us
ou said the prayer today.




& Kenneth Hagin Ministries NON-PROFIT OFC.

U.S. POSTAGE

" . § PAID
F's'  PO.Box 50126+ Tulsa, OK 74150-0126 CENNETHE HAGIN
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED FUANGELISTIC ASSOC

ﬁ‘fb £y
ol

CAMPMEETING
JULY 19-24. 2026 1-866-312-0972

Supporting Rhema—
Reaching the World!

SUNDAY, MAY 3

International Rhema Day is on May 3, 2026. Countless people around the
world still have not heard what Jesus Christ has done for them. But you
can help change that! On International Rhema Day, will you support
Rhema Bible Training College with your prayers and financial gifts?

&  TOGETHER
WE CAN MAKE
sl A DIFFERENCE.

SCAN NOW
TO SIGN UP!

To plan your Rhema Day, get information, or give online,
visit Rhema.org/IRD or call 1-800-54-FAITH (543-2484)



