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T H I S  I S S U E

H E A R T  T O  H E A R T

Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus
There will be times in life when you find yourself facing a troubling situation or enduring a 
painful injustice. As the saying goes, life isn’t fair. At these times, we must remember to take our 
eyes off of others and ourselves, and turn our eyes upon Jesus.

Too often, we look only at the problem or circumstance, and we don’t find out what God says 
concerning our situation. Jesus said, “What is impossible with man is possible with God” (Luke 
18:27 NIV). When it looks like you’re doomed, when it looks like it’s all over for you, look up! That’s where your help comes from.

You can’t look at circumstances because they will tell you you’re a failure, you’ll never make it, it’s all over, and you should throw in the 
towel. But if you’ll keep your eyes on God and listen to His Word, He will say to you, “Keep on going, My child. Joy comes in the morning. 
Having done all to stand, keep standing. Your answer is on the way.”

Our final outcome is not determined by what we see in the natural; it is determined by the supernatural. Whatever we may be going 
through is temporary. But God’s Word will never pass away. If we’re rooted and grounded in the Word, we will be successful because the 
Word never fails.

No matter how bad it looks, how big it looks, or how wrong it seems—God is bigger! Keep on climbing. Keep on putting one foot in front 
of the other, and you will find the success and victory you have been looking for.

I encourage you this month to take your eyes off of the people around you, yourself, and all that you are going through. Instead, turn your 
eyes upon Jesus. Focus your attention on what the Word says, and watch the Almighty God do the impossible in your life!

How to Maintain Your Joy
LYNETTE HAGIN
Learn how to stay joyful when everything around you 
is falling apart.

4

6 Hear, Believe, and Act
CRAIG W. HAGIN
Discover three simple steps you can take to help you 
receive your healing every time.

17 Following the Inward Witness
KENNETH E. HAGIN 
Learn how to be led by the Holy Spirit. When you follow 
His leading, you will always make right decisions.

It’s Your Time to Rise Up
KENNETH W. HAGIN
Discover how to rise above life’s challenges by acting on 
God’s Word.10
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PEOPLE OFTEN CONFUSE joy with happiness, thinking they 
are the same thing. They are not. Happiness depends on external 
things. We’re happy when we get a new car or a new house. 
We’re happy when our favorite sports team wins a game, or we 
come across a sale at a clothing store.

Joy comes from within and is not based on circumstances. It is 
something we choose to express. And it’s an attitude that comes 
from the Holy Spirit.

Galatians 5:22–23 (NLT) says, “The Holy Spirit produces 
this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” With the 
Holy Spirit working in us, it’s easy to practice the fruit of the 
Spirit. He is the One Who enables us to have joy.

For many of us, however, our joy thermometer is based on 
what is happening in our lives. If we have a bad day or people at 
work frustrate us, we lose our joy.

When that happens, it is evident that the Holy Spirit is not 
working in us. If He were, we would have joy despite our 
circumstances. It’s the Holy Spirit in us Who produces and 
maintains the joy that exuberates from us.

How does He do that? John 15:1–2 (NLT) says, “I am the 
true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every 
branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the 
branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more.”

For us to produce the fruit of the 
Spirit—joy included—we have to 
be pruned. The word prune means 
“to cut away what is unwanted.” 
I call these unwanted things “joy 
stealers.” By pruning these things 
from our lives, we can maintain joy.

NUMBER ONE: DISCONTENTMENT
Sometimes we get discontented with where we are in life. We 

thought we would reach our goals sooner. We thought we would 
live in a bigger house, own a new car, or be in a better financial 
situation.

Paul says in Philippians 4:11 (NLT), “For I have learned how 
to be content with whatever I have.” That doesn’t mean we have 
to stay where we are. But it does mean that wherever we are in 
life, we need to be content. God knows what He is preparing us 
for, but His plan rarely has shortcuts. It’s not a microwave plan; 
it’s a crock-pot plan.

NUMBER TWO: OFFENSE
Joy can evaporate when conflict between ourselves and 

another person goes on and on. When offense occupies our minds 
and emotions, we have little time left over for God. Hebrews 

LYNETTE HAGIN
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12:14 encourages us to “work at living in peace with everyone” 
(NLT). We must choose not to get offended. If we do not let go of 
offense, it will envelop us.

NUMBER THREE: UNFORGIVENESS
Do people hurt us? Absolutely. Do people betray us? Yes, they 

do. But God’s Word commands us to forgive. Is it hard to forgive? 
Yes. I’m not going to say it’s easy. However, unforgiveness 
only hurts us. It does not hurt the offender. On the other hand, 
forgiveness takes away the power the offender has in our life.

NUMBER FOUR: COMPARISONITIS
Comparing yourself to someone else can cause you to have 

low self-esteem. But guess what? God doesn’t make clones. He 
wants you to be you. Jeremiah 1:5 (MSG) says, “Before I shaped 
you in the womb, I knew all about you. Before you saw the light 
of day, I had holy plans for you.” So don’t copy somebody else’s 
plans because God hasn’t given you the grace for those plans.

NUMBER FIVE: ANXIETY
God is in control, and He will take care of us. We don’t need 

to be anxious about anything. Philippians 4:6 (NLT) says, “Don’t 
worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God 
what you need, and thank him for all he has done.” Our Heavenly 
Father is working for us and will cause all things—regardless of 
what they are—to turn around for our good.
Life will always bring us challenges. The Apostle Paul never lost 
his joy in any of the trials he faced. What was his secret?

1.  Paul continually grew in the Lord. Philippians 3:8 
(AMPC) says, “I count everything as loss compared to the 
possession of the priceless privilege (the overwhelming 
preciousness, the surpassing worth, and supreme advantage) of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord and of progressively becoming 
more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him.”

2.  Paul forgot the past. “One thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind and reaching forward to those things 

which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:13–14 NKJV).

3.  Paul did not let circumstances move him. Paul knew 
by the Holy Spirit that chains and tribulations awaited him 
in Jerusalem. But he said, “None of these things move me”  
(Acts 20:24 NKJV).

4.  Paul purposely declared joy and dwelt on proper 
thoughts. He said, “Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will 
say, rejoice!” (Phil. 4:4 NKJV). And he added, “Finally, . . . 
whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever 
things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are 
lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue 
and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things” 
(Phil. 4:8 NKJV).

When joy stealers come, we must meditate on the good things. 
And we must be full of God’s Word. So instead of talking about 
what is happening, we must let the Word come out of our mouths.
When bills are piling up, we say, “My God will supply—not just 
part—but all of my needs according to His riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19).

When sickness attacks, we boldly declare, “By His stripes, 
I am healed!” (Isa. 53:5). When fear tries to grip us, we tell the 
devil, “God has not given me a spirit of fear” (2 Tim. 1:7).
The enemy can’t steal our joy when the Word comes out of our 
mouth and the Holy Spirit bubbles up from inside us. For it is His 
joy that fills our joy!
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ACTS CHAPTER 14 records the story of a crippled man whose 
destiny was changed after he came in contact with the Apostle 
Paul. This man had been lame from birth and had never walked 
a day in his life. But after hearing Paul preach the message of 
Christ, he was healed of a lifelong infirmity.

By examining how this man was healed, we can learn simple 
steps we can take to receive healing for ourselves.

ACTS 14:7–10 (NKJV)
7 And they [Paul and 
Barnabas] were preaching the 
gospel there.
8 And in Lystra a certain man 
without strength in his feet 
was sitting, a cripple from 
his mother’s womb, who had 
never walked.
9 This man heard Paul 
speaking. Paul, observing him 
intently and seeing that he 
had faith to be healed,
10 said with a loud voice, “Stand up straight on your 
feet!” And he leaped and walked.

From these verses, we can see that both Paul and the crippled 
man did three things before this healing took place.

First, Paul preached the Gospel. He didn’t preach his opinion 
or his politics or give a motivational speech. His message was 
simple: Jesus Christ, and Him crucified (1 Cor. 2:1–2).

Although Paul experienced a lot of persecution for the 
Gospel’s sake, he did not allow persecution to stop him from 

preaching that Gospel. In Acts chapter 13, we see that Paul and 
Barnabas were expelled from Antioch in Pisidia for preaching 
Christ. Instead of quitting, they just shook the dust off their feet 
and traveled to Iconium (Acts 13:51), and then to Lystra and 
Derbe (Acts 14:6), where Paul continued to preach the Word of 
God boldly.

Second, as Paul ministered the Word, he perceived that the 
crippled man had faith to be healed 
(Acts 14:9). This indicates that Paul 
was probably well into his message 
when he saw a change in the man’s 
face.

You may have had a similar 
experience. Have you ever tried to 
explain something to someone, and 
you could tell that the other person 
just wasn’t getting it? But you kept 
talking until it seemed as if a light 
bulb turned on inside him. You knew 
the moment he understood what you 
were saying. It appears that this is 

what happened to Paul; he could tell when the lame man had 
faith to be healed.

Third, Paul commanded the man to get up and walk. He 
encouraged the man to act on his faith.

These three steps were Paul’s part to play in the man’s miracle. 
However, the crippled man was not healed on Paul’s faith alone. 
He also had a part in receiving his miracle. And if he hadn’t done 
his part, he would not have been healed.

What three things did the crippled man do?

CRAIG W. HAGIN

Many people have faith, 
but they are not healed 
because they don’t 
act on their faith. 
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HEAR
First, he had to hear the Gospel message being preached. 

Romans 10:17 says that “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God.” If we don’t know what God’s Word says 
about healing, then we can’t have faith that God will heal us.

BELIEVE
Second, after the crippled man heard the Word proclaimed, 

the scriptures tell us that he had faith to be healed (Acts 14:9). 
We all have free wills, and we can accept or reject the things we 
hear. This man chose to believe the words of Paul and accept the 
message of the cross. If he had rejected Paul’s words, he would 
have remained a cripple.

ACT
Third, the crippled man had to act on what Paul said. Hearing 

the Word preached was not enough to get the crippled man 
walking. Neither was having faith to be healed. Many people 
have faith, but they are not healed because they don’t act on their 
faith.

When Paul said to the crippled man, “Stand up straight on 
your feet!” the man could have said, “I can’t. I’ve been lame since 
birth.” But he didn’t do that. Although there was no way in the 
natural for him to stand on his feet, he immediately “leaped and 
walked” on Paul’s command. Only when he took the initiative 
and acted on Paul’s command did the healing power of God go 
into his limbs and strengthen his lifeless legs.

The healing of the crippled man at Lystra outlines three 
simple steps we can take to receive healing: hear, believe, and 
act. When we dare to act on the Word of God that we have heard 
and believed, the seemingly impossible will suddenly become 
possible! And like the crippled man at Lystra, we will rise and 
walk!
______________________________
[Editor’s note: This article was previously printed in the October 

2009 issue of The Word of Faith.]

God’s Word Is Life 
and Health to You
The Bible says God’s Word is medicine for 
your whole body. But like any medicine, you 
must know how to use it for it to help you. 
Learn how to take God’s medicine—His 
Word—so it can bring healing and health to all 
your flesh!

SPECIAL OFFER

SPECIAL OFFER: KIT25WF02B
*OFFER EXPIRES MAY 31, 2025
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 HEALING SCRIPTURES
(book, Kenneth E. Hagin)

 �$9*

FA I T H  I N  A C T I O N

Faith Is Now

Receiving anything from God is about being 
in faith. And faith is “now.” In other words, it’s 
present tense. Long before anything has perceptibly 
changed, faith counts it done. Faith says, “I have it 
now.”

Hope, on the other hand, is future tense. And 
unfortunately, many people think they’re in faith 
when they’re really in hope. They expect to see their 
prayers answered in the future. Hope says, “I will 
have it someday.”

How do you move from hope to faith? It’s simple: 
“Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God” (Rom. 10:17 NKJV). Take time to read and 
meditate on scriptures that pertain to your need. 
Listen to sermons by quality ministers preaching on 
that subject. Keep doing this until you can say, “I 
have it now.”
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PHILEMON 1:6 (NKJV) SAYS, 
“That the sharing of your faith may 
become effective by the acknowledg-
ment of every good thing which is 
in you in Christ Jesus.” The key to 
effective faith isn’t just about speak-
ing; it’s about focusing on the good 
things in us in Christ.

We’ve been taught that we have 
faith that moves mountains, and 
we’ve learned how to speak to 
those mountains. But there’s a dan-
ger in becoming too focused on the 
mountain itself. When we constantly 
speak to the problem and meditate 
on it, our focus shifts from God to 
the problem.

For example, if someone is bat-
tling cancer and they constantly say, 
“Cancer, you’ve got to go. Cancer, 
leave. Cancer, in Jesus’ Name be 
gone,” it can lead to their mind be-
ing filled with nothing but thoughts 
of cancer. Then their focus becomes 
the problem, not the solution.

Our faith becomes more effec-
tive when we focus on what Jesus 
has done in us, rather than on our 
challenges. The mountain isn’t our 
Lord—Jesus is.

Our faith becomes ineffective 
when we give more attention to the 
mountain than to God. It’s easy to 
share our struggles on social media 
or with others, but what if we fo-
cused on God’s promises instead? 
Luke 6:45 says that “out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaks.” What we focus on will 
come out of us and shape our words, 
actions, and outcomes.

Life happens. We don’t deny 
storms and mountains exist, but they 
don’t hold ultimate power over us. 

Our focus determines whether we 
live in victory or defeat.

Philippians 4:8 (TPT) reminds 
us, “Keep your thoughts continual-
ly fixed on all that is authentic and 
real, honorable and admirable, 
beautiful and respectful, pure and 
holy, merciful and kind. And fasten 
your thoughts on every glorious 
work of God, praising him always.”

We are to fasten our thoughts. 
Every moment of the day, instead of 
focusing on our struggles, we should 
thank God for His life and strength 
within us. For Christians, meditation 
is about what we choose to focus on. 
We can either rehearse our problems 
or rehearse God’s promises. When 
we focus on His Word and His good-
ness, our perspective changes. In tri-
als, we can either dwell on the storm, 
or trust in the One Who calms it.

In the story of the three Hebrew 
boys in the fiery furnace, their situa-
tion was dire (Daniel chapter 3). Yet 
their focus wasn’t on the flames; it 
was on the One standing with them 
in the fire. They weren’t scarred 
because they focused on the good 
things—they focused on the Lord.

Song of Songs 2:15 (TPT) warns 
us to “catch the troubling foxes, 
those sly little foxes” that spoil the 
vine. These “foxes” represent the lit-
tle thoughts, motives, and ideas that 
can ruin what God has placed in us. 

One of the most dangerous foxes is 
letting our focus shift from God to 
our troubles. God has a purpose for 
each of us. We can’t let these little 
things get in our head and ruin what 
He has done in us.

We must take control of our 
thoughts. Just as a zookeeper con-
trols when an animal in captivity 
eats, we control what thoughts we 
entertain. When a thought contrary 
to God’s Word comes, we don’t feed 
it. Instead, we must replace it with 
God’s truth.

Life isn’t about what we go 
through; it’s about how we go 
through it. When we focus on God, 
we are like a tree planted by the 
waters. When the enemy attacks, 
we can’t focus on the fire or on the 
drought. We must focus on God’s 
Word: “Greater is He that is in 
me,” “By His stripes I am healed,” 
and “The peace of God rules in my 
heart.”

The next time you face a chal-
lenge, ask yourself, “What am I fo-
cused on? The mountain? Or the One 
Who can move it?” Shift your focus 
to God’s goodness and the good 
things in you in Christ. Your faith 
will become effective and empower 
you to overcome any obstacle.
_____________________________________
[Editor’s Note: Tanner Gregurich is an in-

structor at Rhema Bible Training College.]

What Are You Focused On?

	 We can either rehearse our problems 
		  or rehearse God’s promises.

TANNER GREGURICH

INSTRUCTOR
HIGHLIGHT

Nothing Like Being Here!
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HAVE YOU EVER felt trapped 
by the challenges you face? In 
times of hardship, it’s easy to feel 
hopeless and believe that victory is 
unattainable.

The Old Testament prophet 
Micah lived in dark times for Israel 

and Judah. Their sins were great, and Micah knew that God’s 
judgment was near.

From Micah’s perspective, the moral and spiritual condition 
of God’s people might have looked hopeless. Yet in the midst of 
this situation, Micah wrote these powerful words:

MICAH 7:7–8 (NLT)
7 As for me, I look to the Lord for help. I wait confidently 
for God to save me, and my God will certainly hear me.
8 Do not gloat over me, my enemies! For though I fall, I 
will rise again. Though I sit in darkness, the Lord will be 
my light.

Instead of just accepting a bad situation, Micah lifted his eyes 
and declared his faith in his God. With God’s help, he would rise 
above despair and destruction.

We must learn to be like Micah. When adversity comes, we 
must say, “I will rise and enjoy every provision that God has 
for me.”

God has an answer for everything we face. We don’t have to 
remain stuck where we are. We can take hold of His promises 
and work to change our circumstances.

T H E  C O U R A G E  T O  A C T
In Second Kings chapter 7, we find the story of four men who 

rose up in the face of an impossible situation.
Samaria was under siege by the king of Aram, and the 

resulting famine had left the city in a desperate situation. 
Outside the gates sat four lepers who asked each other, “Why 
are we sitting here until we die?” (2 Kings 7:3 NKJV).

The men realized that staying where they were meant certain 
death. Entering the city was not an option because they were 
leprous—and besides, there was no food there.

So they decided to surrender to the Aramean army, hoping 
for mercy. If they were killed, they reasoned, they would have 
died anyway (2 Kings 7:3–4).

But when the lepers rose up to do something about their 
situation, God took over. As darkness fell, the sickly men 
started walking toward the enemy’s camp. But to the Arameans, 
it sounded like a mighty army was approaching. They fled in 
panic, leaving everything behind.

The lepers found the camp deserted and full of food, silver, 
gold, and clothing. They went from tent to tent, eating and 
taking whatever they wanted. Then they went back to Samaria 

KENNETH W. HAGIN
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and reported to the gatekeepers what they had found (2 Kings 
7:3–16).

Because these men decided to do something about their 
situation, an entire city was set free.

TA K E  A C T I O N  I N  YO U R  L I F E
Let me ask you this: Why are you sitting in your situation 

until you die? Refuse to accept sickness, bondage, poverty, or 
any other form of oppression.

It’s time to grab hold of God’s Word like a bulldog holding 
on to a bone. It’s time to take hold of God’s promises with 
unshakeable determination and declare, “Listen, Mr. Devil, 
you can’t keep me down any longer. I’m going to rise above 
this!”

God is waiting on you to take the first step. As long as you 
allow the enemy to hold you back, your situation will remain 
the same. But if you rise up and lay claim to God’s promises, 
your circumstances will change.

It’s your move. God has already acted—He sent Jesus to 
earth to die on the cross and rise again in victory. When Jesus 
rose, every promise God made became available to those who 
would believe in Him, rise up, and take advantage of it.

Jesus said in John 10:10 (NKJV) that He came so we could 
have life and have it “more abundantly.” An abundant life is not 
living on Barely-Get-Along Street. God’s abundance is living 
on Glory Avenue and walking in the fullness of everything God 
has promised.

The choice is yours. Second Corinthians 6:2 (NKJV) 
declares, “ ‘In an acceptable time I have heard you, and in 
the day of salvation I have helped you.’ Behold, now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” Your day 
of deliverance is here, and this promise is for you. It applies to 
you today just as much as it did to the Corinthians when the 
Apostle Paul wrote it to them.

You can possess everything God promised in His Word. 
Simply get into the Word, believe it, speak it, and live it—and 
you will experience the fulfillment of its promises.

T H E  S I M P L I C I T Y  O F  R E C E I V I N G
It is not hard to receive from God. Too many people make it 

harder than it is. Jesus did the hard part. He endured the cross, 
crying out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 
(Matt. 27:46 NKJV).

It was a dark moment. It appeared that everything had been 
lost. The devil and his bunch were cheering. They thought they 
had won.

But God saw that day differently. When He watched Jesus 
take His last breath and descend into hell, God saw victory for 
humanity. He knew that in three days He would raise Jesus 
from the grave. And through Jesus’ resurrection, God would 
reunite us with Himself.

The same power that raised Jesus from the dead is available 
to bring deliverance to your life—no matter what you are 
facing. But you must rise up and grab hold of it. When you do, 
you will see your circumstances turn around!

 rhema.org/store
1-800-54-FAITH (543-2484) // Mail enclosed envelope
IN CANADA: 1-866-70-RHEMA (707-4362)

SPECIAL OFFER

Make Your Move and 
Receive God’s Blessings
Learn how to overcome discouragement and 
enjoy the good things God has already provided 
for us in Christ.

 �$5* 
$6.75* Canada 
Plus Shipping and Handling
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IT’S YOUR MOVE!
   (book, Kenneth W. Hagin)

     You can POSSESS everything  
			       God PROMISED in His Word.



The A Call to Arms Men’s 
Conference, themed “Going 
Over,” inspired attendees to live 
courageously and faithfully. Kenneth 
W. Hagin challenged the men to 
go beyond what is comfortable 
and expected and apply the going 
over mindset. He called on them to 
embody Christ’s example of love, 
integrity, generosity, faithfulness, 
forgiveness, and commitment in 
every area of life to honor God and 
leave a powerful legacy.

During the two days, there was an 
emphasis on facing challenges head-
on and trusting God for strength. 
The men were reminded to make 
God’s Word the foundation of their 
lives and let it guide their responses 
in every situation. They were 
encouraged to reject fear, knowing 
victory is already won through 
Christ. With powerful reminders that 
God’s strength is within, men left 
empowered to embrace their roles 
with confidence, purpose, and faith.

Be sure to save the date for A 
Call to Arms 2025, November 6-7.

“We, as men of faith, are 
called to a higher standard. 
We are surrounded by 
mindsets of shortcuts and 
self-centeredness and to 
do the minimum to get by. 
But Christ calls on us to live 
differently, to go beyond what 
is expected.” 

“There will be times in life 
when something rocks your 
world. Remember Jesus 
words, ‘Be not afraid, only 
believe’ (Mark 5:36). The 
Greater One lives in you, and 
He gives you overwhelming 
victory if you will only believe.” 

“

“

”

”// CRAIG W. HAGIN

// KENNETH W. HAGIN
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“For our hearts to remain open and 
uncontaminated, there needs to be an intimacy 
with the Word of God. It needs to be personal. It 
needs to stay in the center of our hearts. It can’t 
just be a scripture on the fridge.”

“There will be a time in your life when you’re 
facing Goliath. And when you beat him, it’s 
going to open doors. But you have to do the 
work. You have to go on that narrow road where 
nobody’s watching. What’s done in secret will 
come to light if you do it God’s way.”

“God gave us something to do, and we want 
to be faithful to do that, not what He gave 
somebody else to do. We want to hear when 
we stand before Jesus, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant.’”

”

”

”

// PAUL CAVENAH

// ADRIAN GRIFFIN

// JIM PRESTON

“

“

“
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Don’t Give Up

SPEAKER 
HIGHLIGHT

JESUS SAID, “IN this world you 
will have trouble. But take heart! 
I have overcome the world” (John 
16:33 NIV). No matter who we are, 
trouble is something we all face. 
We’re either going through it, have 
been through it, or will face it. The 
question is, what do we do when 
things don’t go the way we hoped?

When I first started coming 
to Rhema, I thought, “If I just get 
strong in faith, I’ll never have 
trouble.” But what I learned is, 
while we don’t reach a point where 
we never have trouble, we can reach 
a place where trouble doesn’t have 
us. As Charles Swindoll said, “Life 
is 10 percent what happens to you 
and 90 percent how you react to it.”

Even in the most hopeless 
situations, things can change. A 
good example is in Acts chapter 
27. The Apostle Paul was being 
taken to Rome by ship. Despite 
his warnings, the crew sailed into 
a violent storm. Wind and waves 
battered the ship, and they hadn’t 
seen the sun or stars for days.

The 276 people on board had 
lost all hope—except for Paul. Paul 
reassured them, telling them that 
God had promised they would all 
survive, though the ship would be 
lost. He said, “So, dear friends, take 
heart. I believe God will do exactly 
what he told me” (Acts 27:25 
MSG). After two weeks of stormy 
weather, the ship broke apart on the 
island of Malta, but everyone made 
it safely ashore.

What do you do when you 
survive the storm but your boat 
breaks apart—when your world or 
something in your life breaks apart? 
Paul was in that situation, and what 
did he do? He grabbed a piece of 
broken ship and swam to shore.

God told me, “As long as you 
don’t let go of what you still have, 
you will make it.” You may not 

have everything you thought you 
would have. But as long as you still 
have a piece of it, you can make it. 
God doesn’t need what you don’t 
have. All He needs is what you’ve 
still got.  And if you hold on to that, 
you’ll make it.

When Paul and everyone else 
reached the island, it was rainy and 
cold—not a fun situation. But Paul 
didn’t give up. He believed God. As 
he helped build a fire, a poisonous 
viper came out of a bundle of sticks 
and bit his hand. The people around 
him thought it was a sign that he 
was being punished. But that’s 
how the world thinks. We should 
never let what people think about us 
change what God says about us.

The Bible says, “Paul shook 
the snake off into the fire like it was 
nothing” (Acts 28:5 MSG). Later, 
Paul went to the house of Publius, 
the governor of Malta, whose father 
was very sick. Paul laid his snake-
bitten hand on the older man, and 
the power of God healed him. Not 
only was he healed, but God used 
Paul to heal all the sick people on 
the island.

You might be going through 
trouble you didn’t expect. Maybe 
you never imagined you’d be where 
you are in life right now. But don’t 
focus on what’s wrong. Grab hold of 
what you still have, swim for shore, 
and use your “snake-bitten” hand 
to help someone else. God’s power 
won’t just bring you through—
it’s going to start a revival where  
you are.

The devil wants you to believe 
it’s over. But God is giving you a 
new beginning. It’s not just about 
you making it—it’s bigger than 
that. It’s about the will of God 
working through you. The devil 
isn’t really after you; He’s after the 
will of God being fulfilled through 
you. If you’re in a storm, whether 
you caused it or someone else did, 
don’t give up. God can turn what 
was meant for your destruction into 
a story of deliverance.
___________________________________
[Editor’s Note: Lois Taucher is a founding 
member of the evangelistic team Shek-
inah Glory. This article was adapted from 

Lois’ message at Campmeeting 2024.]

LOIS TAUCHER

CAMPMEETING
K E N N E T H  H A G I N  M I N I S T R I E S ’

Make plans to attend 
Campmeeting 2025, 
July 20–25!  
rhema.org/cm
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• �Personal time with 
Kenneth and Lynette 
Hagin 
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Rhema from around 
the world 
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CHRISTIANS SOMETIMES TRY to receive guidance other 
than how the Bible teaches. For example, the Bible never says 
that God will guide you through your soul. People sometimes 
use the words “spirit” and “soul” interchangeably, but they are 
not interchangeable.

We know from the Word that our soul and spirit do not refer 
to the same thing. Hebrews 4:12 differentiates between the two: 
“The word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing even to the DIVIDING ASUNDER of 
SOUL and SPIRIT.”

Paul also made a distinction among the three parts of our 
being: “I pray God your whole SPIRIT and SOUL and BODY be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(1 Thess. 5:23). THE WORD CLEARLY SHOWS THAT WE ARE A SPIRIT, WE 
HAVE A SOUL, AND WE LIVE IN A BODY.

The Holy Spirit abides in our spirit when we are born again.

JOHN 14:16–17
16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;
17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot 
receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: 
but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be 
in you.

Since God dwells in you—in your heart or spirit—that is 
where He will speak to you. He does not communicate directly 
with your mind because He’s not in your mind. He’s in your 
spirit.

You are a spirit being, and you contact the spiritual realm 
with your spirit. You contact the mental realm with your 
intellect. And you contact the physical realm with your body.

Because God guides you through your spirit, it’s important 
that you allow your spirit being—the inner you—to dominate 
your life.

THE INWARD WITNESS
Romans 8:14 and 16 say that you are to be led by the Holy 

Spirit as He bears witness with your spirit. The number one way 
God guides all His children is by the inward witness.

Let me explain what I mean. Suppose you are praying about 
going in a certain direction in your life, but you get a check or 
a red light in your spirit. To say it another way, on the inside of 
you there is something that tells you no or stop. On the inside—
in your heart—you don’t feel good about going in the direction 
you’re praying about.

That check in your spirit is the Holy Spirit telling you not to 
go in that direction, no matter how good the circumstances may 



look. On the other hand, if you pray about a matter and you get a 
go-ahead signal or a velvety-like feeling in your heart, that’s the 
witness of the Holy Spirit to proceed.

So first, God leads His children by the inward witness. Second, 
He leads us by the inward voice. With the inward voice, our own 
spirit tells us what it picks up from the Holy Ghost. God also can 
lead us by the more authoritative Voice of the Holy Spirit. When 
the Holy Ghost within us speaks, it can almost seem to be an 
audible voice.

Romans 8:16 says, “The Spirit itself [Himself] beareth 
witness with our spirit.” Many Christians think Paul is referring 
to some kind of physical witness or evidence. But Paul never said 
the Spirit bears witness with your physical senses. No, the Holy 
Spirit bears witness with your spirit.

You can’t base your Christian walk on your physical senses or 
feelings. Feeling is the voice of your body. Reason is the voice of 
your mind. And conscience is the voice of your spirit.

YOUR SPIRIT—THE INWARD YOU—HAS A VOICE; IT IS YOUR CONSCIENCE! 
Is your conscience a safe guide? It is if your spirit has been born 
again and your mind renewed by God’s Word.

If you are being led by your feelings or by your physical 
senses instead of by your conscience, you are heading for trouble. 
If your mind or body dominate you, Satan can gain entrance into 
your life by controlling you through your feelings or senses. You 
can’t walk by faith if you are led by your feelings.

It makes no difference if you feel like something is or isn’t so. 
Our faith is based on God’s Word, not on how we feel. Feelings 
can tell you something that is contrary to scripture. But the Holy 
Spirit will communicate to you through your spirit, and it will 
always be in line with the Word.

Jesus said the Holy Spirit will show you things to come (John 
16:13). How will He do that? By bearing witness with your spirit. 
The Holy Spirit endeavors to guide you in all the affairs of life.

A biblical illustration of how the inward witness operates is 
found in the Book of Acts.

ACTS 27:9–10
9 Now when much time was spent, and when sailing was 
now dangerous, because the fast was now already past, 
Paul admonished them,
10 And said unto them, Sirs, I PERCEIVE that this voyage 
will be with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading 
and ship, but also of our lives.

Notice Paul didn’t say, “The Lord told me.” No, he said, “I 
perceive.” Paul didn’t perceive this mentally. He didn’t perceive 
it physically through his senses. In his spirit, he had an inward 
witness that “this voyage will be with hurt and much damage.”

A key principle to following the inward witness is to develop 
and train your spirit. How do you do that? Number one, feed 
on God’s Word. Number two, make sure you walk in love. And 
number three, pray much in other tongues.

When you pray out of your spirit, you become more conscious 
of your spirit and of spiritual things. Supernaturally you’re in 
direct contact with God, the Father of spirits (Heb. 12:9). If you’ll 
develop your spirit being, after a while, you’ll always know what 
to do.

Too many Christians spend most of their lives in the mental and 
physical realms. Many times we’ve developed our intellects at 
the expense of developing our hearts. Our intellects take the 
throne in our lives, and our spirits—which should guide us—
are kept locked away in prison and not permitted to function. 
But even if we don’t listen to our spirits, the Holy Spirit 
through the inward witness is always seeking to guide us.  
________________________________
[Editor’s note: This article was adapted from Kenneth E. Hagin’s book 

Classic Sermons.]

Learn to Follow  
God’s Direction
God wants to guide us through our spirits. 
Kenneth E. Hagin shows us how to always 
recognize the Holy Spirit’s leading.

SPECIAL OFFER

SPECIAL OFFER: KIT25WF02D
*OFFER EXPIRES MAY 31, 2025

   (USB, Kenneth E. Hagin)

 �$20* 
$27* Canada 
(Reg. Price: $30 / $40.50 Canada) 
Plus Shipping and Handling

LED BY THE SPIRIT

 rhema.org/store
1-800-54-FAITH (543-2484)  //  Mail enclosed envelope
IN CANADA: 1-866-70-RHEMA (707-4362)
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OFFER #W2208

RHEMA 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Bible School

NOTE: Rhema Bible Training College 
and Rhema Correspondence Bible 
School are two separate schools with 
different purposes. Credits are not trans-
ferable from one to the other. The train-
ing college is an intensive, on-campus 
school designed to prepare people for 
full-time ministry. The correspondence 
school is a home-study course intended 
to give laypeople basic Bible knowledge.

 �Flexible

 �Choose your 
topic of study.

 �Study at your 
own pace.

 Pay as you go

 �ENROLL 
TODAY!

ONLY 

$60* 
for your first 
lesson!
(*U.S. residents rate. 
International rates 
available online. 
Price includes 
$25 one-time, 
non-refundable 
application fee.)

3 Ways to Enroll
ONLINE   

rhema.org/rcbs
�BY PHONE   

918-258-1588, ext. 2216
��BY MAIL 
Send your name, address, phone 
number, and email address along  
with your enrollment fee to:
Rhema Correspondence Bible School 
P.O. Box 50220 
Tulsa, OK 74150-0220

            EXCITING

NEW RELEASES FROM

FAITH LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS

 YOUR  COPIES  NOW! 
rhema.org/store

1-800-54-FAITH (543-2484)

THE CONNECT WORKBOOK: 
HELPING YOU BECOME 
CONNECTED TO WIN
Kenneth W. Hagin (book)
$15.95 ($21.50 Canada)
 BM763

FAITH FUNDAMENTALS
Kenneth E. Hagin  
(13 MP3s on USB)
$39 ($52.65 Canada)

 UEASH04

GOD’S GLORY AND POWER
Kenneth W. Hagin  
(11 MP3s on USB)
$33 ($44.55 Canada)
 UEASJ02

SCRIPTURES FOR HEALING, 
PEACE & SUCCESS
Kenneth E. Hagin and  
Lynette Hagin  
(3 MP3s on USB)
$30 ($40.50 Canada)
 UEASG04
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Every month The Word of Faith magazine 
is delivered to over 12,000 men and 
women who are in prison. We receive 
testimonies from inmates who are being 
saved, gloriously healed, and strengthened 
in their walk with the Lord!

This is all thanks to our Rhema Word 
Partners. Through their prayers and 
financial support,   OUR PARTNERS 

MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR THE MESSAGE 

OF FAITH TO GO BEHIND PRISON 

WALLS.   They’re making a difference. 
They’re changing lives. Are you ready to 
join them? 

Are you ready  
to touch the world?

Be an essential piece and make a difference today!

RHEMA Become a Rhema Word Partner! 
rhema.org/wpc
1-800-54-FAITH (543-2484)  |  PartnerService@rhema.org

join
TODAY
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//  LYNETTE HAGIN

     “ T h e  L o r d  w i l l  g u i d e  y o u  a l w a y s ;  h e  w i l l  s a t i s f y  y o u r  n e e d s  i n  a 
s u n - s c o r c h e d  l a n d  a n d  w i l l  s t r e n g t h e n  y o u r  f r a m e .  Y o u  w i l l  b e  l i k e  a 
w e l l - w a t e r e d  g a r d e n ,  l i k e  a  s p r i n g  w h o s e  w a t e r s  n e v e r  f a i l . ”
                                                                           - I s a i a h  5 8 : 1 1  ( N I V )

Spiritual Insights From a Power Outage
SEVERAL YEARS AGO, I was carrying on my daily routine when suddenly that routine got 
interrupted. I enjoy getting up each morning to praise and worship music, spending time with 
God, and receiving instructions while I am getting ready. That routine started normally, but just as 
I had completed putting on my make-up, the lights in our house went out. That wasn’t unusual and 
didn’t alarm me at first. I thought they would come back on quickly. After waiting five minutes in 
the dark, I realized this was a power outage.

I had to teach at Rhema in less than an hour and still had to comb my hair, brush my teeth, and 
so forth. It was a cloudy day so there was no outside sunlight to navigate by. As I was meditating on 
how I could finish getting ready, I pondered on other things the outage affected.

My car was in the garage, and the garage door opens electrically. Our house at the time had well water, and the pump was 
generated by electricity. Therefore, I was without water. The gate at the entrance to our house operates electrically; therefore, I was 
unable to get out of our driveway. My husband had already gone to work, so he could not help me with any of the electrical things that 
could be done manually.

My first thought was to panic as I was clueless as to how I could navigate through this issue. My next thought was to say—let there 
be electricity—and it would appear suddenly, but it didn’t.

Therefore, I had to come up with solutions quickly to meet my obligations. I frantically called a staff member to help me get the 
garage and gate opened. I found a flashlight to hold up to a mirror while I combed my hair. I brushed my teeth with bottled water, and 
I was on my way to class with a few minutes to spare. On the drive to the campus, I said to God, “Surely there is an illustration gained 
from all my inconvenience. Tell me what it is.”

All of a sudden, words began to flow. He said, “The functions of the Holy Spirit in your life can be likened to electricity. Electricity 
produces power just as the gift of the Holy Spirit produces power in lives.” I recalled the instructions Jesus left to His disciples.

“And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Comforter (Counselor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, Strengthener, and 
Standby), that He may remain with you forever—The Spirit of Truth, Whom the world cannot receive (welcome, take to its heart), 
because it does not see Him or know and recognize Him. But you know and recognize Him, for He lives with you [constantly] and will 
be in you” John 14:16–17 (AMPC).

Jesus gave the disciples more instructions concerning the Holy Spirit. He told them not to leave Jerusalem until the Father sent 
them the gift He promised (Acts 1:4 NLT). Further instructions were given in verse 8: “But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (NLT).

The disciples waited in Jerusalem, united in prayer, waiting for the day the Holy Spirit would come. They didn’t know how 
long it would be before the Holy Spirit was manifested. They had no clue what to expect. But 
they faithfully and patiently waited. In our culture, we want everything now. Our microwaves, 
computers, and phone devices become too slow for us, so we trade them in for a newer model!

But look what the waiting produced: “Suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing 
mighty wind, . . . and there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, . . . and they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost and began to speak in tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 
2:2–4). Each one of them was transformed with a boldness to declare the Gospel of the Lord Jesus.

Have you allowed the electricity of the Holy Spirit to go out of your life? I encourage you to 
renew that power gift. Pray in the Spirit on a daily basis. Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) instructs us to 

“Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion.” If you have never received the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, I would encourage you to receive that gift. It will make a difference 

in your life.



When you were a 
baby, you were  

so cute and lovable. 
But you were also 
pretty helpless. Your 
parents had to do 
EVERYTHING for you. 
They had to feed you, 
clothe you, and bathe 
you. But as you’ve 
gotten older, they have 
expected you to do 

more for yourself. It’s all a part of GROWING UP. By now, you should be 
able to feed yourself, put on your own clothes, and bathe yourself.

Well, just like your parents, Father God expects some things out of His 
children too! When you were born again, you became a “babe in Christ” 
(1 Cor. 3:1), and God’s Kingdom was brand new to you. But as you 
get older in the Lord, God expects you to GROW UP! 
He expects you to FEED YOURSELF on the 
milk and meat of His Word (Heb. 5:13–14). He 
expects you to CLOTHE YOURSELF with 
the full armor of God (Eph. 6:13–17). And, He 
expects you to BATHE YOURSELF in His 
forgiveness when you do wrong (1 John 1:9). So, 
it’s time to GROW UP. BUT WILL YOU? Or are you 
just going to be a BIG BABY?

start

finish

The baby above is hungry, 
but he can’t find his bottle. 
Help him find his way 
through the maze to the 
bottle so he will stop crying!

I Want My
Bottle!!!!!

Bible Baby Riddles
I was a Bouncing Baby Boy,
Before I was born I leaped for joy.
I was born before my favorite cousin;
He had some friends, I think a dozen.
And on the day that I finally came,
They almost called me by the 
wrong name.
WHO AM I ?

My Mom laughed the day she heard, 
“You’ll have a son.” It seemed absurd.
But she found out like all those after,
God can always hear your laughter.
WHO AM I ?

A nurse goes to a doctor and says, 
“How is the girl who swallowed a 
quarter?” 

The doctor replies, “No change yet!” 

What has no beginning, no end, 
and nothing in the middle?

A doughnut!

Which is the fastest—cold or heat?

Heat—you can catch a cold!

Have you heard the joke about the 
butter?

I can’t tell you because you will 
spread it.

What did the snail say when he got 
a ride on a turtle?

WEEEEEEEEE.

Teacher: Simon, can you say your 
name backwards?

Simon: No Miss!

What’s green and smells?

A frog’s nose!

Teacher: If your father gave your 
mother $200 and then took away 
$150, what would your mother get?

Johnny: She would get angry!

Nancy: I lost my cat!

Susie: That’s too bad! Did you put 
an ad in the paper?

Nancy: That wouldn’t help. My cat 
can’t read. 

ANSWERS:
FAMOUS BIBLE BABIES! • Answers:  1. MOSES  2. ISAAC  3. JESUS

BIBLE BABY RIDDLES
1. John the Baptist—One day Mary the mother of Jesus came to visit Elizabeth, the mother of John, and 
they were both pregnant. When Mary greeted Elizabeth, John leaped for joy inside Elizabeth’s womb. Jesus was 
John’s cousin and was born a few months after John. When John was born, the family members wanted to call 
him by his father’s name or a family name, but Elizabeth said his name would be John. When they went to ask 
his father Zacharias what his name would be, he wrote on a piece of paper “His name is John.”

2. Isaac—When angels came to visit Abraham, they told him that his wife Sarah would give birth to a son. 
Abraham and Sarah were very old when they received this news. Sarah heard the angel’s news from another 
room and laughed to herself because she thought it was funny that she would have a child in her old age. She 
didn’t think anybody heard her laugh, but God told her that He had heard her even though she denied it.

start

finish

Some great men of the Bible had special events take place either 
before or shortly after their birth. Use the first letter of each picture 
clue below to discover the names of 3 famous Bible Babies.

Famous Bible Babies!

1.

2.

3.



GOD’S LOVE IS the motivating force 
behind everything He does. His Son, Jesus, 
came to the earth so we might “have life, 
and have it to the full” (John 10:10 NIV). 
The only way to experience this fullness 
of life is to live in the love of God.

God’s love for us is almost beyond 
our comprehension. We cannot fully 
communicate its magnitude. The Apostle 
Paul wanted mankind to “grasp how wide 
and long and high and deep the love of 
Christ is” (Eph. 3:18 New International 
Version). He used these words to describe 
that love so we could see how much God 
loves us.

If you’ve ever looked over the edge of 
the Grand Canyon, you know it’s a long 
way down. God’s love is deeper.

Or maybe you’ve stood on the shores 
of the Atlantic or Pacific oceans and 
looked out across the water. You may have 
thought that it’s a long way to the other 
side. God’s love is longer.

At one time the SR-71 Blackbird was 
the fastest jet aircraft in the world. It 
soared up to 85,000 feet at speeds of more 
than 2,000 miles per hour. God’s love is 
higher and faster.

There is no end to God’s love. It reaches 
you wherever you are. Even when you’ve 
messed up, His love is there to pick you 
up, brush you off, and say, “I forgive you.”

Your Heavenly Father’s love will 
keep and protect you when nothing else 
can. It will strengthen you when you 
feel you can’t go on. It will comfort you 
when you’ve cried your last tear. When 
everything else has failed, the love of God 
will lift you out of any situation. God’s 
love never runs out and it never fails!

You can live your life to the full when 
you let God’s love permeate you and flow 
out from you. Jesus gave His followers 
a new command: Love one another. 
You are to be known by your lifestyle 
of love toward others (John 13:34–35). 
It is impossible to love unconditionally 
without the love of God living in you and 
you living in it!

To live consistently in God’s love, you 
must do several things.

First, feed on the Word of God.
Second, before saying anything about 

someone else, ask, “What would love say 
or do?”

Third, pray for those who come against 
you and mistreat you.

Everyone encounters unkind, rude 
people. When you meet them, how will 
you respond? The only way to stay on top 
is to walk in love. Remember, love never 
fails! You can choose to live your life in 
the light of God’s Word. You can choose 
to live in love!

Salvation Prayer
God revealed the depth of His love for 

us by sending His Son, Jesus, to die on 
the cross for our sins. Jesus willingly laid 
down His life to save mankind. If you have 
never made Jesus your Lord and Savior 
and you want to experience the fullness of 
God’s love, pray this simple prayer.

Dear God,
I come to You in the Name of Jesus. 

I admit that I am not right with You, and 
I want to be right with You. I ask You to 
forgive me of all my sins. The Bible says 
if I confess with my mouth that “Jesus is 
Lord” and believe in my heart that You 
raised Him from the dead, I will be saved 
(Romans 10:9). I believe in my heart that 
You raised Jesus from the dead, and I 
confess with my mouth that Jesus is my 
Lord. Thank You, God, for saving me and 
loving me!

If you prayed this prayer for the first 
time, welcome to God’s family! Email us 
at partnerservice@rhema.org and let 
us know. We want to send you some free 
materials to get you started in your new 
life as God’s child.
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