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The Benefits
“Me” time!  When you’re strong, 
you’re better able to give back to 
those around you.

God time.  Expect to hear from 
God and get answers to your 
questions.

Girl time.  Build and strengthen 
relationships with ladies just 
like you.

Practical, fun workshops. 
You’ll return home with creative 
ideas you can use.

Refreshing.  Need we say more?

Start planning your trip now! 
Visit our website to get your FREE planning guide.  

(Click on the Download icon.) And don’t forget to invite a friend!

rhema.org/ktf
1-866-312-0972      fb.com/kindletheflame

Early Bird  
Registration
Going On Now!

$60
Regular  

Registration
Begins September 15

$65



Rise Into God’s Best
Kenneth W. Hagin
God is calling us to a new level spiritually. Using 
the Israelites as an example, Kenneth W. Hagin 
shares how we, too, can boldly step into God’s 
blessings.

4

17 Man & Miracles
Kenneth E. Hagin
God wants to work miracles today. If we’ll just 
preach His Word, He promises to confirm it with 
signs following!

    Special Report: M i s s i o n s

TG Desta is a full-time missionary—to the world. And everywhere she 
goes, she’s seeing salvations and miracles. Read her story.

 �W i n t e r  B i b l e 	 Page 20 
S e m i n a r  R e v i e w

 S e e d  T h ou  g h t s 	 Page 22

 F a i t h  Ac  a d e my	   Page 23

14 Faith. Plain and Simple
Craig W. Hagin
Faith isn’t hard. Discover simple steps to receive 
what you are believing for.

T H I S  I S S U E

HEART      T O  HEART   

Think Big!
Many Christians are “natural” thinkers. They think according to how they feel and what they 
see, not according to the Word. But God wants us to be supernatural thinkers! He wants us to 
“lose our minds” to our old way of thinking and become successful in Him!

God is a big God. He does not think small or second best. Just look in the Old Testament at how He told the Israelites to build a 
tabernacle in the wilderness. They could have used a few old scrub oaks to make poles and some cow hides to form a shabby 
covering. But God told them, “Get the best wood. Then cover it with gold and silver” (Exod. 26:32). He had a bigger, better way!

We need to train ourselves with God’s Word (Joshua 1:8). We must “lose” our own thoughts of unbelief and take hold of the mind of 
Christ. How do we do this? By asking ourselves in every situation, “What does the Word say?”

Having this attitude will change how we think, talk, and act. It will keep us aware of God’s presence. Then we’ll be able to enjoy all 
of the blessings and benefits His Word promises! 

If you’re ready to get rid of your old thinking, I encourage you to grab hold of everything this magazine has to offer! My article on 
page 4 will help you rise into God’s best for your life. And Craig’s article on page 14 makes faith easy to understand.

I also want to remind you about Memorial Day on May 26. Let’s take time to remember and thank God for those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice for this nation. It’s because of them that we can live free.

8

TG   D e s t a
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Sometimes when we begin to 
talk about God’s desire for us to 
move to a new level in spiritual 
growth, people start asking ques-
tions. They say, “What’s going to 
happen to us now? Is this new 

level going to be better than what we already have?” Moses dealt 
with questions like this. Let’s look at what he told the children of 
Israel when they were on their way to God’s next level for them.

EXODUS 14:10–14 (NLT)
10 As Pharaoh approached, the people of Israel looked up and panicked 
when they saw the Egyptians overtaking them. They cried out to the Lord,
11 and they said to Moses, “Why did you bring us out here to die in the 
wilderness? Weren’t there enough graves for us in Egypt? What have you 
done to us? Why did you make us leave Egypt?
12 Didn’t we tell you this would happen while we were still in Egypt? We 
said, ‘Leave us alone! Let us be slaves to the Egyptians. It’s better to be 
a slave in Egypt than a corpse in the wilderness!’ ”
13 But Moses told the people, “Don’t be afraid. Just stand still and 
watch the Lord rescue you today. The Egyptians you see today will never 
be seen again.
14 The Lord himself will fight for you. Just stay calm.”

Moses had led the people of Israel out of Egypt, and they were 
headed for the Promised Land. They were excited because Moses 
had told them to rise up and get ready. They left a life of slavery 
rejoicing, and they were moving toward the better life God had 
for them. Then suddenly, they found themselves in a difficult sit-
uation. Pharaoh was behind them, pursuing them with his army. 
The Red Sea was in front of them. They had no way out, or so 
they thought.

Rise Into God’s Plan
God wanted the Israelites to rise to new a level in three areas, 

and He showed them exactly how to do it. What He revealed to 
them can also help us rise up into all His blessings for us.

First, we must be willing to rise up into the plan God has for 
us. As the Israelites moved out to follow God to the next level, 
they encountered hardship. They faced the Egyptian army and 
the Red Sea. And when we start out following God, we also will 
run into opposition.

God showed Moses how to handle the obstacles that were 
keeping the Israelites from rising to a new level. Moses stretched 
out his rod, the waters parted, and the seabed dried up. There 
was solid ground for the Israelites to walk on. As God reveals His 
plan and His will to us, He will show us how the obstacles we 
encounter can be removed.

Kenneth W. Hagin
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Rise Into God’s Place
To go to the next level with God, we must rise into the place 

He has for us. As we obey His Word and follow His plan as He 
unfolds it for us, we can step into our proper place. Sometimes 
people pray for God to take action in some area, but when He 
starts to move, they start backing up. They say, “Wait a minute. 
This isn’t what I had in mind.”

The Holy Spirit guides us in different ways. Some people want 
Him to move in the same way every time, but He doesn’t do 
that. It’s better to move with God on unfamiliar ground than to 
say no to God and stay with what is familiar. We can walk in the 
confidence that God’s plans for us are good and that He is always 
ready to bless us.

Rise Into God’s Promise
To move to the next level with God, we must rise into the 

promise that He has for us. In Exodus 14:15 (NLT) the Lord said  
to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the people to get mov-
ing!” If the Israelites hadn’t moved forward, the enemy would 
never have been destroyed.

When the Red Sea parted, the Egyptians tried to follow the Is-
raelites across on the dry land. But as the children of Israel moved 
forward into God’s provision, the whole Egyptian army was de-
stroyed. If the enemy is hounding you and breathing down your 
neck, get hold of God’s promises and start going forward.

Let’s let the experiences of the Israelites serve as examples for 
us. As we move forward with God and rise up into His plan, His 
place, and His promises, we will rise into His best!

Special Offer

rhema.org/store
1-800-54-FAITH (543-2484)  //  Mail enclosed envelope 
IN Canada: 1-866-70-RHEMA (707-4362)

Special Offer: KIT14WF05A  
*Offer expires AUGUST 31, 2014

Fa i t h  i n  a c t i o n

Every Christian has a divine destiny. The Word of God 
says, “ ‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares 
the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future’ ” (Jer. 29:11 
NIV). God has a plan for your life.

To discover and fulfill your divine des-
tiny, you must know what God’s Word 
says. And the only way you will learn that is by read-
ing it. The amount of attention you give to the Bible 
determines whether you will find and follow God’s 
destiny for you. That doesn’t mean grabbing your 
Bible for five minutes and finding a scripture nugget. 
God told Joshua to meditate in His Word day and 
night so Joshua could do what it said (Joshua 1:8).

I challenge you: Open your eyes wide to the truth of 
God’s Word and then walk in it. Your divine destiny 
awaits you!

You Have a Divine Destiny

Rise to a 
New Level
Learn how to overcome negative  
circumstances, rise to the next level  
with God, and live in the higher place  
He has for you.

The Next Level Package

 �Staying Posit ive  
in a Negative World
(book, Kenneth W. Hagin)

 �7 Habits of Uncommon  
Achievers
(book, Kate McVeigh)

 �$18.00* 
$22.50* Canada 
(Reg. Price: $22.90 / $28.60 Canada) 
Plus Shipping and Handling



November 6–8, 2014
On the Rhema USA campus in Broken Arrow, OK

JOIN KENNETH & LYNETTE HAGIN FOR A

 JUNE 11–13
Good News Fellowship Church
801 County Road HH West
Stevens Point, WI 54481
Pastors Matthew & Deborah Mallek
(715) 341-3275
Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Thurs.–Fri. 10:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

 AUGUST 24–27
Cornerstone Word of Life Church
3783 Sullivan St.
Madison, AL 35758
Pastors Mark & Rhonda Garver
(256) 461-7055
Sun. 6:00 p.m.
Mon.–Wed. 10:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

 SEPTEMBER 7–10
Living Word Church
5601 Southwest Drive
Jonesboro, AR 72404
Pastors Denny & Danni Beavers
(870) 931-3248 
Sun. 7:00 p.m.
Mon.–Wed. 10:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

 JUNE 8–10
Joy Christian Center
770 21st Ave. NE
St. Cloud, MN 56304
Pastor Brian & Shelly Gobar
(320) 253-7819
Sun. 7:00 p.m.
Mon.–Tues. 10:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

prayer

rhema.org/crusades



Denise Burns

Happy  Mother’s Day  Quiet Time  
in the Chaos
  Living a Life of Devotion

 to all you moms out there.       You can do it!

If you’re like me, you prob-
ably feel like you lead a crazy, 
hectic life. I’m a wife, a mom to 
two boys who play every sport 
imaginable, and I work full time.

Because things are so busy, I’ve 
had to come to terms with what 
it means to have a devotional 
life. I used to think it was just 
another one of those things I 
had to do. But when I looked 
up devotion in the dictionary, I 
discovered something really in-
teresting. Devotion is not a verb; 
it’s a noun. In other words, it’s 
not just something we do; it’s 
something we are!

That completely changed my 
perspective. By definition, devo-
tion is “love, loyalty, or enthusi-
asm for a person, activity, or a 
cause.” As believers, that means 
we should be love, loyalty, and 
enthusiasm for the Lord. We 
need to be focused on Him—all 
the time. Devotion is a life-
style, not just a time we 
set aside.

You need to understand a few 
things about this life of devotion. 
First, there is no condemnation 
in it. You shouldn’t feel horrible if 
you’re not able to spend an hour 
in prayer every morning and two 
hours reading your Bible in the 
evening. Those things are good, 

but there’s no formula you have 
to follow. That’s not what living a 
life of devotion is about!

Second, there is no cookie-cutter 
mold. You are who you are. 
God created you. He knows your 
personality and what makes you 
tick. You can’t compare your life 
of devotion to another person’s. 
You’re not that person.

Third, your life of devotion 
doesn’t stay the same. It will 
look different in different sea-
sons of life—in the single sea-
son, in the kid season, in the 
empty-nest season. Be OK with 
it changing, because God is. He 
100-percent understands.

Finally, your devotional life 
shouldn’t be private. Everyone  
should know you love  
Jesus and you’re enthusi-
astic for God.

If you have kids, they especially  
need to see your life of devo-
tion. The Lord convicted me 
about this. He said, “Your chil-
dren don’t know you pray and 
spend time with Me. They need 
to know.”

So I don’t have a private devo-
tional life anymore. And to be 
honest, it was frustrating at first. 
I’d be reading my Bible and ev-
ery other verse my younger son 
would say, “Hey, Mom. What are 
you doing?” “Hey, Mom. Look at 
this!”

I thought this time was produc-
ing nothing good. But I learned 
that God’s OK with interruptions. 
It’s not really about us anyway. 

It’s about living a constant life 
of devotion.

Before long I began to see what 
God had said to my heart. One 
day my younger son got curious 
and wanted to sit with me while 
I read my Bible. He asked what I 
was reading and then said, “How 
do you know what to read?”

Teachable moment! I was able 
to explain how I go about it. 
And he did his 6-year-old best 
to read his own Bible. Then he 
saw me pick up my highlighter. 
“I didn’t know you colored when 
you read your Bible!”

Another teachable moment! I 
was able to explain that I high-
light verses that speak to my 
heart—or ones I want to remem-
ber. So he ran and got a yellow 
crayon and just went to town 

with it! After a minute he said, 
“Mommy! Look how much God 
is speaking to me!”

Precious, right? My son learned 
something that will stick with 
him for the rest of his life. But 
this would never have happened 
if I’d kept my devotional life  
private.

I want my children—and oth-
ers around me—to know what I 
stand for and how I live. That’s 
my devotion to God my Father. 
That’s living a life of devotion.
_____________
[Editor’s Note: This article was adapt-
ed from Denise Burns’ workshop at 
the 2013 Kindle the Flame Women’s 
Conference. Denise is Kenneth and 
Lynette Hagin’s daughter.]

Tips 
for Living a  
Life of Devotion

3

1

2

5

4

Pray continually  
(Eph. 6:18). I pray at random times. I’m constantly 
aware that God is always with me.

Worship. When we praise God, He shows up in a 
big way (Ps. 22:3).

Read the Bible. The Bible is God speaking 
directly to you. It’s living and powerful.

Journal. I write down verses that stand out to me 
and what God’s saying to me.

Devotional books. A good place to begin if 
you need a jump-start.

Everyone s h o u l d  k n o w  y o u  l o v e  J e s u s 

a n d  y o u ’ r e  enthusiastic f o r  G o d .

rhema.org  7



As they stared at her, she stared back. She thought, “I’m 
in trouble! It’s not the first time; it won’t be the last. Come on, 
Jesus! Let’s do this!”

Undeterred, TG began sharing the message the Lord had giv-
en her. She explained that it didn’t matter how they started out in 
life—God could turn everything around.

As her translator closed their time with prayer, TG watched 
as, one by one, the teens bowed their heads. Afterward, they fol-
lowed her from the classroom. “Can we talk to you?” they begged. 
These troubled teens wanted help. And that same night, they got 
it. TG’s translator, a local pastor, opened his church to all of them.

For TG, a 1998 Rhema Bible Training College graduate and 
traveling missionary, this is what it’s all about. “This is the kind of 
ministry God has entrusted me with,” she said. “It’s not because 
I’m qualified, but because He qualified me.”

Big Dreams
Ethiopian by birth, TG was born again at 13. Sensing the 

call of God upon her life, and not knowing what else to do, she 
thought she’d become a nun. Her parents refused that idea, but 
she still had a heart to help people. She dreamed of traveling the 
world.

Her dreams eventually landed her in Washington, D.C., where 
God hooked her up with a wonderful church. Hungry to learn, 
TG enrolled in every program they had. She volunteered—until 
one day someone handed her an application to Rhema. “I didn’t 
know anything about Rhema,” TG remembered. “But I knew I 
had to be trained.”

She filled out the application. At the time, she didn’t even 
know where Tulsa was. But three weeks later she packed her bags 
and made the move. She had no money, no job, and no school 
acceptance letter. But she knew God had called her.

The Rhema Years
“It was a big change for me,” TG recalled. “I left behind ev-

erything I knew. But I never had time to dwell on that, because 
I was receiving so much revelation. I hardly wanted to leave the 
building!”

TG’s two years at Rhema were 
not without challenges. “I grew up 
having everything,” she explained. 
“When I decided to totally give 
my life to serve God, I experi-
enced hunger for the first time. 
Everything came as a flood in my life.” But God provided. In the 
beginning, as TG attempted to find a job, her tuition was super-
naturally paid for. People gave her clothes and took her out to 
lunch when all she had in her refrigerator was water.

For TG, this was all part of her training—and it’s training that 
has served her well. Four months after graduating from Rhema, 
she left the country to be a missionary and has never looked 
back.

 “Ministry does not come without its challenges,” she noted. 
“But that does not mean the challenges should take us down. If 
you’ve been hungry and without provision, and God has taken 
care of you, you know He will do it again. Those things don’t 
have any grip on me. I just step on that challenge to go to a 
higher place.”

50 Nations . . . and NOT Counting
This determination has carried TG to well over 50 nations. 

(She’s stopped counting, because she doesn’t want to focus on 
numbers but on the Lord.) As missionaries are traditionally 
called to stay in one place, this makes her calling unconvention-
al. “I am the unique one,” she laughs. “I used to struggle with this 
because all the missionaries I knew had an address overseas. But 
that wasn’t God’s plan for me. I live overseas, but I don’t live in 
one place.”

Each year, TG travels to eight or 10 nations, staying six 
weeks to three months in each place. She teaches endless hours 
in Bible schools and churches and holds leadership classes and 
conferences. God has also opened doors for her to share on the  

TG Desta 
speaks 
to a news 
station.

S P E C IA  L  RE  P O RT  :  M i s s i o n s

TG Desta was alone. 
In Romania. 
�In a locked school room with a group 
of teenagers everyone else had given 
up on. Even the guard was standing 
outside the locked door. These were 
scary kids.
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radio and in schools. And 
whenever she has the op-
portunity to hold a wom-
en’s conference or visit an 
orphanage, she does. For 
her, it’s about demon-
strating the love of God. 
So whatever needs to be 
done, she does it.

“I know I am called 
to raise up laborers—to 
train servants for the 
Kingdom of God,” she 
explained. “My heart is 
souls, so I encourage 
people to get out of their 
comfort zones and go!”

As she focuses on 
flowing with the Holy 

Spirit, TG is getting results everywhere she goes. In one location, 
she held a young boy’s leg in her hand and watched it shoot out 
to its proper length. He happily testified, “My leg was short, but 
my leg has grown out!” He also had problems with his ribs, but 
today he is healthy and whole.

In another nation, one of TG’s students brought in a cloth to 
be prayed over for her daughter. The girl was 2 years old and 
couldn’t turn over. She just lay there. TG prayed over the cloth 
and the mother took it home. That same day, the girl turned to 
one side. Two weeks later, she stood holding on to her bed. When 
TG saw the girl six months later, she was running—completely 
restored.

‘Stop Eating!’
In Quito, Ecuador, TG prayed for a young couple who des-

perately wanted to have a baby. “The woman’s womb was actu-
ally split, which prevented her from becoming pregnant,” TG 
remembered. “I laid hands on both of them, and after I prayed, 

the words came out 
of my mouth, ‘It’s 
done!’ ”

A year went by 
before TG returned 
to see this couple. 
When she walked up their 
driveway, she saw a stroll-
er. All she could think was, 
“Lord, all I wish is that this 
stroller is theirs.” It was, and 
they had an amazing story to 
tell. For six months, the young 
woman did not realize she was 
pregnant. She’d finally gone to 
the doctor because she was gain-
ing weight. In fact, her husband 
had told her to stop eating so 
much because she was getting fat!

When she went to the doctor, 
he examined her and they drew 
blood. After he came back into 
the examining room, his eyes 
were wide because he knew her history. He told her, “You’re 
pregnant!” She said, “No, I’m not.” But he insisted. They did an 
ultrasound and she was six months pregnant. Three months later 
she gave birth to a healthy child!

“We serve the God of the impossible,” TG exclaimed. “I don’t 
want people to credit me. I’m just a simple person with no formal 
education or background who still doesn’t know how to speak. 
But I stood in His presence and He chose me. I said yes. It’s about 
Him, and that’s all I want it to be.”

TO LEARN MORE
about TG, search for TG Desta 
Ministries on Facebook.

Prayer Focus
» �Pray that I’ll stay healthy 

and strong. Travel is hard 
on your body.

» �Pray that I’ll have the 
help I need. I no longer 
want to travel alone.

S P E C IA  L  RE  P O RT  :  M i s s i o n s
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Be an essential piece and make a difference today!

RHEMABecome a Rhema Word Partner! 

rhema.org/wpc
1-800-54-FAITH (543-2484)  |  PartnerService@rhema.org

This month, Rhema Bible Training College USA graduates its 40th class. And it’s all thanks to  
our Rhema Word Partners. Their faithful gifts make it possible for us to keep Rhema Bible Training 
College’s tuition as low as possible. And that means more laborers are able to be 
trained and sent out to help reap that great, end-time harvest!

If you’re not a Rhema Word Partner, it’s not too late to get involved! There are more  
men and women to be trained—more people to reach—all around the world. We’re  
pressing forward . . . won’t you join us? You can make a difference! join

     today

Celebrating 40 Years & Over 
60,000 Graduates Worldwide!
Thank you, Word Partners!
Without YOU, this wouldn’t have been possible.

Class of 2013



Charles Cowan

Faith: Some  
Maintenance Required

I’ve heard it said that 
faith will never remain sta-
tus quo. It’ll either grow or 
go. In other words, you can 
reach a level in your faith, but 
you won’t be there forever. 
To maintain the level of faith 
you’re on and progress to the 
next level, some faith mainte-
nance is required.

You see, as born-again be-
lievers, we can’t just give at-
tention to feeding our spirits. 
That’s important, but we also 
have a soul (mind, will, and 
emotions) and live in a body. 
To live a sanctified life of faith, 
we have to do something with 
them as well. 

First Thessalonians 5:23 
says, “The very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly; and I pray 
God your whole spirit and soul 
and body be preserved blameless 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” That word sanctify—in 
its simplest definition—means 
“to set apart.” So you could 
say, “The very God of peace set 
you apart—wholly.” God de-
sires us to set our whole 
being apart unto Him!

The second part of that 
verse continues, “I pray God 
your whole spirit and soul and 
body be preserved blameless.” 
Some commentaries and Bi-
ble dictionaries use the word 
maintain in place of preserved. 
I like that. “I pray your whole 
spirit, soul, and body be main-
tained together.”

What exactly is Paul in-
structing us to do in this verse? 
He’s saying that our whole 
spirit, soul, and body 
should be maintained uni-
fied together in a faith 
life. Our soul should agree 
with our spirit, and our body 
should obey the instruction of 
the Word. That’s putting it all 
together!

To see and experience the 
maximum of what the life of 
faith will do for us, this has to 
be our lifestyle. We’ve got to 
keep these three unified. Then 
we’ll have the kind of power 
Jesus had when He walked the 
earth.

Remember, every time Je-
sus spoke, demons trembled. 
The wind and water obeyed, 
and the sick were healed. 
When words came out of Jesus’ 
mouth, they were backed with 
the full power and life of God. 
Satan had no alternative but to 
bow his knee. That’s the result 
of a sanctified life of faith!

So what kind of mainte-
nance must we do? First, we’ve 
got to avail ourselves of read-
ing and studying the Word. 
The Spirit of God is at work 

when we read the Bible. We’re 
feeding our inner man—our 
spirit—but we’re also doing 
something where our soul is 
concerned. The Holy Spirit is 
taking the Word and changing 
our thinking. (There’s some 
squirrelly stuff going on in our 
mind that needs to get out of 
there!)

It doesn’t matter whether 
we feel or sense something—
or even understand completely 
what we’re reading. Something 
is happening to our soul.

We must also do mainte-
nance with our bodies. Ro-
mans 12:1 says, “I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mer-
cies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac-
ceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service.”

We can’t hide behind our 
flesh and say, “I just can’t do 
that.” No! We’ve got to bring 
our bodies in line with the 
Word. We have to sacri-
fice the things our body 
wants to do—and would 
do—if we didn’t present it to 
the Lord.

Some people may argue, 
“That’s too hard.” No, it’s not. 
This verse says it’s our “reason-
able” service. It’s not anything 

out of the question. And Phi-
lippians 4:13 says we can do 
all things through Christ Who 
gives us strength!

So what are we doing? 
We’re unifying. We’re feeding 
our spirit and bringing our 
soul and body in line with the 
Word to live a sanctified life of 
faith.

When we do this, we’re fol-
lowing Jesus. Our lifestyle 
of faith will give sub-
stance to God’s promis-
es, and the light of our 
life will shine into the 
darkness. We are more than 
conquerors!
_____________
[Editor’s Note: This article was 
adapted from Charles Cowan’s 
Wednesday morning message at 
Campmeeting 2013.]

Don’t miss any of our 
faith-building Campmeeting 
2014 speakers. Check out 
pages 12–13 for event 
details.

SPEAKER
HIGHLIGHT

Get More!

Need a faith boost? Go to 
khm.com/8trr and watch 
all of the messages from 
Campmeeting 2013.

“   There’s some  
   squirrelly 
stuff going on in our mind
that needs to get out of  
                 there!”rhema.org  11
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F a i t h . 
P l a i n  a n d  S i m p l e

CRAIG W. Hagin

Faith is simple. Some people make it 

harder than it really is. But walking 

and living by faith is not hard.

Often when I minister on 
faith, I use scriptures that most of 
the congregation can already easily  
quote. I once asked the Lord to 
give me a fancy scripture—one that 
people would hear and say, “I didn’t 
know that was in the Bible!”

The Lord never gave me any 
new verses, though. He just said, 
“Once people actually understand 

what they know, then we can move further. But until then, we 
can’t go any further.”

I’ve discovered that many Christians can quote a lot of scrip-
tures on faith, but they don’t know how to use their faith. They 
start out in faith, but something happens along the way and they 
step out of faith.

The Story of the Fig Tree
Let’s look at how faith works. In Mark chapter 11 Jesus was 

on His way to Jerusalem when He saw a fig tree with leaves on it. 
I’m not a “figologist,” but according to what people say, if a fig tree 
has leaves, it should also have fruit.

Jesus was hungry, and thinking He could get something to eat, 
He and His disciples headed over to the tree. But it didn’t have 
any figs on it because, as scripture says, it wasn’t the season for 
figs (Mark 11:13). Jesus then said, “No man eat fruit of thee here-
after for ever” (v. 14).

The next morning when Jesus and His disciples again passed 
by the fig tree, the disciples pointed out that it had dried up from 
the roots (vv. 20–21).

From the Inside Out
I want you to notice that when Jesus cursed the fig tree, as far 

as the disciples could tell, nothing happened. If they had seen the 
tree wither immediately, it wouldn’t have been a big deal the next 
day when they saw it. They would have already known it was 
dead and said, “There’s the tree that Jesus cursed.”

Contrary to what it initially looked like, something was hap-
pening. It’s just that no one could see what was going on inside 
the tree. The roots began to dry up immediately. It took time for  
 

it to become evident on the outside. By the next morning, the fig 
tree was completely withered—both inside and out.

I’m mentioning this because people often get discouraged 
when they’re believing for something and don’t get immediate 
results. I blame this on our microwave society. People today want 
instant gratification. If they don’t see something happen right 
away, they don’t think their faith is working.

When people get in healing lines and hands are laid on them, 
the healing power of God goes into them. If they don’t see any 
changes right away, they shouldn’t get discouraged. Something is 
happening. God’s healing power was imparted into their bodies, 
and it’s working in them even if they don’t see or feel anything.

Have Faith in God
When the disciples mentioned to Jesus that the fig tree had 

dried up, His first words were, “Have faith in God” (Mark 11:22). 
Sometimes this verse is translated, “Have the God-kind of faith.” 
That sounds good, but what exactly is the God-kind of faith? The 
Bible is filled with stories of people who have had faith in God, 
and as a result they’ve had their needs met. But we can also look 
in the Bible and see God’s faith working.

In Genesis 1:3 God said, “Let there be light.” Notice that He 
didn’t fast and pray for 40 days and nights before light appeared. 
It immediately came into being.

Most of us have heard that verse so often, we don’t stop and 
consider what happened when God spoke. Let’s break it down.

        God said with His mouth.

		    He believed in His heart.

	     He had what He said.
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If you look closely at these three points, you’ll see they are ex-
actly what Jesus said in Mark 11:23–24. Right after Jesus told His 
disciples in verse 22 to have the God-kind of faith, He showed 
them how to do that.

MARK 11:23–24
23 Verily I say unto you, That whosever shall say unto this mountain, Be 
thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his 
heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to 
pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.
24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, 
believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.

Whosoever Means You!
Notice in verse 23 that Jesus used the word whosoever. That 

tells us that Jesus’ instructions weren’t for the disciples alone. 
Anybody can do this!

This is what God wants us to do. Many Christians want their 
pastor to speak to their mountains for them. But it’s up to each 
one of us to speak to the mountains in our lives. Sooner or later 
we all have to grow up and take responsibility for ourselves.

Parents gladly feed their infants. As the babies grow and de-
velop, they’re taught how to use forks and spoons. A time comes, 
however, when parents stop spoon-feeding their kids. They ex-
pect them to feed themselves.

Unfortunately, a good number of Christians don’t want to 
grow up. They say that faith is hard, and they want their pastor 
to keep spoon-feeding them. Instead of having faith in God, they 
place their faith in their pastor or someone else.

You Have What You Say
Jesus told us we could speak to our mountains. Are you doing 

that? If you’re not saying anything, you won’t receive anything. 
Or maybe you are saying things you really don’t want—things 
like “I’m always sick” or “I never have enough money.”

Start saying the things you desire. And remember, if you don’t 
see anything at first, know that your words have already started 
to change the situation. Be patient, and you will see it come to 
pass.

Fa i t h  N u gg  e t

It can be hard to have faith in God if you’ve never 
had a relationship with your earthly dad. Some dads 
abuse their kids. And some kids don’t know who their 
dad is. Because of these things, it can be hard to be-
lieve that your Heavenly Father loves you.

Some fathers are never around; but God always is. 
He promises never to leave you nor forsake you. Al-
though some fathers lie, God never does. You can 
count on whatever He said in the Bible. In spite of 
what your dad was like, never doubt God’s love for 
you. He really loves you!

The Love of God

Faith Is the 

Victory
For a Christian, faith makes the difference 
between defeat and victory. A believer must 
have faith to receive anything from God. The 
26 lessons in these study guides will help 
believers obtain faith that works.

The Faith Package

 Foundations for Faith
(study guide, Kenneth E. Hagin)

 Walking by Faith
(study guide, Kenneth E. Hagin)

 �$13.00* 
$16.25* Canada 
(Reg. Price: $17.90 / $22.35 Canada) 
Plus Shipping and Handling
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If you are a believer, your spirit was made a new creation 
supernaturally in the new birth. If you are Spirit-filled, you were 
supernaturally filled with the Holy Spirit and were given super-
natural utterance in other tongues by that same Holy Ghost.

You can live a supernatural life in Christ by maintaining a  
supernatural prayer life. One way to develop your spirit is by 
praying much in other tongues.

Not only will praying in tongues develop your spirit, it will 
also help bring the supernatural power of God into manifestation.

Yearning for the Miraculous
People have a deep-seated desire for the miraculous demon-

stration of God’s power and glory. That’s because mankind was 
created in the image of a supernatural, miracle-working God. 
And God has provided an entrance into the supernatural through 
the baptism in the Holy Spirit and by His Word.

Mankind yearns to see the miracle-working power of God in 
demonstration. But sin has blinded many and has kept them im-
prisoned in the natural realm. Thank God, though, that the hun-
ger for the supernatural is within our hearts. If we seek after God, 
we can learn to live in the supernatural realm by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and the Word of God.

Many churches have backed off from the su-
pernatural workings of God. This is true even of 
churches that used to believe and operate regularly 

in the supernatural. As a result, the supernatural has waned in 
those churches, and the miraculous is no longer in manifestation.

When churches keep the Holy Spirit from having His way in 
their services, they eventually become cold and dead spiritually. 
When any body of believers denies the supernatural, they begin  
following a dead religion of ethics instead of experiencing a  
supernatural relationship with a miracle-working God.

In Jesus’ day people were drawn to Him because He was a mir-
acle worker. If ministers today would preach the anointed Word 
and allow Jesus to work miracles in their midst, people would be 
drawn to come and witness the supernatural power of God!

Ring the Dinner Bell
As a young preacher, I heard Raymond T. Richey preach at 

the Texas District Council meetings of the Assemblies of God. He 
often said, “Divine healing is the dinner bell. Keep ringing that 
bell and people will come.”

I went back to my church, which had a congregation of less 
than 100, and began ringing the dinner bell every Saturday night. 
I preached what the Word of God said about the power of the 
Gospel to save, deliver, and heal.

For six months nothing happened. 
But then we hit a gusher! The insane 
were delivered! The paralyzed were 
healed! People were raised up from 

Man was created 
by a supernatural 

God and was 
designed to 
live in God’s 
supernatural 
realm on this 

earth.
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deathbeds! And people from several neighboring counties came 
and filled the building every Saturday night.

I kept ringing the dinner bell, and God was faithful to mani-
fest His supernatural delivering power.

Miracles Are for Today
Jesus is as much a miracle worker today as He ever was. He 

has not changed. And man needs the miraculous power of God 
today just as much as he ever did.

Some people say, “We don’t need miracles anymore.” But we 
do! Thank God we can act upon God’s Word, and God’s power 
will manifest just as it did in the days when Jesus walked the 
earth.

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever  
(Heb. 13:8). He has not changed. If He healed people when He 
walked upon this earth, He heals today. If He worked miracles 
then, He works miracles today.

We need to find out how to scripturally put a demand on  
Jesus’ miracle-working power. Then we can work with Him and 
see His miraculous power manifested in our lives.

Preach the Word
What causes Jesus to demonstrate His pow-

er with signs and miracles? The answer is in Mark 
16:20: “And they went forth, and preached every where, 
the Lord working with them, and confirming the word 
with signs following.” How did the Lord work? He 
worked with the disciples by confirming the Word they 
preached with signs following.

Jesus works with us today just as He worked with 
the Early Church. If we want to increase the manifes-
tation of God’s miraculous power in our midst, we 
must do what those in the Early Church did—preach 
the Word!

God confirms His Word! He won’t confirm a par-
ticular preacher. He won’t confirm a personality. He 
will confirm the Word with signs following!

I was reading this passage in Mark chapter 16 one 
day when I was pastoring my last church, and I got 
stirred up about it. I began to fast and pray and wait 
on God.

“Lord,” I said, “things are comfortable in our 
church. The church is growing. It’s financially sound. 
A few people are getting saved and baptized in the 
Holy Ghost, and a few are being healed. But as I read 
Mark chapter 16, it seems to me that we ought to 
be experiencing more supernatural signs and demon-
strations of Your power than we are.”

On the third day of my fast, the Lord spoke to my 
spirit, “I said I would confirm My Word with signs 
following.”

“I know that,” I said. “That’s what I’m praying and 
fasting about. I want to see You do it.”

The Lord said, “Do you think I’m a liar?”
“Oh, no. You’re not a liar.”
“You don’t have to pray that I will do it,” He said. 

“You don’t even have to fast to get Me to do it. If you 
will put the Word out, I will confirm My Word.”

I checked up on what I was preaching and I found out that 
60 percent was Word, 35 percent was unbelief, and 5 percent 
was tradition! When I stopped preaching unbelief and religious 
tradition, we immediately began to see results. Signs followed 
the Word and the miraculous power of God began manifesting 
in our church.

The early Christians didn’t heal the sick and cast out devils 
without putting out any Word. First they preached the Word. 
Then the Lord confirmed the Word they preached with signs  
following.

The supernatural is man’s realm. It’s up to us whether we live 
our lives supernaturally in the power of the Holy Spirit. If we will 
educate our spirits by diligently studying the Word of God and 
praying in the Holy Ghost, the supernatural realm of God will 
become as natural to us as water is to fish.
_____________
[Editor’s Note: This article was adapted from Kenneth E. Hagin’s book Classic 
Sermons.]

rhema.org/store
1-800-54-FAITH (543-2484)  //  Mail enclosed envelope 
IN Canada: 1-866-70-RHEMA (707-4362)

Precious 
Treasures
Enjoy rich gems of spiritual 
truths in this collection of 
timeless messages by  
Kenneth E. Hagin that will  
stir up your spirit and  
inspire your faith  
in God’s Word.

The Miracle  
Package

 Classic Sermons
(book, Kenneth E. Hagin)

 �Man and  
Miracles
(CD, Kenneth E. Hagin)

 �$17.95* 
$22.40* Canada 
(Reg. Price: $22.95 / $28.70 Canada) 
Plus Shipping and Handling
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Rhema’s  
Healing School

For over 30 years,  
Rhema’s Healing School  
has been teaching people how to 
receive and keep their healing. 
We’ve seen lumps and tumors 
dissolve, cancers disappear, and 
hearts return to normal. Don’t 
suffer any longer! Come and 
experience God’s healing 
power for yourself!

Request your FREE  
information booklet  
today!
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Ready to Be Free  
From Pain and Sickness?

(918) 258-1588, ext. 2980      

PartnerService@rhema.org

rhema.org/healing

“Come and stay until you get healed and have your faith built up enough to stay healed.” 
—Kenneth E. Hagin

Life-changing  
messages

Classic teachings

Encouragement  
for living

Sign up for a free subscription, and have Rhema for Today  
downloaded automatically to your computer.

rhema.org/media/podcast
Go to

Whether you’re flying transatlantic 
or riding your bicycle . . . whether 
you live in South Bend or 
Singapore . . . the faith-building 
messages of Rhema for Today are 
available to you online right now.

“I had a degenerative disc. I
 was only 

able to bend forward a little. After 

being prayed for in morning Healing 

School, I can now bend and touch 

my toes without pain! I ’m able to 

pick up things from the floor!” 

					     —L . P. 
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People came from across 
the U.S. and around the 
world to attend Winter Bible 
Seminar & Rhema Worldwide 
Homecoming 2014.  Angola,  
Ukraine, Australia, Thai-
land, Argentina, Pakistan, 
India—39 countries were 
represented, with Brazil’s del-
egation of 185 the largest. 
Each service was translated 
simultaneously into six lan-
guages, the most ever for this 
event. It was a glorious time  
of refreshing and impartation.  
Here’s a sampling of what 
those present heard.

Get Ready for Increase!
Are life’s burdens weighing you down? Get 
the boost you need and experience Rhema’s 
annual Winter Bible Seminar for yourself. It’s 
time for every situation to turn around. It’s time 
for joy and victory to abound!

 �Winter Bible Seminar  
& Rhema Worldwide  
Homecoming  
Complete CD Set

(21 CDs, Various Speakers)

 �$90.00* 
$112.50* Canada 
Plus Shipping and Handling

Heaven on Earth:  
The Greater Facts
 “Recognizing the facts does not negate your faith.  It’s 
OK to say, ‘Hey, you know, I’ve been pushed lately. I am a little 
tired. But over in Isaiah 40:29 (Message) [it says], “He energizes 
those who get tired, gives fresh strength to dropouts. For even young 
people tire and drop out. . . . But those who wait upon God get fresh 
strength.” ’ If you get tired, wait upon the Lord. We don’t need to 
ignore the facts. But we can be equipped with the greater facts of 
God’s Word.”  //  Lynette Hagin

Love: The Secret  
to Strong Faith
“Faith is important. We need it. But if we want 
our faith to work, we’ve got to learn to walk in 
love. Faith works by love (Gal. 5:6) You see, we 
cannot violate the law of love and expect any of 
the promises of God to work in our lives. But 
when we, as children of God, begin to walk in 
this love, things will begin to happen. We won’t 
have to worry about promotions. They’ll come 
our way. We won’t have to worry about our 
needs being met. They’ll be met.  The kind of 
love I’m talking about will take the Word 
of God in our mouths and make it power-
ful.   Nothing will be able to stand against us!”   
//  Kenneth W. Hagin

The 
�World 
�Came 
�Home!
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Rhema Kids
The Winter Bible Olympics at Winter Bible Seminar 
2014 was a blast! “Countries” competed against 
each other and received medals each night. The 
kids sang praises to the Lord and were taught that 
they were part of God’s team, the Body of Christ, 
and that each team member mattered. One night 
many kids dealing with fear came forward to be 

prayed for. Another night, 
kids responded to receive 
the baptism in the Holy 
Spirit.

W i n t e r  B i b l e  S e m i n a r  R e v i e w

Youth Winter Blitz
Winter Blitz was all about growing closer to God 
and getting saturated with Him in His presence. 
Messages focused on the three parts of man—
spirit, soul, and body. Speakers encouraged JV 
and Varsity youth to pray in tongues to better rec-
ognize God’s voice and follow His plan for their 
lives. Through his testimony, guest speaker Fabian 
McCune taught the youth how to hear God’s voice 
more clearly.

“We have to decide how we’ll conduct ourselves—how 
we’ll represent our Lord and Savior. Will we be influ-
enced, or be the influence? This is the time for firm  
resolve.” // Barry Jensen, Ukraine

“When God tells you to move, move! 
Somebody out there is waiting for you. You are the an-
swer to somebody’s prayers, and you need to be there on 
time with the message that changes their life.” // Mike 
Keyes, Philippines

“Our responsibility as ministers of the Gospel is not to 
compromise the truth, [but to] stand for the truth and to 
love the truth.” // Kevin Castro, India

“Don’t ever believe the lies of the 
enemy. He’s trying to keep you little 

and tell you that you’re not worth it. Do not believe those 
lies. Be willing to give your supply.” // Monika Wagner, 
Europe

“God has created you for a purpose. He has prepared 
good works for you before you were even born. What-
ever we do, we need to remember He prepared it  
beforehand—He knows what He is doing.” // Robert 
Tomaschek, Austria/Germany

“We’re a mighty moving force. There aren’t enough devils 
in hell to stop us. The devil is not big enough. Adversity 
is not big enough. Why? Our Father is greater than all.”  
// Toks Adejuwon, Nigeria

“A lot of people say yes to God if 
He asks them to do what they want to do. We must say 
yes without conditions. No ifs, ands, or buts. Just, ‘yes.’ ”  
// John Madan, France

“Stay connected to the Word of God. 
Despise the devil and his works—he’s small. It’s time for 
you to celebrate what God’s going to do in your future!” 
// Guto Emery, Brazil

“Jesus had nations in His heart when 
He was on that cross. He did His part; then He turned 
over and said, ‘Now Church, you go and do your part.’ ”  
// Matt Beemer, Nigeria

“We are designed to be a pipeline of God’s power and 
life. When you put yourself in a position to bless others, 
you will experience God in a greater way than ever be-
fore.” // Gary Crowl, Hong Kong

“Desperate, determined, and full of faith, 
the woman with the issue of blood received 
what she needed from Jesus. Are you ready 
to be healed?  Your faith is the trigger 
that will release God’s power into 
your body.”   // Craig W. Hagin
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This month we in the United States set aside a day 
to honor mothers. I was born on Mother’s Day. I would always tell 
my mother that she got the best mother’s day present that year. 
She would just smile and agree. A mother’s job is to watch over, 
nourish, and train her children. This job starts the day she finds 
that she has conceived. It seems that it is just a built-in mechanism 
from the Lord. I have referred to the Proverbs 31 woman many 
times, but it is always important to review those things. This year 
let’s look at some of those verses in the Message Bible. For lack of 
space, I will not include the whole passage.

PROVERBS 31:10–12, 15–21, 25–31
A good woman is hard to find, and worth far more than diamonds. 
Her husband trusts her without reserve, and never has reason  
to regret it. Never spiteful, she treats him generously all her life  
long. . . . She’s up before dawn, preparing breakfast for her family 
and organizing her day. She looks over a field and buys it, then, with 
money she’s put aside, plants a garden. First thing in the morning, 
she dresses for work, rolls up her sleeves, eager to get started.

She senses the worth of her work, is in no hurry to call it quits for 
the day. She’s skilled in the crafts of home and hearth, diligent in 
homemaking. She’s quick to assist anyone in need, reaches out to 
help the poor. She doesn’t worry about her family when it snows; 
their winter clothes are all mended and ready to wear. . . . 

Her clothes are well-made and elegant, and she always faces 
tomorrow with a smile. When she speaks she has something 
worthwhile to say, and she always says it kindly. She keeps an 
eye on everyone in her household, and keeps them all busy and 
productive.

Her children respect and 
bless her; her husband 
joins in with words of 
praise: “Many women have 
done wonderful things, but 
you’ve outclassed them 
all!” Charm can mislead 
and beauty soon fades. 

The woman to be 
admired and praised 
is the woman who 
lives in the Fear-of-God. 
Give her everything she 
deserves! Festoon her life 
with praises!

Looking at this description, I would say that a mother is not 
a person; she is a miracle! She can turn into anything she needs 
to be in an instant. At the sight of a scrape or scratch, she turns 
into a nurse. Whether it is a fever, a cut, or a broken tooth, she 
knows how to fix it. When a young child gets a “bad boo-boo,” the 
mother’s kiss calms that child and makes everything all right.

A mother must be a cook, a maid, a taxi driver, and a referee—
all in just a few minutes. She is the timekeeper. Children don’t 
watch the clock; they listen to mom. She knows everyone’s 
schedule. Whatever has a time attached to it, be assured that 
mother has that time recorded in her time clock—her head. Of 
course she always has a back-up system. The schedule is probably 
also on the refrigerator or her smartphone.

A mother is a mender. She mends clothes, broken toys, broken 
bike chains, and other things that come loose in life. But most often 
she mends a child’s broken heart. She brushes away the tears. She 
assures her child that tomorrow will be a better day. A mother feels 
every happiness and sorrow as though it were her own. You know 
her shoulder is always there to lean on, even while she helps you 
become strong enough to stand by yourself.

A mother is an encourager. She makes you feel like you can do 
anything, yet she reminds you that you are loved without having 
to do anything at all. She believes in you when everyone else has 
given up. Her smile of approval is worth a thousand words. She 
encourages you to strive for your dreams.

As you can see, motherhood is an awesome responsibility with 
many tasks. God has promised us, “Train up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old he will not depart from it” (Prov. 22:6 NKJV). If 
you were not brought up in a Christian home, decide today to 
begin creating a godly pattern for your children to follow. If your 
mother is still alive, tell her you love her and appreciate her. You 
will not always have that opportunity. Sometimes we get busy in 
life’s routine and lose sight of the most important aspect—loving 
our family and expressing that love. And mother happens to be 
where the family began.

//  LYNETTE HAGIN

     “ T h e  L o r d  w i l l  g u i d e  y o u  a l w a y s ;  h e  w i l l  s a t i s f y  y o u r  n e e d s  �i n  a  
s u n - s c o r c h e d  l a n d  a n d  w i l l  s t r e n g t h e n  y o u r  f r a m e .   Y o u  w i l l  b e  L i k e�
          a  w e l l - w a t e r e d  g a r d e n ,  l i k e  a  s p r i n g  w h o s e  w a t e r s  n e v e r  f a i l . ”
                                                                           - I s a i a h  5 8 : 1 1  ( N I V )
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What did the duck put in its soup?
Quackers

What gets wetter the more that it 
dries?
A Towel

What do you get when you cross a 
snowman with a wild dog?
Frostbite

Why did the banana go to the 
hospital?
It wasn’t “peeling” well

What is so fragile that even saying 
its name will break it?
Silence

Answers: 
CAN A KID MAKE A DIFFERENCE? 
1.  The boy who gave Jesus his lunch to feed 

the 5,000.
2. Samuel
3. Josiah
A PUZZLING SITUATION:
D.

Many adult Christians are making 
a di� erence in their world. So, the 
question is, “Can a kid make a 
di� erence, too?”

SOME KIDS IN THE BIBLE 
MADE A DIFFERENCE!
If you don’t think a kid can make a 
di� erence, maybe you should read 
your Bible again! Each poem below 
refers to a kid in the Bible who made a di� erence in his day. 
See if you can � gure out who each poem refers to.  

A Puzzling Situation!
The puzzle above is missing just one piece . . . but only one 
of the pieces on the right will � t correctly. Don’t forget the details of the 
story about the boy who gave his � ve loaves and two � sh to the Lord or you 
may choose the wrong piece.

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

The little boy wants to “make a di� erence” by helping the 
older man get to his car. See how many di� erent ways you 
can � nd to get between the parked cars below to the man’s 
orange car on the bottom right.

Many Ways to Make a Difference

The disciples wanted to send all the people away.
But Jesus took what I had and began to pray.
And the little that I had fed a great multitude.
I made a di� erence when I gave Him my food! Who am I? (John 6)

When I was a child, the smallest and the least,
God spoke to me instead of to the priest.
Yes, He spoke to me, but still I had a choice.
I made a di� erence ‘cause I obeyed His voice. Who am I? (1 Samuel 3)  

I was only 8 years old when I became the king.
A kid ruling a kingdom? Who’s heard of such a thing!
But I followed God’s laws and so He blessed my throne.
I made a di� erence ‘cause I served God alone! Who am I? (2 Kings 22)
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    When you participate in International Rhema Day, you are helping  
Rhema Bible Training College prepare laborers for the end-time harvest. And their  

beautiful feet are going around the world preaching the Good News.  

Together, we can—and are—making a difference!

S u n day,  M ay  4
Learn more about  

Rhema Bible 
Training College.  

Scan here.

I t ’ s  n ot  to o  l at e  to  g e t  i n v o lv e d !  
Gi  v e  y o u r  g i f t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  m o n t h  o f  M ay  at  r h e m a . o r g / i r d  o r  b y  c a l l i n g  

1 - 8 0 0 - 5 4 - FA I TH   ( 5 4 3 - 2 4 8 4 ) .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o rt !

P.O. Box 50126 • Tulsa, OK 74150-0126

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED


